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INTRODUCTION 


9 This report on the operations of food chains is one of a series of reports 
presenting detailed analyses of the activities of retail chains during the year 1930. 
This series is intended to supplement the summary report on chain stores that has al- 
ready been published by analysing in greater detail the activities of chains in those 
merchandising fields where the amount of business conducted by chain organizations 
was large enough to warrant a special analysis. The food chains analysed in this re- 
port are grocery chains, combination store chains (those selling both groceries and 
meats) and meat market and fish market chains. The figurés given herein cover the 

trading operations of these chains during 1930 and they were obtained in connection 
with the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, which formed part of 
the Seventh Decennial Census. 


The 44 grocery chains shown in this report operated 749 stores and had 

total net sales of $45,043,653. There were 23 organizations classified as combination 
chains and these operated 1,379 stores and did a total business of $74,800,139. It 

must be borne in mind, however, that these combination chains operated a great many 

straight grocery stores in addition to those selling both groceries and meats, so that 
the amgunt just quoted greatly exceeds the sales made through chain units of the com- 

bination type. From Table 1(b), it will be seen that of the 1,379 stores operated by 

combination chains, 665 were straight grocery units,with sales of $23,478,835; 698 
stores handled both groceries and meats, with sales of $51,011,609; and 16 were meat 
stores, having sales of $309,695, For the general retail reports, each of these 
6tores was classified independently according to its own kind of business. For this 
-report, it has been necessary to classify each chain in its entirety, and a chain has 
been classified as a combination chain when at least 25 per cent of its business was 

conducted in stores of the combination type. There were 20 meat market chaing and 

one fish market chain, having a combined total of 225 units and sales of $8,447,682. 


Chains Defined 


For this Census, a group of four stores or more under the same ownership 
and management and carrying on the same or similar kinds of business, has been classi- 
fied as a chain. Groups of two or three stores owned and operated by one proprietor 
or firm have been classified as two- or three-store multiples -— not as chains - and 
are reported under these headings in the provincial retail reports. So-called volun- 

tary chains, in which the stores are individually owned and operated, but are grouped 

for buying and/or advertising purposes, are not considered as chains, but figures for 
these stores have been shown separately in the provincial retail reports. Chains have 
been classified as local, provincial, sectional and national, depending upon the ex- 
tent of territory in which their branches are situated, Local chains are located en- 
_tirely, or almost so, within the same town or city. Provincial chains are located 
within one province. The units of sectional chains are spread over two or three 
provinces, while national chains have stores in four provinces or more. 


Operating Expenses 


= T -* 


The 44 grocery chains had a total operating expense of 11.47 per cent of 
sales, of which payroll was 5.58 per cent. Rent paid for leased premises amounted to 
1.85 per cent of sales made in such premises. 


ag es 


The ratio of total operating expenses to sales for the 23 combination 
chains was 17.39 per cent, of which payroll was 8.52 per cent. Rental cost to sales 
in leased premises was &.65 per cent. 


Total operating expenses of the 21 meat market chains was 20.94 per cent 
of net sales, of which payroll was 10.80 per cent and the ratio of rent to sales in 
leased oremises was 2.70 per cent. 


Central Office Expenses.— Partial information only was received regarding 
head office salaries and wages and other overhead expenses, although the forms sent 
out asked that this be separately reported. Where the overhead expense has been fur- 
nished, it was prorated over the individual stores on the basis of sales. Chain 
store warehouses were considered as wholesale establishments for this Census and have 
been included in the wholesale reports, Expenses in connection with these warehouses 
are, therefore, omitted from this report. In a-number of cases, the head office of a 
chain organization is operated as a department of the warehouse, rather than as a 
separate unit, so that in these cases head office expenses would be included in the 
warehouse returns. 


In addition to the amounts paid in salaries and wages and rental costs, 
total operating expenses includes such items as taxes, insurance, maintenance, delive 
from stores, stationery and supplies, light, heat, power, interest on money borrowed 
for current business operations, and any other operating expense. The cost of goods 
purchased for resale was, of course, excluded, as well as any items on capital accoun 
Where wide discrepanices were found to exist in individual returns, the expense items 
were checked in order to avoid including any items which would materially affect the 
results. Due to the lack of uniformity in accounting practices, however, these opera 
ting expense ratios should only be considered as indicative of the costs of operation 
of these chains, although they are thought to be sufficiently accurate to justify the 
analysis given in this bulletin. In Table IV, these chains are analysed according to 
rental costs, showing that in the case of grocery and combination chains a low rental 
cost is a feature of chains having high average sales per store and low total opera-_ 
ting expenses. 


Growth of Chains 


Of the 2,218 units of grocery, combination, and meat chains which could be 
classified as to date of owmmership, 336, or 15.1 per cent, were established in 1930; — 
1,168, or 52.6 per cent, were opened during the years 1926 to 1929; and the remaining 
32.5 per cent were in operation prior to 1926. The greatest expansion in these food 
chains took place in 1929, when 464 new branches, approximately 20 per cent of the | 
total number in operation in 1930, were opened, of which 154 were located in Ontario. 


Geographic Distribution 
Of the 2,553 stores analysed in this report, 1,107, or approximately 45 
per cent, were located in Ontario and 495, or &O per cent, were in Quebec. There ; 
were 406 units in the Prairie Provinces, e44 in British Columbia, and 99 in the Mari- 
times. Of the total sales of $128,291,474 made through these chain stores, Ontario 
accounted for $71,133,271, or over 55 per cent, and Quebec for $23, 708,°63, or { 
approximately 18.5 per cent,of the total of all food chain sales. Table III shows | 
the distribution of sales in each province and further analyses the data according t 
size of city. Of the total sales of food chains in Canada shown in this report, 


—————— 
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44.56 per cent were made in cities of 100,000 population or over, and only 4.11 
per cent is attributable to places of less than 1,000 population. 


Credit Sales 


Credit sales made by food chains are shown in Table I. Of the 44 gro~ 
cery chains, 12 having total sales of $3,195,529 reported that they extended 
credit. These credit sales amounted to $705,963, or 22.09 per cent of the sales 
of these chains. Twenty-six chains, having total sales of $38,239,134, reported 
that they sold only for cash, while 6 smaller chains did not report their credit 
activities. Eleven of the 235 sombination store chains reported that they sold on 
credit. While the total sales of these 11 chains amounted to $30,791,236, or 
over 41 per cent of the total sales of all combination chains, some of them re-- 
ported but a small credit item, so that credit sales amounted to but 3.94 per 
cent of the total sales of those extending credit. Six chains, with total sales 
of $41,391,194, reported that they sold only for cash, and 6 chains failed to 
indicate whether they sold for credit or not. 


Of the 21 meat chains, 11 doing 73 per cent of the business of all meat 
chains, reported credit sales. Credit sales of these chains amounted to 51.4 per 
cent of their total business. Eight chains, with sales of $2,082,929, reported 
that they sold only for cash, and three chains did not answer this part of the 
questionnaire. 


Grocery Chains 


The 44 grocery chains analysed in this report, and operating 749 stores 
with sales of $45,043,655, had an average operating expense ratio of 11.47 per 
cent of net sales, Grocery chain operating expenses have been analysed in Table 
V. The chains are first clessified according to type of operation, then accord 
ing to the number of units operated, then according to total sales volume, and 
finally by average sales per store. When analysed according to number of units 
operated, it is found that the larger chains having more than 50 units, had the 
lowest expense ratio, 10.45 per cent of net sales, as compared with 14.18 per 
cent for chains having from 6 to 10 units, and 13.66 per cent for chains having 
4 or 5 stores. When classified according to average sales per store, it is seen 
that chains whose average annual sales per store exceeded $60,000, had an operat- 
ing expense ratio of 10.46 per cent of net sales, as compared with 14.15 per cent 
for chains whose average annual sales per store were less than $30,000. Ina 
great many cases, branches of chains were opened during the year 1930, so that in 
classifying the chains according to average sales per store, it was necessary to 
make an allowance for this factor by attributing to each chain the average number 
of stores in operation during the twelve months, 


Commodities Sold by Grocery _Chains.~ Of the total sales of grocery 
chains amounting to $45,043,653, approximately 74 per cent could be analysed ac- 
eording to commodities sold, Over 78 per cent of the sales analysed were general 
groceries: fresh fruits and vegetables accounted for 6.46 per cent, and housenold 
supplies, including soap, amounted to 5.66 per cent. The percentage for general 
groceries has been further analysed in Table VI, showing that sales of sugar 
amounted to 7.76 per cent of the total sales of grocery chains; butter and cheese, 
15.63 per cent; and eggs, 4.25 per cent. 
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Combination Store Chains 


The 23 combination store chains,with 1,379 stores and $74,800,139 net sales, 
operated on an average expense ratio of 17.39 per cent of sales. Of the total number 
of stores, 14.9 per cent were opened during the year 1930, the greatest percentage of 
growth being among the smaller chains of from 6 to 10 units. Operating exvenses of 
these chains have been analysed in Table VII in a similar manner to those of grocery 
chains. It should be remembered, however, that these chains operated varying numbers 
of straight grocery stores as well as stores of the combination type. Since the op— 
erating expense of a combination store is greater than that of a grocery unit, this 
factor should be kept in mind when considering the expense ratios given in this report. 
When classified according to number of units operated, the lowest operating expense 
was obtained by chains operating between 11 and 100 stores. These chains had an ex- 
pense ratio to sales of 16.07 per cent, while both the larger chains having more than 
100 units, and the small chains with ten stores or less, had somewhat higher figures. 


Commodities Sold by Combination Chains.~ Of the total sales of all combina- 
tion store chains, 53.87 per cent represented the sale of groceries. The sale of 
meats amounted to e2.57 per cent, and fruits and vegetables, 11.11 per cent. The sales 
of other commodities are given in Table VIII and the total grocery item just given is 
also further analysed. It must be remembered, of course, that not all the stores in 
these combination chains sold meat: some were straight grocery stores, while a few were 
purely meat markets. Thus, it is not correct to assume that 22.57 per cent was the 
average ratio that the sales of meat bore to the total sales of a typical chain unit 
of the combination type, where both groceries and meats were sold. The proportion of 
meats sold in a combination store is considerably in excess of that figure. These 
commodity percentages are based upon the total sales of all combination chains report- 
ing sales by commodity classes, irrespective of the kinds of stores operated. Thus, 
while the percentages given in Table VIII may be used to determine the total sales of 
commodities sold by combination chains, they do not represent the average commodity 
sales percentages for either combination stores or grocery stores. 


Meat Market Chains (Including Fish Markets) 


The el meat market and fish market chains operated 225 stores and had total 
net sales of $8,447,682. Total operating expense for all chains amounted to 20.94 
per cent of sales. Chain operating expenses have been analysed in a similar manner 
to those of grocery and combination chains, but these percentages are heavily weighted 
by the expenses of one large firm. The lowest operating expense ratio is found to é 
coincide with the highest average sales per store and is greatest for small chains 
whose total sales are less than $100,000. Rental costs also vary more or less inver- 
sely with average sales per store. 


Commodities Sold by Meat Market Chains.- Of the total sales of meat and fish 
market chains, 84.88 per cent represents the sale of meats and poultry. Butter and 
cheese were next in importance, with sales of 7.97 per cent of the total. The sale of 
eggs amounted to 3.40 per cent, and of fish to 1.81 per cent, while the remainder, or 
1.94 per cent, was comprised of the sales of miscellaneous food products. The commod- 
ities sold by meat market chains are analysed in Table X. 
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Middle Range Figures 


The exoense figures given in the preceding paragraphs, and shown in Tables I, 
V, VII and IX, were obtained by totalling the expense data given for each chain and 
expressing this total as a percentage of the total sales of the same companies. That 
is to say, these are weighted averages in which a large chain has more weight in deter~ 
mining the expense ratio for the group than a smaller organization. In Table XI, 
average operating figures are given for the three types of chains analysed in this re- 
“port, in which each chain has been given the same weight irrespective of its size. 
Using this method, it is found that the average total operating expense for grocery 
chains was 13.62 per cent of net sales, as compared with 11.47 per cent as obtained by 
the other method. Average operating expenses for combinetion store chains amounted to 
16.70 per cent of sales, and for meat market chains, 19.36 per cent, as compared with 
17.39 per cent and 20.94 per cent respectively, using the first method. Upon referring 
to Table XI, it will be seen that three values are given for total operating expenses 
in é6ach case under the headings: "Lower Limit of Middle Range", "Average of Middle 
Range", and "Upper Limit of Middle Range". The method of obtaining these three figu- 
res for total operating expense will be explained. 


The total operating expense (including salaries, rent and other expenses) 
for each chain was expressed as a percentage of its total sales. These percentages 
were arranged in ascending order of magnitude. The series was then divided into three 
ranges: the lower range, consisting of the lower quarter of the figures; the upper 
range, consisting of the upper quarter of the figures; and the middle range, contain~ 
ing the remaining half of the figures. The average of the middle range was then found. 
Thus, after omitting the extremely high and low figures, due in most instances to ex- 
ceptional circumstances, the remaining items were given equal weight in obtaining an 
average operating expense ratio for the group. The "Lower Limit of the Middle Range" 
and "Upper Limit of the Middle Range" are, of course, the two values at either end of 
the middle group of figures. 


Upon referring to Table XI, it will be seen that the lower limit of the middle 
‘range for total operating expenses of grocery chains was 11.59 per cent, the upper 
limit was 15.71 per cent, and the average of the middle range was 13.62 per cent. Or, 
in other words, one-quarter of the grocery chains had a total operating expense ratio 
of less than 11.59 per cent of sales, one-quarter of the chains had a total expense 
ratio of more than 15.71 per cent of sales, and one-half of the grocery chains had an 
expense ratio lying between these two figures and centering around 13.62 per cent. 
‘The other items in this table were obtained in a manner similar to that used in the 
case of total operating expense. For example, the average figure for payroll cost of 
grocery chains was 6.98 per cent of net sales. This figure was obtained by expressing 
the payroll cost of each chain as a percentage of its total sales, arranging these 
percentages in ascending order of magnitude, omitting the lower and upper quarters of 
the range and taking the average of the middle group. The boundary figures of the 
middle range in this case were 5.75 per cent and 8.13 per cent. That is to say, one- 
quarter of the chains had a payroll cost of less than 5.75 per cent of sales, one-— 
quarter of the chains had a payroll cost of more than 8.13 per cent, and one-half the 
firms had a payroll cost ratio lying between these figures, and the average of these 
ratios was 6.98 


Each item in Table XI was obtained by arranging the corresponding items for 
each chain in an array and following the procedure already outlined for total operat- 


f ing expense and payroll cost. In interpreting these middle range figures, then, each 


item must be considered independently as neigher all the high nor all the low figures 
came from the same reports. That is to say, the items in any colum in this middle 
range table cannot. he related to other items in the same colum. For instance, the 


= pee 


upper limit of the middle range for average sales per store of grocery chains was 
$52,577. The upper limit of the middle range for total operating expense was 15,71 
per cent of net sales. Obviously, however, these two values cannot be related since 
the grocery chains with high average sales per store have the smallest operating 
expense. Nor is it probable that any one chain would have all its items equal to 
the average figures given in this table, but it is thought that, considering each 
item independently, these middie range figures give a fair indication of chain op- — 
erating results. 
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Table I(a) FOOD CHAINS 


Summary of ee? Combination, Meat and Fish Market Chains 
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Total net sales of such chains ..c.cccccccc| $38, 209,154| $41,391,194 | $ 2,082,929 


Ceres oe a a tn a ae a —— = . . Teme 


Table I(b) 


Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Chains 
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Table VI FOOD CHAINS 


Sales by Commodities 


Grocery Store Chains 
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Table VIII FOOD CHAINS 


Sales by Commodities 


Combination Store Chains (Grocery and Meat) 
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Table X FOOD CHAINS 


Sales by Commodities 


Meat and Fish Market Chains 


a re ES A A RE SES SNe a eS 


Total Sales, NEAL Chains EAT PAE dE Gr Arh eae Marae AL a BAR rsh 


Less amount which cannot be broken down into commodities ....00. 1,740,900 


oa 


Sales further analysed eoQ,go00o0on000 c9HoH9H DDH O90FO000 HH HFSVDN0GFTFOS99900NDBADBAIVDOG 6,706,782 


Per cent 


MCA CVA a ais a eis loo ails e's o1e os 018! oe pls ates OGIO Me wa eeleie » cre ao thea 100.00 
PEKECyEOLUCHCH Ss LLERO ic. clee ess os ale oS ola oS aos a 68.099 ole arm eo se 
Beverages, bottled o.500000600000000000050099000,00000000990000 
Candy, confectionery and nuts socoscovocoovcecvopoecepooosvove 
Delicatessen and ready—to~serve foods (not canned or bottled). 
Fish and other sea foods, fresh coossccscoocavr0s0e09000000000 
Fruits and vegetables, Fresh cooocccccesscv00 9000s 00povse0K08 
Groceries, general line, total .scscccaovcecvccsccrcccecvecccv0a0 


ole 
oOL 
004 
oLO 
1.81 
0 04 
12.48 


BUUCiER BHA GHEESE. dc c.co0 ccd coe soe oos ress cacao lah 
DPSS use cinta Ae ae ons boa ee eee seas 6 oe Se Oierove Biola alolerd o'> 5.40 
Lard, lard substitutes, and cooking fats and oils. 0438 
OUP He aus 1.6 6 cole ols a a caval Pi eroreie ore e100) 6 ere, @ 61S: «ole a1 arg AGS) 
OUP a Wie oie oro oo 010 4 alee 6 oo 4 aieineroly eb ee 6 ao.e-0'9 9 oe oo 009 
MOI CO RENEG clus cure cla cree a sie'g b2eG 2 8 aiore'> 8 hee oly ag Aue 


Other groceries (including canned and bottled 
goods other than eanned salmon) s.cccccposccs0ce 047 
oncom eu 1g GOL ERY ph cies via ose eo gin eG is 6 Se os A ROR Re o> Sone 
Mi Deane Oreams 11020" cos goose occ e os ow owcoodsocounsane gos ean ce 


84.88 
209 


Non-food Commodities: 
Household supplies ~- 


+ 
(a) Soap 9e90990909090 0 CBOOISHDZO0VOVI0HNONNZBIONDSFVHVXDO9O090099ECHO000790900090 0 


(b) All other (including cleaning compounds, matches, etc.) 
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Table XI - FOOD CHAINS 


Middle Range Figures - Grocery Chains 


— — a es ere eee 


Lower Limit Average |Upper Limit 


of of 
Total sales volume of “Chain c..c<icehemuindewsel 10, Ogoee $524,519 $695 , 450 
Average sales pe? Store sa cb sescresiessesens | § 66,400 $ 37,842 ¢ 52,577 
Per cent of total number of stores opened in 
WD GON a bi eig afelalele sale sun ue eials ee) Whereis ie aie ele erehalars 0.00 6697 16.67 
Payrolbacogt per vSl00 salegy Jos es. oeeus sas ees 5.75 6.98 Saba 
Rental cost per $100 sales in leased premises 1.56 1.99 2.42 
Other operating expense ~ not including 
Salaries or rent os .0sen ss dewaeek ees ele ce 5,00 4.65 6.13 
Total operating expense per $100 sales oo..e. 11,59 Lo.6e S272 
Average yearly salary per full-time employee. $ 765 $ 914 $ 1,142 
Number of employees per $100,000 sales 2... 6.08 7.45 9.61 


Middle Range Figures ~ Combination Chains 

Total sales volume of Chain ..s.eccclecseresc |i $200,500 $505,899 
Average sales per Store |a.stece seks scweereees |» © C0500) $ 54,081 
Per cent of total number of stores opened in 


$1,386,275 
$ 64,774 


EQGO wip .ois cia oisia sig ke ewe 6 viele pie ach visie 6 ear elice-e 0.00 9055 e000 
Payroliicost: per $100, Sa109.. cess see ecman seas 8.15 9.28 10.45 
Kental cost per $100 sales in leased premises 1.42 2.07 RooR 
Other operating expense - not including 

salaries OF Tent | escsvoeis os twee see eeoe 4.82 6,07 oak 
Total operating expense per $100 sales 2.000. 14.04 © 16.70 17.86 
Average yearly salary per full-time employee.| $ 944 $ 1,132. |$ 1,509 
Number of employees per $100,000 sales ....0. 6.38 8.18 9,51 


Middle Range Rigures ~ Meat Market Chains 


SS ss SSeS SSS neers 
fotal sales, volume of Chein <ys.e.cseeeeees bell telOuye le $197 ,462 $342,859 
Average Gales’ pen Store... e<esae see eect ve caylee § 38,600 $ 54,946 
Per cent of total number of stores opened in 

L950 ceicocmetigmccencucceene tesa epee esis se (),00 9.75 20.00 
Payroll cost paruglo0' saless 4 Jc.n sean wee 8.92 10.86 eee 
Kental cost per $100 sales in leased premises 1.74 2.48 2088 
Other operating expense ~ not including 

Salariesuor Kent "5.550 S55 oes 6 see oes eee 4,72 metl 7.56 
Total operating expense per $100 sales .o..0> 15,54 19.56 21.48 
Average yearly salary per full-time employee.| $ 957 € 1,148 $ 1,403 
Number of employees per $100,000 sales ...... 6,94 | 8.98 11.68 


a a a a ae a a nee 


Since each item in this table was obtained independently, the figures in . — 
any one column cannot be related to each other. Nor can the individual expense items 
be added to obtain the total expense ratios shown. For explanations on the method 
of obtaining these figures, see introduction. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, 1933. 


Food Chains in Canada, 1930 - 1933 


This report is the first of a series presenting preliminary 
figures for the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 19352. 
The basic figures for the year 1930 were secured from the Census taken in 
1931, and the data for the period 1931 to 1953 have been furnished for 
the Census just concluded. 


These preliminary figures of the retail sales of food chains 
relate only to chain store organizations and cannot be taken as a true 
indication of the trend of business for all food stores until the figures 
for independent stores have been prepared and compared with chain store 
sales. It is also necessary to point out that the entrance of new chain 
store organizations into this field, either through the expansion of 
Single or multiple stores into chains or the formation of new companies 
and the disappearance of chain store organizations through ceasing to do 
business or retaining less than four units, affect the volume of trade 
handled by chains from year to year. 


The food chains covered in this report are grocery chains, 
combination store chains (those selling both groceries and meats), and 
meat market and fish market chains. Separate details are given for each 
of the three classifications mentioned. Due to the development of units 
of the straight grocery type into combination stores selling both grocer- 
ies and meats, it has been necessary to make a number of changes in 
classification of the various chains, and a better comparison of the 
trends in business of these food chains is therefore obtained from a con- 
sideration of the combined figures for the three classifications. 


A group of stores has been considered as a chain only when 
four or mote stores are under the same ownership or management and carry 
On the same or similar kinds of business. In 1950, there were 88 of these 
food chains operating in Canada. The maximum number of stores in opera- 
tion during that year was 2,353, and these stores did a total business of 
$128,291,800. In 1932, there were 87 food chains operating a maximum of 
2,048 stores and having sales amounting to 102,940,200. Representing 
the sales of food chains in 1930 by 100, the relative sales for the three 
oe years may be represented by 97.16, 85.50 and 80.24 respect- 
ively. 


In Table II these food chains have been classified geographic- 
ally, giving figures by provinces for each of the years 1930 and 1933. In 
order to avoid disclosing the operations of individual companies, it has 
been necessary to give combined figures for the Maritime Provinces, while 
data for the Yukon and Northwest Territories are not shown but are includ- 
ed in the grand totals. The Maritime Provinces showed an increase in 
chain store business of 2.14 per cent over the amount reported in 1930, 
but this increase is due to the increase in the number of chain units from 
99 in 1930 to 141 in 1933. Decreases in chain store business were report- 
ed in the other geographic divisions. The greatest reduction is noted in 
Saskatchewan, where food chain sales in 1933 were 59.94 per cent of the 
1930 figure, while British Columbia showed the smallest decrease, the 19323 
figure amounting to 92.59 per cent of the 1950 business. 


Grocery Chains.--In 1930, there were 44 grocery chains in Can- 
ada. These operated 749 stores and had total retail sales of $45,043,800. 
In 1933, there were 42 chains of this type which operated 805 stores and 
had total sales of $36,519,600. 
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Combination Store Caains e~-These organizations :diigier from 
Broa ory chains in that they cperate at least a substantial proportion of 
units having meat departments. Later reports will be issued showing the 
numbcrcoiestraight grocery yand combination» stores ,opernated. by WEneR chains, 
but Ss tmpocesen (hore l piaeures sonby fate (eiven. "0lmi beso, there were 23 com- 
Piueia0m syore chains in Canada which oporated 1,079 stores and had total 
sales Of 74 S00 22005 >"tn eas. the number of chains had increased to 47, 
Pulte, wie nuunpe: Or Unite nad, decreased “to "L357" and *votal revailb“sables 
amounted to $60,758,100. 


Meat Market Chains.--During 1930, there were 21 meat market 

chains operating and these had 225 stores with total. retail sales of 

$8,447,800. An analysis of the sales of these stores, obtained in connec- 

PLOW With the 1931 fCensusas showed ‘thags or vGheir total business, the sale 

hiemeszus and poultry amounted to almost 85 per sent, while sales of bubper, 
We 
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Ch 
Sy 
i) 
v3) 
© 


encese andnesss. mace up théesvereater part OL GG remain Le a ne Oe) 
mere 18 meat market chains feving+*loo stores anq doing a votal 
Bess 7Ol Fone, 200 sor 67. 0S per .cenu of ihe 1930 turnover, 


VYo.tuntary Chains 


Oe thetpurposes of this Census, groups of independent retail- 
Savyervismme purposes shave 


PeomnOrmeG 1nto ,creganizatious for buying and/or g 
Seo) Classitied as voluntary chains. While @ number of these chains have 
weet rormed “by "dédlers” in"crucs; nerdware and shoes, they have developed 
Onierly Gorn \the,pur 5 Aue er a has Les and aliiied products. Only chains 
of this Latter Lvpe tare: INeRudEee tin This seevert.. 

MrO-uypes, Of Voluntary chains Have developed in’Canada during 
Bent years Tac rs), now as the “wholesaler retailer’ tvoe, consists 
ef 2 groun of shores mone «or Less «cLosely connected with,a.single whole- 


ror Seep Oluwackesalers who service the @neividual members. .The 
puore fronts are uniform indesign aud all the incividuel units a 
Mirae Mane Of the group FO Which they belong. CUhalns oF this ty 
fee desienaved “Type A". 


mndependent retai S who have Formed erour buylne oreenezetions iImiorger 


re 


wae mecond Type, known as vere van ier me ee ae GCONnSL Ste wor 
q ie: 
al: 
an 


a 
sioe 
ig 


mereccure some Or the benefits of bulk’ purchesine. tn Ome Vooseg," orders 
eee placed through a secretary eppointed by the organization, Wht esr 
Buner instances one of the members becomes 5 ae Bib the purchase of 
e consignment of goods. These goods are then distribu mong the members 
Bi vhe group. This type Ls referred ToView thes Wu lle anes eT yeti. 

The wholesalers Sony Lele these voluntary chains deal largely 
en fooastuffs, but the reteil stores may oo5 a Wide Lares OF commodities 

Cc 


a 
meen’ their co-operative buying activities may’) function only for particular 
‘lines such 4s eroceries. Trends in the-total sales on uhese chains would 
not, therefore, We. "er Coton GiGen OM "OL “Guict SrOwbh Of Gite VoLUntery ohain 
mystem in Canada. A better idea of the development of these chains would 
pe obt gained from &@ comperison of the yearlign purchases made upon a co-opéera-— 
Bivye basis by the different members. 


a 


i) SOumectLon WLGd Tae Le t Census of Merenandising, sched- 
Miles were sent to each of the who alers ‘servicing voluntary chains, 
toquesving that they indicate the 1x 1 numbéer of members in their group 
Mmuring each of the years 1930 to 1933. Data regarding the value of sales 
Mnace to members were also asked. For those groups which nad no particular 
mecoresaler (Type B), schedules were sent) to» the secretaries or to one of 
mooc members, requesting the number of members and data regarding the value 
m purchases made during the same years, 


In 1940,there were altogether 24 voluntary chains with @ maxi- 
oe Pamper of 4,545. members, and pureheses made by these members (at whole- 
Bale prices) amounted to $23,006,881. By 1933, the number of organizations 
Bec increased to 27, the number of members to 6,170, and purchases at 
maclesale prices amounted to cae egret OG, representing by LOC the pur- 
menhases made by these voluntery chains in 1930, the value of purchases made 
uring the three succeeding years may be re presented by 104.7, 111.5 ead 
416.2 respectively. 
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Of the 27 voluntary chains operating in 1933, 18 were of Type 
A and 9 were of Type B. Those of Type A had a maximum of 5,625 members 
in 1933, and purchases by these members, or sales by the wholesalers, 
amounted to $24,569,878. The 9 chains of Type B had 545 members and pur- 
chases made by these members amounted to $2,170,310. 


Figures regarding number of chains, stores and purchases for 
all voluntary chains are given for each of the years 1930 to 1933 inclus- 
ive in Table VII. In Tables VIII and IX, these figures are divided, giv- 
ing separate details for each of the two types. 


Food Chains in Canada, 1930 - 1933 


Grocery, Combination and Meat Store Chains Combtned 


Table I.--Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years,. 1930 =-°1933. 


Number of chains ... 87 


Number of stores 
CHEXAMUMIVN 5 sas eas 


meee. SALES .«ccessce 


Index of chain sales 
(1930=100 ) eooeveven 


2,348 
#102,940,200 


80.24 


Table II.--Number of Food Chains, Stores and Sales by Provinces, 1930 and 
1933 Compared. 
. et ‘. 2 


1930 1933 
CANADA, TOTAL = Chains 88 87 
Stores 2,003 2,548 
Sales. | $128,291,800 | $102, 940,200 
Index of chain sales (1930100) 100.00 80.24 
British Columbia - Chains 19 ARs 
Stores 244 281 
| Sales. | $ 10,117,100 |% 9, 3ar,200 
Index of chain sales (1930=100) 100.00 92.59 
Alberta - Chains 8 i 
Stores P20 126 
Sales. | $ 5,587,000 |$ 4,529,100 
Index of chain sales (1930=100) 100.00 80.89 
Saskatchewan - Chains 10 8 
Stores 165 140 
Sales. |% 6,969,300 |# 4,177,600 
Index of chain sales (1930*100) 100.00 59.94 
Manitoba - Chains 8 6 
Stores lel Lo 
Sales. | # 5,689,100 |$ 4,697,600 
Index of chain sales (1930=100) 100.00 62.07 
Ontario - Chains o7 36 
Stores De Oi, 1,087 
Sales. | $ 71,133,200 |* 54,989,500 
Index of chain sales (1930=100) 100.00 77.50 
Quebec - Chains 13 10 
Stores 495 463 
Sales. | $ 23,708,400 |$ 20,071,900 
Index of chain sales (1930=100) 100.00 84.66 
Maritime Provinces - Chains 13 15 
Stores i 99 141 
Sales. |$ 5,009,900 |# 5,117,300 
Index of chain sales (1930=100) | 100.00 102.14 
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Table III.--Number of Chains, Stores, Employment and Wage Facts, Sales and 
Stocks, 1933. 


ee POM CEMA i's le, loo! Gisi'ds okobavend.« otalel iets ertiondicne che alee 87 
Number of stores omoee3eeenee34sw5wseseteeeeeseee @ @ @eeeeereee#koer#e : 2,048 
Employees and wages (including part-time) - 


(Store managers and em- oo Saas at CLA be es 
rOoveecs Onl TnNClLudedy) wo) Sr Nef Cane ’ 
idites y ) Wages ..... er 7,897,900 
Total Sales, 1933 eeeeoeeeeeeeeeeetsteoweeeee eee3see 102, 940, 200 
Stocks on hand in stores, end of year, at cost 6,138,000 
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Grocery Chains in Canada 
Table IV.--Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930 - 1933. 


Number of chains 
Number of stores ... 
MP LOUGL SELCSiseccccecs 
-Index of chain sales 
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Combination Store Chains in Canada 
Table V.--Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930 - 1933. 
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1930 L9o2 1932 1935 


PUMmBSM TOL CHAINS %s.0:<-6104. 0's 26 27 
umber OF STOPES ..sssece 1,379 1,447 1,416 1,357 
Total Sales ......eseeeee ($74,800, 200 $76, 988, 600 |$67,006,300 $60,758,100 
Index of chain sales 

SOM UOOD sig sslene'e apie! se 102.93 89.58 81.13 


Meat Market Chains in Canada 


Table VI.~-Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930 - 1933. 
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mumoer Of CHAINS «+ +.< sss « 


ei 18 

mrunber Of StOres «cecsuces 220 186 

OCG SALGS ..esecencccos IG 8,447,800 5,662,500 
Index of chain sales 

POS LOO ee cio oe alse oele' 67.03 


Voluntary Chains in Canada, 1930 - 1933 
Table VII.--All Voluntary Chains - Chains, Stores and Purchases by Members 


from Wholesalers, by Years. 


Number of Number of Total Purchases | Index of 
poet chains stores (at wholesale prices purchases 
BIO0 s.0'8 6 20 4,545 20,006,881 100.00 
POOL 6.0 26 5,345 24,076,795 104.65 
1932 ceee 26 Deve 20,657,597 111.52 
1933 «oe. 27 6,170 26,740,188 116.23 
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able VIII. --Type A - Voluntary Chains. 


Total Purchases 


Year at_wholesale prices 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA, 1934 


Introduction 


This report, based upon returns received for the anmial Census of Merchandi 
ing and Service Establishments, presents a summary of the business transacted by food 
chains in Canada during 1934, together with comparative figures for earlier years. 1 
food chains included here are grocery chains, combination store chains (those selling 
both groceries and meats), and meat market chains. ( 
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There were 86 food chain companies in Canada in 1934 operating & 2,585 see 
with sales of $104,912,800. In 1933 there were 91 food chain companies with Ry 398 
stores and $103,638, 500 sales while in 1930, the earliest year for which data are 
available, there were 87 food chains with 2,352 stores and §127,582,500 sales. Thus 
while the value of chain sales for 1924 was still 17.8 per cent belon the 1930 level, 
it was 1.2 per cent higher than the amount reported for 1933. 
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A comparison of chain store sales with total retail sales shows that the 86 
food chain companies operating in 1934 transacted e8.9 per cent of the business of a 
similar stores, including both chains and independents, for that year. Ratios of cha 
store sales to total sales for earlier years are &9.8 per cent for 1933, 29.7 per cent 
for 1932, 29.0 per cent for 1931, and 26.1 per cent for 1930. As there are comparativ 
ely few strictly meat market chains in Canada these ratios of chain store sales to ~— 
total sales are considerably lower than they would be if figures for all meat markets, 
including chains and independents, were excluded from the calculations. When groce 
and combination stores only are considered, the ratio of chain store sales to total 
sales was 5¢.8 per cent for 1934 as nompeed with 33.3 per cent for 1933 and 29.5 per 
cent for 1930. It should be understood, of course, that all comparisons between chai 
store sales and total sales refer to the total business of the stores in question and 
not to the sales of. specified commodities. Many stores, in addition to the three q 
kinds of food stores analyzed in this report, sell food products. Thus, while it is : 
shown that food chains transacted 28.9 per cent of the total business of all similar — 
steres in 1934, no information is available to show what proportion of the total sale 
of food products through all retail channels of distribution is made by chains. A © 
comparison of food chain sales and total food store sales is given in the following — 
table which shows the ratio of chain sales to the total trade for grocery, combinatior 
store and meat markets combined, and then for grocery and combination stores only. 
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Comparison of Food Chain Store Sales with Total Food Store Sales, by Years 


Grocery Stores, Combination Grocery Stores and Combination 
Stores and Meat Markets Stores 


ae All Stores, [Chain Store [Chain |All Stores, |Chain Store |Chain 
__|| Total Sales | Sales |Ratio [Total Sales sales Ratio 
3 1p $ $ 


1930 .......- |] 488,429,600 |127,582,500 | 26.1 [405,403,400 |119,498,600 | 29.5 
1933 ...2ssce6 |] 347,397,000 |103,638,500 | 29.8 |297,307,000 | 98,862,100 | 33.3 
hs A 32.8 


For the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments a chain store 
system is taken to mean a group of four or more stores under the same ownership and 
management and carrying on the same or similar kinds of business. Voluntary chains, 
in which the different stores are individually owned and operated, but are grouped 
for buying and advertising purposes, are not included with the company chains but 
reference to these chains is made in a later section of this report and their activ-— 
ities are summarized in Table ¢. 


The 86 food chains operating in 1934 included 40 grocery chains with 746 
stores and $37,390,600 sales. There were also 24 combination store chains operating 
1,493 stores with $63,484,300 sales. A great many units belonging to these combina- 
tion store chains sold groceries only but no information is available to show the 
number or value of sales of combination store units as distinguished from those of 
the purely grocery type. In addition to the grocery store chains and combination 
store chains there were also le meat market chains with 156 stores and these had 
sales of $4,037,900. . 


Employment and Wages in Food Chains.--The 86 food chains operating in 1934 
required the services of 10,542 male and 1,872 female employees to whom $7,958,200 
were paid in salaries and wages. These figures relate to all store employees, part-— 
time as well as full-time, but they do not include head office or.warehouse employees 
or payroll. A comparison of the sales figures, employment and wage data for the two 
years 1933 and 1934, shows that while the value of food chain sales increased in 1934 
by slightly more than one per cent over the amount recorded for 1933, the average 
number of full-time and part-time store employees increased by 8.5 per cent while the 


amount paid in salaries and wages decreased slightly by .& per cent below the 1933 


figure. | 


Trends in Food Chain Sales by Provinces.--While for the Dominion as a whole 
food chain’ sales were 1.23 per cent higher in 1934 than in the preceding year, con- 
siderable variations from this average occurred in the several provinces. Five of 
the eight provinces for which figures can be shown reported an increase in food chain 
sales in 1934 over 1933 while a decrease in the value of sales was reported by three. 
The different provinces, together with the corresponding percentage changes in chain 
sales between the two yearsjare as follow: Alberta, +5.71 per cent; Manitoba, +4.21 
per cent; British Columbia, +3.42 per cent; Nova Scotia, +2.86 per cent; Ontario, 
+2.0]1 per cent; Saskatchewan, —.22 per cent; Quebec, -3.41 per cent, and New Bruns- 
wick, -5.19 per cent. 


It should be remembered that variations in the value of chain sales as re- 
corded from year to year reflect the net composite effect of changes in the number 
of chain companies, variations in the number of stores operated by continuing firms 
and also variations in the value of sales of individual units. It should also be 


es 


remembered that variations in the number of chains shown from year to year are due 
not only to the total disappearance of old companies and to the introduction of new 
firms but also to changes in size of existing firms. Some firms which previously 
operated two or three stores have increased the number of their units to four or 
more and are now included with the chains. Other firms decreased the number of units 
operated below the four~store limit and are no longer classified as chains. 


Comparison of Chain Store Sales and Total Sales by Provinces.--The ratio 
of chain store sales to total sales in the grocery, combination and meat market field 
was not uniform in 1934 for all provinces. In comparison with the Dominion average 
of 28.9 per cent, the ratio of chain store sales to total food store sales was great— 
est in Ontario and, with the exception of Prince Edward Island where only one chain 
unit was operating, it was lowest in New Brunswick. The several provinces, arranged 
in descending order of chain ratios for 1934, together with these percentages of 
chain store sales to total sales for that year are as follows Ontario, 36.5 per cent; 
British Columbia, 35.6 per cent; Saskatchewan, 31.¢ per cent; Manitoba, 30.6 per 
cent; Alberta, 27.9 per cent; Nova Scotia, 22.8 per cent; Quebec, 18.5 per cent, 
and New Brunswick, 14.4 per cent. A comparison of chain store ratios by provinces 
for 1933 and 1934 shows that, excepting only Manitoba where a slight increase took 
place, chains in the food store field transacted a smaller proportion of the total 
food store business in all provinces during 1934 than in the preceding year. Table 
3 presents a summary of food chain business in Canada by provinces for each year from 
1930 to 1934 and shows, for each province and year, the number of chain companies, 
number of chain units, value of chain sales, total food store sales and ratios of 
chain store sales to total sales. Indexes of chain sales on the base (1930 = 100) 
are also shown. | 


Distribution of Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and by Size of Locality, 
1934.--Of the ae 395 units of food chains operating in Canada during 1934, 1,086 were 
located in Ouccric and 483 were in Quebec, There were 305 units in British Commies 
370 in the Prairie Provinces and 149 in the Maritimes. Of the $104,912,800 sales 
made by these chains, the Ontario stores accounted for $56,563,500 or 53.91 per cent 
and the Quebec stores for 18.83 per cent. The proportions of the total chain store 
business attributable to the other provinces are as follow: British Columbia, 8.74 
per cent; Manitoba, 4.67 per cent; Alberta, 4.55 per cent; Saskatchewan, 3.97 per — 
cent; Nova Scotia, 3.77 per cent; and New Brunswick, 1.37 per cent. 


In addition to giving the distribution by provinces, Table 4 presents a 
more detailed analysis of stores and sales by size of locality and shows that 47.15 
per cent of the total value of sales for food chains in 1954 may be attributed to 
cities of 100,000 population or more. The proportions of the total business trans-— 
acted in the other size-of-—locality classes shown in the table are as follow; ALL 
places of 30,000 to 100,000 population combined, 13.16 per cent; all places of 
10,000 to 30,000 population combined, 15.91 per cent; all places of 1,000 to 10,000 
population combined, 18,20 per cent, and all unincorporated localities and places of 
less than 1,000 population, 5.58 per cent, In 1930 a slightly smaller proportion, or 
44.64 per cent of the total food chain business, was transacted in the largest size- 
of—population class while 5.11 per cent was transacted in the smallest size class. 


A comparison of the distribution of food chain stores by size of locality 
for 1934 as shown in Table 4 with a similar analysis (1) for 1930 reveals, in the 
main, only minor changes, For the Dominion as a whole there were slight increases in 
the number of stores in all size-of-locality classes excepting only the middle size 
group consisting of those places of from 10,000 to 30,000 population, Figures for 
British Columbia show 46 more stores in Vancouver in 1934 than in the earlier year, ~ 
No significant changes 41 in the distribution of stores occurred in Alberta or in Manito) 
(1) Food Chains in Canada, 1930. Page 1l (Revised Figures). 
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In Saskatchewan decreases occurred in all size-of-locality classes; Ontario reported 
decreases in the three largest size-of-locality groups and minor increases in the two 
smaller ones. In Q uebec slight increases occurred in both the largest and the smal- 
lest size groups, while fewer stores were operating in the three middle classes in 
1934 than in the earlier period. In the Maritime Provinces increases were reported 
for all localities reflecting the expansion of chain stores in that economic division 
in recent years. 


Comparison of Chain Stores and Sales for Principal Cities, by Years, 1930 
and 1934.--In Table 5 comparative figures. for 1930 and 1934 are summarized to show 


the number of food chain stores and value of sales, firstly, for each province or 
economic division as a whole, secondly, for all cities of 30,000 population or more 
combined within each province or division, thirdly, for each individual city of 
30,000 population or more, and, fourthly, for all places of lesser size combined. The 
percentage changes in value of sales between 1930 and 1934 are also given and show 
that for the Dominion as a whole and for all provinces, except Ontario and the Mari- 


times, the declines in food chain sales were greater in places of less than 30, 000 


population than in the larger cities and towns. For Ontario the decline in tale of 
chain sales was 21.18 per cent for all places of 30,000 population or over combined 
as compared with 18.67 per cent for the group of smaller localities. In New Bruns- 
wick and Nova Scotia an increase of 43.3 per cent in value of chain sales was 
recorded for the larger population class while a smaller increase of 6.21 per cent 
was reported for the group of smaller places. 


Wide differences are found in the percentage changes in value of chain 
store sales over the period 1930 to 1934 as shown for the 20 cities mentioned in 
Table 5, the total variation ranging from an increase of 66.58 per cent in the case 
of Halifax to a decrease of 55.75 per cent in the case of Saskatoon. Chain store 
sales were higher in 6 of the 20 cities in 1934. than in 1930 and were lower in 14. 
A decrease of less than 25 per cent was reported by 8 of the 14 cities registering 
declines in chain store sales, while decreases in the other 6 cities were in excess 
of that amount. These changes in the value of sales refer only to the business 


transacted by chain stores and cannot be taken as indicative of the business trends 


of all food stores. Table 5 also shows the maximum number of stores in each city 
and locality in 1930 and 1954. Since a considerable number of these stores were 
open for only part of the, year, too much significance cannot be placed upon changes 
in average sales per store for different places as derived from the number of stores 
and value of sales shown in the table. 


Gross Margins for Food Chains.--Gross margin for grocery chains in 1934 
formed 17.57 per cent of total net sales for the same period. The gross margin 
ratio for combination store chains was 19.38 per cent of net sales while for meat 
markets it was £3.90 per cent. 


The term "gross margin" is used here to represent the amount remaining 
after deducting the net cost of goods sold from net sales. The net cost of goods 
sold is calculated from the net cost of goods purchased during the year and from 
the inventory values at the beginning and close of the period. The net cost of 
goods purchased includes the invoice value less all returns, allowances and dis- 
counts, plus inward freight, cartage to warehouse, duty, insurance in transit, and 
other expenses incidental to receipt of merchandise. Warehousing charges and costs 
of transportation from warehouses to stores are not included in the purchase price 


and all operating expenses of the stores are, of course, excluded. Transportation 


ae 


costs of goods shipped directly from wholesalers or manufacturers or factory to the 
retail stores were to be included in the value of purchases. 
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Most of the larger chain store companies, in addition to performing the 
duties of retailers, carry on the work of wholesalers in so far as the physical 
handling of merchandise is concerned. To what extent the various chains perform the 
functions of wholesalers in addition to those of retailers it is difficult to say. — 
An attempt was made to classify the different chain store companies according to the 
proportions of goods which they bought direct from manufacturers, but due to | 
inadequate records in some cases and to the difficulty met by other firms in always 
distinguishing as between wholesalers and manufacturers this classification was not — 
completed. It should be noted that the difference between the cost of goods sold 
and the value of net sales as reported by any chain company for the Census of Mer- 
chandising Establishments represents the gross margin for the entire organization 
rather than that margin or profit which might be considered applicable to the re- 
tailing function only. It should be stated, however, that several of the larger 
chain store companies which do not operate central warehouses in connection with 
their business are closely allied with a wholesale firm from which the stores are 
stocked.. Gross margin figures reported by such chains relate to the retailing func— 
tions only and do not include the margin or profit applicable to the servicing 
wholesale companies. 


Grocery Chains.—-Gross margin for grocery store chains, as determined from 
‘the aggregate figures of of the reporting firms, amounted to 17.57 per cent of net sale 
When classified according to type of operation, it is found that gross margin for 
local chains (all units located within one town or city) formed 15.12 per cent of 
net sales as compared with 18.77 per cent for provincial and sectional chains. When 
the chains are classified according to the number of stores operated, those firms 
with less than 6 units were found to have a gross margin of 14.98 per cent of net 
sales. Gross margin was 16.42 per cent for chains with from 6 to 10 stores, 18.14 
per cent for chains with from 11 to 50 stores, and 17.80 per cent for chains operat— 
ing more than 50 stores. When classified according to totel sales volume, chains 
having annual sales of less than $200,000 operated on a gross margin of 14.66 per 
cent of net sales as compared with 15.84 per cent for chains with annual sales of 
from $200,000 to $1,000,000 and 18.21 per cent for the larger chains with annual 
sales exceeding that amount. Generally speaking then, gross margin as a percentage 
of net sales increases as the size of chain increases. This result is, of course, 
consistent with the tending of the largerchains to agsume the functions of whole- 
salers Nath a greater degree than the smaller organizations. 


Combination Store Chains.--Gross margin for all combination store chains — 
as a whole formed 19.38 per cent of net sales. Gross margins for combination store 
chains are shown in Table 7, in which the various chain companies are classified in 
a manner similar to that outlined for the grocery firms. In interpreting the figure 
given for these combination store chains, however, a number of factors should be kep 
in mind. In the first place, gross margin percentage of net sales is normally highe 
for meat markets than for grocery stores. The combination store chains analyzed her 
operated varying proportions of straight grocery stores and combination stores. In 
addition, all combination units did not sell similar proportions of grocery and meat 
products. Gross margin data for combination store chains are affected by these fac- 
tors to such an extent that when the various companies are classified according to 1 
size no definite relationship can be observed as between size of chain and gross mar 
gin percentage of net sales. 


In comparison with the average gross margin of 19.23 per cent of net sales 

for all combination store chains the ratio was £0.29 per cent for local chains, 20.1 
per cent for provincial chains, and 19.23 per cent for sectional and national = 
| 

i} 


When classified according to size the larger chains were found to operate upon a 
slightly lower gross margin percentage of net sales than that reported by the smalle 
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Meat Market Chains.--Gross mergin for the 1é meat market chains operating 
in 1934 averaged 23.90 per cent of net sales. In comparison with this figure the 
gross margin for local chains was 23.36 per cent while for provincial and sectional 
chains it was 24.27 per cent. When classified according to size of business, the 
gross margin for 6 chains each having annual sales of less than $200,000 averaged 
24.78 per cent of sales as compared with 23.73 per cent for the remaining 6 compan- 
ies, each of which had annual sales for 1934 exceeding $200,000. 


Non-Weighted Average Gross Margins.--The average gross margin percentages 
mentioned in the preceding sections and shown in Tables 6, 7 and 8 were derived 
from the aggregate net sales and aggregate cost of goods sold as reported by the 
various firms. These averages are therefore influenced by the inclusion of data 
for the larger organizations and they may not be typical of average operating re- 
sults. In order to obtain an average that would not be thus weighted the percentage 
of gross margin to net sales was computed for each company. These percentages were 
arranged in an array in ascending order and after omitting the lower and upper quar- 
ters of the figures the average of the middle half of the array was found. Using 
this method, average gross margin for grocery chains was found to be 16.1 per cent 
of net sales as compared with 17.57 per cent as obtained by the weighted method. 

The unweighted gross margin for combination store chains was 20.00 per cent as com- 
pared with 19.38 per cent and for meat market chains the unweighted average was 
23.80 per cent as compared with €3.90 per cent. 


Voluntary Chains.-~The chains analyzed in the preceding sections are 
company operated organizations under the control of a central management. Reports 
were secured for the Census of Merchandising to show that there were also 23 
voluntary food chains with 5,659 members in Canada during 1934. While the total 
value of sales for the members of voluntary chains is not known, information was 
received to show that the value of purchases made upon a co-operative basis from 
the affiliated wholesalers at wholesale prices was $26,842,228. In 1933 there were 
27 voluntary food chains with 6,025 members and purchases upon a co-operative 
basis at wholesale prices for that year were valued at $26,725,418. Thus while 
there were fewer voluntary chains and 366 fewer members, the value of purchases 
made upon a co-operative basis increased by $116,810 indicating a corresponding 
increase in average purchases per store. A summary showing the number of voluntary 
food chains, number of members and value of purchases by years, from 1930 to 1934, 
is presented in Table @. 
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Table 5.—~-Food Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 1930 and 1924 


Value of LES 
Province and City Per Cent 
1930 1934 of Change 


| 
CANADA, Total(1) ..........]| 2,352 2,393 | 127,582,500 [104,912,800] -17.77 


Places 30,000 and over, total ....... 73,464,800] 635,273,900} -13.87 
Places under 30,000, total ......ccce- 54,117,700} 41,568,400] -23.19 
British Columbia, total ... LOS LET GLOO - 9.41 
Places 30,000 and over, total ....... 5,961,900 - 3.80 
WBMCOUVEDr secsccacsccccaces 5,438 ,000 -~ 4.06 
Wiptorielivcrvutieee ek coe une 523,900 = LeOd 
Places under 30,000, total ....ccrcose 4,155,200 ~17 .46 
Alperta. "GOGCHIS Uis.ci sie 4 943s 6 D,087 ,000 -14.49 
Places 30,000 and over, total ....... 3,055,400 - 3,36 
Caleary % <s\sic Sle Ue oe lc.0's sweets 2,042,100 + 6.70 
MOMONELON diela fiw @irele.« scapatare ete 1,013,300 -235.80 
Places under 30,000, total ....... ae &,061L,600 —27 93 
Saskatchewan, total ....... 6,969, 300 -~40.19 
Places 30,000 and over, total ....... 2,197,100 ~36 34 
RUS LIAB setats crouse) siaisiess a: aveveiave sis 1,139,600 -18 33 
SA SKS TOON UH eyie'e dtelerek's © atnelem 1,057, 500 -55.75 
Places under 30,000, total ......0c6. 4,772,200 -41.96 
Manitoba, GObRI 4. ipe werner siowrll 5,689,100 -13.95 
Winn peg |\c. ols cess ciel ys ya siete 3,602,600 +) £40) 
Places under 30,000, total .......0.6. 2,086, 500 ~38.74 
Ontario. DORAL felis bo sie sts 70,769,300 -20.07 
Places 30,000 and over, total ....... 39,665, 400 -21.18 
BrAnGL O10 5 sic «e's ols sia tinicles oie 869,400 oe ae eee 
TAMA COM din a\sial eteietele’s ia) eiare ie atets 5,270, 200 -14.08 
Ki-Gehener ft cscateerstete s on cou 804, 500 —25.88 
LONGO) Wis ake o's a waure «eee 6 0 si 1,825,200 -33.30 
OD CE We tustls oiols sie are sista eeet ottto ore 3,515,800 -16.38 
DOVONLD i ais noise Saye walters 24,159,000 -21.80 
WanGSGY e's + pvie. a eps es ae ens ole 3,221, 500 -33.00 
Places under 30,000, total ....s.scee 31,103,900 -18 .67 
DMEDEC) GLOURL) .n seis « able si gcels a 25,708,400 59,700| -16.66 
Places 30,000 and over, total ....... 17,476,300 | 16,145,600| —- 7.61 
MOnGreail ic ps Gis om sl c'o or se sors 13,586,700 | 13,370,200} —- 1.59 
QUBDE OM Karsts cls ais aie «ste p's Sara oi 1,540,600 -41 35 
TREECERIVETE) ata ais 6's e's eisiei wie s X +48 .17 
Verdin ais eres. cepacia (x) Sag Gohl 
Places under 30,000, total .....e.ee.% 6, ¢5e,100 -42.01 | 
New Brunswick and Nova 
SCOLIB, / LOLALEs velec ise ee see ul 4,456,400 +21,.08 @ 
Places 30,000 and over, total ....... 1,506,100 +43 .30 ‘ 
Halataxia tomate ste tesa cee 887 , 300 +66.58. @ 
See Oates sate setele Meee ek 618,800 + 9.92 
Places under 50 000. WOTAL Acie e's aa one 2,950,300 +. 9015. ae 


1) Includes Prince Edward Island, Yulion and Northwest Territories. 
An (X) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA, 1955 

| 

This report, based upon returns received for the annual Census 
of Merchandising and Service Establishments, presents a summary of the bus- 
iness transacted by food chains in Canada in 1955, together with compara- 
tive figures for earlier years. The food chains included here are grocery 
store chains, combination store chains (those selling both groceries and 
meats) and meat market chains. 


There were 86 food chain companies in Canada in 1935 with 2,309 
stores and $105,635,900 sales compared with a like number of chains with 
2,595 stores and $104, 912,800 sales in 1934. These figures show but slight 
variations from those given in a preliminary bulletin issued earlier in the 
year. A decline in the number of food chain firms due to the removal of 
seven companies from the field was offset by the introduction of seven new 
‘concerns, leaving the total number of food chains in 1935 unchanged from 
1934. During the one-year interval, a total of 176 unit stores were remov- 
ed from the field while 90 new units were added, resulting in a net decrease 
of 86 stores. In spite of this reduction in number of units, a slight in- 
erease in aggregate sales over the preceding year was recorded, indicating 
‘@ more substantial increase in business on the part of the continuing 
istores. The 86 food chains included 38 grocery store chains with 611 
‘stores and $23,870,900 sales. There were 35 combination store chains with 
(1,540 stores and $77,547,500 sales. Of course, a great many of these com- 
bination store chains operate many straight grocery units in addition to 
those of the combination type. Of the 1,540 stores operated by combination 
chains, 681 were straight grocery units and these had total sales of $25,- 
(710,500 or an average of $37,754 each; the remaining 839 stores sold both 
groceries and fresh meats and these had total sales of $51,377,900 or an 
‘average of $61,237 each. An analysis of the types of stores operated by 
these chains and given in Table 2 shows that units of the smaller combina- 
tion store chains are practically all of the combination type while the 
units of the five largest companies are about equally divided between com- 
bination and purely grocery units. In all cases, however, average sales 
per store are greater for the combination stores than for the straight 
grocery units. 


| There were also 14 meat market chains with 158 stores and $4,217,- 
500 sales. 


| A comparison of chain sales and total food store sales for 1935 
indicates a slight reduction in the proportion of total business transacted 
by chains. The 86 food chains transacted 28.5 per cent of the total bus- 
iness of all grocery and combination stores and meat markets in 1935; 
corresponding chain ratios for earlier years are 28.9 per cent for 1934, 
29.8 per cemt for 1933 and 26.1 per cent for 1930. Since there are com- 
paratively few strictly meat market chains in Canada, these ratios of 

chain sales to total sales are considerably smaller than they would be if 
figures for all meat markets, including chains and independents, were ex- 
cluded from the calculations. When grocery and combination stores only 
are considered, the ratio of chain sales to total sales was 32.5 per cent 
in 1935 compared with 32.8 per cent in 1934, 33.3 per cent in 1933 and 
29.5 per cent in 1930. It must be remembered that all comparisons between 
chain and total sales are based on the total sales of these stores and not 
upon the sales of selected commodities. Many stores, in addition to the 
three types of stores analyzed in this report, sell food products. Thus, 
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while it is true that food chains transacted 28.5 per cent of the total 
business of all similar stores in 1935, no information is available to show 
what proportion of the total sale of food products through all retail chan- 
nels of distribution is made by chains. A comparison of food chain sales 
and total food store sales is given in the following table which shows the 
ratio of chain sales to the total trade for grocery and combination stores 
and meat markets combined, and then for grocery and combination stores only. 


Comparison of Food Chain Store Sales With Total Food Store Sales, 
by Years 


2 ee an ee ne 


Grocery and Combination 


Grocery and Combination 
Stores and Meat Markets 


Year 


RC vee ee pew Oe & sy med, 
Par Stores, |Chain Store] Chain 
Total Sales Sales i 
aac an ee 
405.403,400/}119,498, 600] 29.5 
297,507,000] 98,862,100133.2 
007,478, 0001200,874, 9001 32.8 
312,197,000] 101,418,400] 32.5 


A A A= 


LISD voce 
P1935 ee 
1934 
) 1955 


488,429,600/127,582,500] 26.1 
347,397,000] 103,638,500] 29.8 
363,056,000] 104, 912,800] 28.9 
370,909,000} 105,635,900] 28.5 


| Employment and Wages in Food Chains.--The 86 food chains operating in 
)1935 required the services of 10,544 male and 1,722 female employees, to 
whom $8,094,500 were paid in salaries and wages. These figures relate to 
all store employees, both part-time and full-time, but they do not include 
‘head office or warehouse employees or payroll. A comparison of sales, 
employment and wages for 1954 and 1935 shows that, while sales increased by 
/.7 per cent, the average number of employees declined slightly by 1.2 per 
cent and the total store wage bill increased by 1.7 ver cent. 


Trends in Food Chain Sales by Provinces.-~Increases of almost 10 per 
cent in food chain sales in 1945 over 1984 were reported in British Colum- 


-bia, Alberta and Saskatchewan, but these were largely offset by decreases 
in New Brunswick and Quebec, resulting in a net increase of only .7 per 
cent for the Dominion as a whole. The different provinces, together with 
the corresponding percentage changes in food chain sales between the two 
myears, are as follows: Alberta, + 9.9 per cent; British Columbia, + 9.9 
‘per cent; Saskatchewan, + 9.4 per cent; Nova Scotia,:+ 4.2 per cent: 
“Manitoba, - 1.7 per cent; Quebec, - 4.8 per cent, and New Brunswick, 

h- 9.6 per cent. 


Comparison of Chain Stores and Sales for Principal Cities, 
by Years, 1964 and 1935 


In Table 4 comparative figures for 1934 and 1955 are summarized 
to show the number of food chain stores and value of sales for each city 
of 50,000 population or more as well as for all places of lesser size com- 
bined within each province or division. Percentage change in chain store 
sales as shown for the various cities reflect changes both in the amount 
(of business done by continuing stores and also in the number of units oper- 
pating in the two years. For this reason, changes in chain sales cannot be 
taken as representative of trends in total food store sales. Also, since 

many of these stores were opened or closed during the years for which fig- 
ures are shown, too much significance cannot be placed upon changes in 
average sales per store as derived from the total number of stores and 
value of sales shown in the table. 


Increases in food chain sales were greatest in Edmonton, Saska- 
toon, Victoria and Vancouver, while smaller increases were reported in 
other five cities of 30,000 population or more. Due to the removal of two 
companies from the chain store field, a pronounced decrease in chain sales 
was recorded in Quebec City. A large decline of 19.27 per cent was also 
reported for St. John, while smaller decreases were reported in nine other 
cities. Food chain sales in all places of 830,000 population as a whole 
were 1.08 per cent lower in 1935 than in 1944 while in smaller localities 
Sales were up by 3.31 per cent. 
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GROSS MARGINS FOR FOOD CHAINS 


Gross margin for all food chains as a whole formed 19.22 per cent 
of sales in 1935 compared with a slightly lower figure or 18.91 per cent in 
1934. The gross margin percentage in 1945 was 15.98 per cent for grocery 
chains, 19.99 per cent for combination store chains and 23.58 per cent for 
meat market chains. 


For the second consecutive year, data relating to gross margin 
have been secured from chain and independent concerns. The term "gross 
margin” is used here to represent the amount remaining after deducting the 
net cost of goods sold from net sales. The net cost of goods sold is cal- 
culated from the net cost of goods purchased during the year and from the 
inventory values at the beginning and close of the period. The net cost 
of goods purchased includes the invoice value less all returns, allowances 
and discounts, plus inward freight, cartage to warehouse, duty, insurance 
in transit, and other expenses incidental to receipt of merchandise. Ware- 
housing charges and costs of transportation from warehouses to stores are 
not included in the purchase price and all operating expenses are, of 
course, excluded. Transportation costs of goods shipped directly from 
wholesalers or manufacturers to the retail stores were to be included in 
the value of purchases. 


Most of the larger chain store companies, in addition to perform- 
ing the duties of retailers, carry on the work of wholesalers in so far as 
the physical handling of merchandise is concerned. It should be noted 
that the difference between the cost of goods sold and the value of net 
Sales as reported by any chain company for the Census of Merchandising rep- 
resents the gross margin for the entire organization rather than that mar- 
gin or profit which might be considered applicable to the retailing 
function only. In a few instances, food chains indicated that their ware- 
house carried on a small amount of wholesale business in addition to 
Supplying their own stores. Since the value of purchases included both 
goods bought for their own stores and also for resale at wholesale, the 
gross margin percentages shown herein are based upon the aggregate sales 
through retail stores together with any sales at wholesale direct from the 
warehouse to other retailers. 


Grocery Chains.--Gross margin for grocery store chains formed 15.98 
sper cent of net sales in 1935 compared with 17.57 per cent in 1934. An 
accurate comparison between the two years is not valid, however, on account 
of the reclassification of firms as between grocery chains and combination 
store chains in the two years. A classification of the grocery chains 
according to type of operation shows that gross margin was 15.58 per cent 
Bf sales for local chains in 1935 and 16.37 per cent for provincial and 
sectional chains. When classified according to number of stores, gross 
margin varied from 14.35 per cent for the smaller companies with fewer than 
six stores to 17.42 per cent for a group of three chain companies each with 
more than 40 units. A further classification according to amount of annual 
sales also shows the smaller concerns to operate on a smaller gross margin 
than the larger firms. It must be remembered in this connection that the 
smaller chains are retailers only, while the larger companies perform the 
functions of retailers and, to some extent, those of wholesalers also. 


Combination Store Chains.--Gross margin for all combination store 
chains formed 19.99 per cent of net sales in 1935 compared with 19.38 per 
cent in 1934. All combination store chains do not carry on the same pro- 
portions of grocery and meat business and gross margin percentage is 
normally higher for meat than for grocery sales. On account of this lack 
of homogeneity in the various companies, an exact relationship between 
size of chain and gross margin percentage is not to be expected. In spite 
of this lack of homogeneity, however, Table 6 reveals a fairly definite 
tendency for gross margin to increase as the size of chain increases. 


Meat Market Chains.--Gross margin for meat market chains averaged 
25.58 per cent of net sales in 1935 compared with 23.90 per cent in 1934. 
The ratio was 23.01 per cent for local chains and 24.04 per cent for pro- 
vincial and sectional chains; it was 23.54 per cent for chains of less 
than $200,000 and approximately the same figure or 25.59 per cent for 
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hains doing an annual business of more than $200,000. Meat market chains, 
rrespective of size, perform the functions of wholesalers to but a very 
imited extent. For this reason, an increase in gross margin percentage of 
et sales as the size of chain increases was not to be expected. 


ACCOUNTS OUTSTANDING AT END OF YEAR 


Accounts outstanding on the books of food chains on December 31, 
935, totalled $1,177,000 or 1.1 per cent of the total annual sales. [In 
ddition to customers' accounts, this amount may represent, to some extent, 
oney owing by municipalities on relief vouchers. The comparatively small 
nount outstanding on the books of these food chains is indicative of the 
estricted credit business carried on. Comparative figures for independent 
tores operating in the food store field show that the amount of customers' 
eccounts outstanding on their books at the end of the year formed 7.9 per 
ent of their total annual business. 


VOLUNTARY CHAINS 


In. connection with the annual Census of Merchandising, the Bureau 
f Statistics endeavours to secure information relating to the extent of the 
Oluntary chain business in Canada. While no information is available to 
how the total amount of business transacted by the members of these volun- 
ary chains, data are secured to show the value of sales at wholesale prices 
ade by the affiliated wholesalers to these members. An exact statistical 
easurement of the trend in voluntary chains is rendered impossible by the 
ndefinite nature of some groups and the difficulty in determining when 
thers should be considered as voluntary chains. Some wholesalers which 
reviously stated that they were affiliated with these buying groups now 
tate that they now render the same concessions to all their clients. 


According to the reports received, there were 29 different buying 
roups in Canada in 1935 with a total of 6,465 members, and purchases at 
holesale prices from the affiliated companies totalled $27,525,349. Com- 
Beatvive figures, for earlier years are given in Table 8. 
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Table 1.--Summary of Food Chain Stores in Canada, 1 


& ; ee | total Combination| Meat 
| Food Grocery Store Market 
Chains Chains Chains Chains 


35 13 
1,498 151 
| bi ii Seo 158 
$105, 635,900] % 81735475500 194 
$106,531, 600] 024,385,900) $77,928,200 | 94 


BEEMORTATORICTOING 6 sicic¢ eee. vs tle sieishe oe eee 
‘Number of stores, average(1) .....eesee 
Number of stores, maximum ...cecccacece 
Net sales, 1935: Store sales .. 
Total sales(2) 

‘Stocks on hand, end of year, at cost -- 
TEBE OCRT TN SGOCOG va edeiciisid s vclalenaeeh % 


| 

6,046,900/§ 1,683,100/$ 4,255,000}4 108,800 
In warehouses se teererssesoecseece| @ 3,530,600 2,3777,400 I< 

| 

| 

| 

| 


.) 9,500 
Baross margin, amount ...ccccccvcceceecs 20,473,000] % $15,581,300 Y 994,500 
Per cent of total sales. ....c-ee- 23.58 
Average number of store employees (in- 
) cludes full-time and part-time) --| 
Duele Ree ye lises bea ass 9 stl 592 
FOMALE sesnccvovcveecssscossesceve| eA 


Salaries and wages eooeesoeeeseoeecerenn 9 1,633,500 8 6,005,200 % 455,800 
Total accounts outstanding on December 
31 = 
AMO GE a cuelelsiaisle oie a eielsiele'e o1@ ersielseiels cee $ 


9  331,70019 % 135,800 
Per cent of cotel Gales ..<. vss 8 Me 


(1) Derived from number of units at beginning, middle and end of year. 
(2) Includes any sales at wholesale prices direct from warehouses. — 


Table 2.--Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Store Chains in 1 


Let Total | Unite (2) Grocery Units Combination Units 


ia Sales 


Fit ae saa ou | 7 
Chains, Total Pit 1 00 Z i 200 


Size of Chain 


All Combination Store 


Chains having -- | 
Less than 10 units.) 23 1341 5,901,000 9 181,700] 116 | 5,484,200 
| 
| 70 | 2,313,900} 219 | 5,552,000 


602 | 23,214,900 604 | 40,342,700 


10 to 99 units ....f 7 199| 8,063,900 
5 1,207| 63,582,600 


100 units and over. | 


(1) These figures include a few stores other than grocery and combination stores. 
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Table 3.--Principal Statistics of Food Chains by Provinces, 1930 - 1935 


(Grocery, Combination a one mar ken" Chains ee 


Tee ee SHOAGEBy 
ANADA, Total(1) -- | 
Number of chains ...... 87 90 91 86 86 
No. of stores (maximum) 2,352 2,436 2,398 Ea 2,309 
Net chain sales, amount!}j127,582, 500] $109, 815,200] $103, 638, 500] $104, 912,800 |$105,635,900 
Index, 1930 = 100 ...] 100.00 86.07 81423 82.23 82.80 
Total sales 12.6062 000019488,429, 600! 5369, 420, 000] 3347, 397,000] 9363 ,056, 000 | 370,909,000 
%§, chains to total .... 26.1 29.7 29.8 28.9 28.5 
ritish Columbia -- 
Number of chains ...... 18 17 18 17 
No. of stores (maximum) 268 282 305 295 
Net chain sales, amount» 10,117,100) 8,470,200] 8,862,400|§ 9,165,300}4 10,069,200 
Index, 1930 = 100 ...| A 83.72 87.60 90.59 99.53 
Total sales sesssseescetiy 375196,1001% 25,912,000]% 24,455,000] 3 25,737,000|y 27,788,000 
%, chains to total ....| 2142 32.7 36.2 ; 36.2 
lberta -- 
Number of chains .ececo 10 ll 10 sis 
No, of stores (maximum) 122 Let 128 130 
Net chain sales, amount] $ 4,877,000/$ 4,519,1001$ 4,777,300/$ 5,250,900 
Index, 1930 = 100... 87.29 80.89 85.51 93.98 
MOCAL BALOS elacsccence fi $ 16,997,000/$ 15,970,000/$ 17,143,000/$ 18,096,000 
%, chains to total .... 28.7 28.3 27.9 29.0 
askatchewan -- 
Number of chains ...... 9 8 6 6 
No. of stores (maximum) 153 | 138 133 131 
Net chain sales, amount|ly 8 4,963,700/3 4,177,6001/$ 4,168,600/$ 4,558,500 
Index, 1930 = 100 ... T.2c 59.94 59.81 65.41 
TMOtal BALEB cccossececel? 3 14,310,000} 13,109,000|$ 13,369,000]}$ 13,808,000 
%, chains to total .... 34.7 31.9 31.2 33.0 
anitoba ~- 
Number of chains ....-. 8 6 5 5 
No. of stores (maximum) 118 110 109 106 
Net chain sales, amount|ls S 5,432,100}3 4,697,600; 4,895,200;/¢ 4,813,800 
Index, 1930 = 100 ... 95.48 82.57 86.04 84,61 
Total sales .scccccevsel® 22,225,200]$ 17,082,000}% 15,480,000!1§ 16,016,000} 16,555,000 
%, chains to total .... 25.6 31.8 30.3 30.6 29.1 
ntario -- | 
Number of chains ...... 37 36 37 36 37 
No. of stores (maximum) || 1,107 1, lL4 1,113 1,086 1,075 
Net chain sales, amountll3 70,769,3001% 58,639,9001% 55,450,700|$ 56,563,50016 56,515,600 
Index, 1930 = 100 ...} 82.86 138351" 19693 71986 
Total sales ceccwcccees lye, 749, 300] $154, 793,000} $146, 528,000] $154, 842,000} $156, 730,000 
4, chains to total .... ate 37.8 36.5 3601 
uebec -- | 
Number of chains Seay 12 12 12 va 
No. of stores (maximum)| 515 472\_ 483) 425 
Net chain sales, amount!$ 23,708,400|$ 21,665,400/$ 20,456,500] 6 19,759,70018 18,809,400 
Iudex, 1930 = 100 ...!} 100.00 91.38 86.28 83.34 19.34 
Total sales soe.cceceee (9140, 527,500] $110, 798,000 | $104, 204,000] 3106, 708 ,000| $107, 634,000 
%, chains to total .... 16.9 19.6 19.6 18.5 17.5 
jew Brunswick -- 
Number of chains ..oee. 5 5 5 6 D 
No. of stores (maximum) 30 39 41] 43] _ 36 
Net chain sales, amount|l$ 1,267,300/$ 1,620,200/$ 1,519,900/$ 1,441,000/4 1,308,400 
Index, 1930 = 100 ... 100.00 127.85] 119.93 LAF: 103.24 
Total sales o...e+-eoeell> 13,117,200]¢ 10,298,000/$ 9,638,000)3 10,014,000] § 10,301,000 
%, chains to total .... 15.7 15.8 14.4 12.07 
lova Scotia -- 
Number of chains ....e.. 12 14 12 13 
No. of stores (maximum) | iy BOS V3} | D510 108 
Net chain sales, amount|if 3,189,100/$ 4,004,000j$ 3,844,700/$ 3,954,700/% 4,120,900 
Index, 1930 = 100 .., F oe! fl 120.56 124.01 129.22 
Total sales ...ccccccee ty 21,248,900/% 17,385,000/$ 16, 313,000/$ 17,372,000} % 18,075,000 
4, chains to total .... 23.0 23.6 22.6 22.8 
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Table 4,--Food Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 1934 and 1 


a ccumameanl 


ee of Sales 


Province and City OA game nes Cer 
ae nl he: Change 
GANADA, Total(i) .sssea 9. 2. 104,912,800 | 10 y 900} +  .69 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... | 62 5595, 300} 61,919,500} - 1.08 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 42,317,500; 43,716,400] + 3.31 
British Columbia, Total 9,165,. 10,069,200] + 9.86 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 5,735,600 6,335,100} + 10.45. 
Vancouver eeooreeeeoreece 5,217,000 5,753,600 “i 10.29 
Wistoriags > sos lceccs 518,600 581,500} + 12.13 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 3,429, 700 3,734,100} + 8.88 
Alberta, Total scocecses 00 we 5c Ra 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 2,952,700 3,300,100} + 12077 
Calgary @eeenvnvoetve cease sos e 2,180,600 2,328,400 + 6.78 
BGmMOnton scccvccsoccces 772,100 971,700} + 25.85 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 1,824,600 1,950,800 + 76.92 
Saskatchewan, Total ... | __1 131 4,168,600 BE00 |) anges. 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... | oy 34 ae Sake 1,567;200 |. + 12.05 
Regina correc crocoscvee | 25 21 3 ein ‘Te. 
Saskatoon. sis ssevkvsees | a2 13 a, tes z 
Places under 30,000, total ...... | 96 97 2,769,900 2,991,300] + yy 
Manitoba, Total ....... | _109 | 106 | __ 4,89 4823800 by = 11.66 
d Winnipeg @eeoovneveereoeree 82 81 3,617,000 3,541,600 2.08 
Places under 30,000, total eee | 27 25 1,278,200 Mee eyeuO bes i a4 
\ 
Ontario, Total eoeoeeeoeod 6 6 6 4. 600 = 208 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 32,066,500} 31,281,400 2.45 


932, 700 
4,528,200 
596,300 
1,217,400 
2,940,000 
18,719,800 
3,132,100 
24,497,000 


903,100 
4,649,800 
560,500 
1,246,800 
2,915,500 
17,943,600 
3,062,100 
25,234,200 


Brantford seessersereves 
HAMM. ces acecsesoce 
Kitchener cevrerceccece 
London eeeeoeaoeoeeeeeosnea ve 
OttAWA cveccccccsescocs 
TOFONTO caeccccecvserece 
Wind SOF seeoceseveresecs 
Places under 30,000, total ....0. 


+ +s t @ +24 8 
no 
e 
r< 
eo 


Quebec, TOCEL ‘css cecece — 4.81 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 14,666,500 ~ 5.54 
Montreal ecoeoersetoecaneresd 11,822,200 eid: 
Quebec eoveeereseoeee ce ( ) (X) 
Three Rivers ..cesceces (X) 
Verdun eceaesererareoree + 3.87 
Places under 30,000, total ....6, 7 2.70 
New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, TOLAL scciuoece + 62 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 2,158,300 2,040,600} = 5.45 
Halifax wcececccevesecee 1,478,100 Vy49X 55001 +m FOL 
St. Jonn seecvecsceveces 680, 200 549,100 ec 19.27 
Places under 30,000, total ....e. 33,237,400 3,388,700} + 4.67 


(1) Includes Prince Edward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
An (X) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals. 
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CENSUS OF MBRCHANDISING AND SERVICE BSTABLISHMENTS 


Food Chains in Canada, 1936 


The proportion of the total food store business in Canada which is transacted 
by chains, after declining slightly from 28.9 per cent in 1934 to 28.5 per cent in 1935, 
increased again to 28.9 per cent in 1936 when 89 different chain store companies with 
2,334 stores had §111,511,900 sales. In 1935 there were 86 food chain companies with 
2,309 stores and »105,635,900 sales while in 1930, the first year for which statistics 
are available, there were 87 chains with 2,352 stores and 127,582,500 sales. 


Five of the nine provinces report minor increases in the relative importance 
of chains in the food retailing field in 1936 compared with 1935. In British Columbia 
the ratio of chain sales to the total was 37.0 per cent for 1936 compared with 36.2 per 
cent for 1935. Corresponding chain ratios for other provinces for 1936 with the 1935 
figures in brackets ere as follows: Ontario, 36.9 per cent (36.1 per cent); Saskat- 
chewan, 33.2 per cent (33.0 per cent); Alberta, 29.9 per cent (29.0 per cent); Manitoba, 
28.3 per cent (29.1 ver cent); Nova Scotia, 21.7 per cent (22.8 per cent); Quebec, 

17.5 per cent (17.5 per cent), and New Brunswick, 14,1 per cent (12.7 per cent): 


The comparisons given above for chain and total sales are based on tno aggre- 
gate business of grocery stores, combination stores and meat markets, There are but a 
small number of chains of the strictly meat market type and these are only moderate in 
size. When all straight meat markets are excluded from the calculations and grocery and 
combination stores only are considered, the ratio of chain to total sales stands at 33,0 
per cent for 1936 compared with 32.5 per cent for 1935, 33.3 per cent for 1933 and 29.5 
per cent for 1930. 


A chain is taken to mean a group of four or more stores under the same owner~ 
ship and management and carrying on the same or similar kinds of business. ‘wo-~ or 
three-store multiples are considered as independents. Nor are voluntary chains included 
in the regular chain store figures. In addition to the 89 corporate food chains in 
Canada in 1936 there were also 32 voluntary groups with 6,670 individual members and, 
while their total annual sales is not known, their purchases fren affiliated grocery 
wholesalers on a co-operative basis amounted to $27,336,200. It the preceding year, 30 
of these voluntary groups were reported and these had 6,525 members whose purchases from 
affiliated wholesalers totalled 27,703,200. 


The 69 food chains operating in 1936 and covered by this report include 34 
grocery chains with 524 stores and 18,922,900 sales, 41 combination store chains with 
1,648 stores and $85,423,000 sales and 14 meat market chains with 162 stores and $4,166,~ 
000 sales. Not all units of the combination store chains are of the combination (grocery 
and meat) type although the tendency in this direction continues. 


The seven largest combination store chains in 1935 had 1,350 stores and 
$71,494,700 sales. Of the total number of stores, 709 or 52.5 per cent were grocery and 
641 or 47.5 per cent were of the combination type. Grocery units accounted for 39.9 per 
cent of the total sales and combination,60.1 per cent. In 1936 the same chains operated 
1,351 stores of which 631 or 46.7 per cent were grocery and 720 or 53.3 per cent were 
combination. Total sales for these units amounted to $75,483,600, of which grocery 
stores accounted for 31.8 per cent and combination units for 68.2 per cent, 


Employment was furnished to 13,328 persons in food store chains in 1936, of 
whom 11,507 were male and 1,821 were female and to whom $8,441,900 was paid in salaries 
and wages. These figures relate to all store employees, part-time and full-time, bu: 
warehouse and other overhead staff are not included. The payroll for 1936 was 4,3 per 
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cent greater than the 98,094,500 paid out in 1935. Sales during the same interval in- 
creased by 5.6 per cent. 


Stocks on hand in the food chain unit stores was valued at $6,474,300 at the 
end of 1936. In addition, warehouse stocks were valued at 94,534,000. Credit is still 
of small proportions in the food chain field. Customers' accounts outstanding at the end 
of 1936 amounted to 91,252,300, about one per cent of the annual sales. 


The increase in food chain sales in 1936 over the preceding year was about 
the same in the larger cities as in the smaller centres. Of the 2,334 units of food 
chains in Canada in 1936, 1,355 were located in places of 30,000 population or more and 
979 were in smaller places. Food chain sales in the larger cities were up 5.6 per cent 
in 1936 over the previous year while in the smaller places the increase was 5.5 per cent, 
Gains in food chain sales in 1936 over 1935 for some of the larger cities are as follows: 
London, 28 per cent; Edmonton, 25 per cent; Vancouver, 8 per cent; Ottawa, 8 per cent; 
Toronto, 7 per cent; Winnipeg, 4 per cent, and Montreal, 2 per cent. Since total annual 
sales for all stores in these cities are not known, it is impossible to tell whether the 
chains increased their business to a greater extent than did the independent merchant. 
Included with the chains are the sales of all groups of four stores or over. In the case 
of border-line cases, such as three-store multiples or chains with four or five units, a 
slight change in the number of units operated between consecutive years may mean the 
transfer of the entire company to or from the chain store category. This factor should 
be kept in mind in interpreting the percentage change in chain sales from year to year, 


Gross margin formed 16.37 per cent of sales for grocery chains in 1936 com- 
pared with 15.98 per cent in 1935. When classified according to size, gross margin ratio 
is lower at 14.84 per cent for a group of 11 chains each with fewer than 6 stores compared 
with 15.47 per cent for an intermediate size group and 16.74 per cent for 13 chains each 
with more than 10 units. 


Gross margin for combination chains formed 20.50 per cent of sales in 1936 
compared with 19.99 per cent in 1935,and varied in 1936 from approximately 18 per cent for 
all chains with fewer than 50 units to 20.85 per cent for 6 companies with more than that 
number of individual stores. 


Meat market chains operated on a gross margin of 22.92 per cent of sales in 
(1936 compared with 23.58 per cent in 1935. 


se same i. 
wanisti§ 


_ Puods ear xa0t 3 ibaveng oats +To8T0 beer “mt ‘eat ‘idle’ he 7 int ee 
Pa foot To ating AL, Sets WU .cetdaeo: tehiame otf? ni as eeihte 
|  |tom ie capniapatothy "OOG., on nr aeoedg sl Rad deoek. ‘err, 

"2, 4 log O6¢ 4 e1ew neldto ‘tegiel oft ai solar. whan: es 
sbion “ty pated easetsnkt off esonly tel Ldme edt ni ols 
rewoitel es es asistis geyial @add to emor sot Reet so%9 8 oe 
piaso teq 3. awed faso tog A prevuocnay 1 daSo: t8k ae aa 

- Lat 


+ 


a ies 
Lesa lgtod eonl’ .taeo aeq S , Legation Drs pee ieg 4 ann a: att 
aid 7dtedw ffet o¢ oidbegoqat si or imona cos ena -eatne 5 enent mf setots 
,trsdotem inebreqe! ont eff Bib nett tnetxe’ + tetsety & BE gaamtens 


eas atid .tave 10 wetoda. t6t to equot ite 20 eefes add me ‘enisns srt fi) 
a .a¢iaw evit xo tuo? Mtiw ankado 10 solqintun .eyore” eet ae Gong. 186e20 
adt tiga Yam etsey evitaoesiods aeewted besatego apis. Yo, tedwya odd at 
biuode sodnet aint .viomedeo emote aAteno ben not? 20. of yRBymeo ottine ¢ 
steey oF wey mott saide niess at episdc egscneoted odd guitenqretst xi 


Ae “ f Bi es ‘ P| i~ 
-woo OFOL mi Snbaris yeas 4g 10% ‘gefen to dso: ee NE. a beaxet Kip ie anciD as 
ofa  nigtsm aeoitg ,aste of gasot 1ond# hetties apLo aondv Reel fi imo ta 
betegmgs ast neds dows iviw d6Be sities ii to goxp &- LOT F180 Teg 


cw 
" 


3 aE] 
dose aniado £f toi Taeo teq FY sod brs. HiloTY os ta’ ‘etatbomedad | Hs LC. 


‘OER i mt geles to sHeo 10g Of.08: bearsot enteto sokiac ‘tdmoo 4% aigusm eaotD © 
sot tues eg Sl yletemsxorggs mott d€0L at bettav bits,2g0l af seg. “st; Ate adiw b 
ts dy weit stom dtiw seinagmoo 3 not tudo coq US.05 of atinw C2 meat. tewet dtiw a 
' aeteda . Laubiv thok 
mi seiaa to Stes i964 Se. 85° To nigiém eect as Bee enteds tout esit tse a 
SgCL nk. theo wea $2.65 dikw wale! 


- 3 4 


Table 1.-~Summary of Food Chain Stores in Canada, 1936 


lieat 
Market 
Chains 


Grocery lCombination 
Store 


Chains 


REE TE TIATED? “cy. hehehe tgrodera aes dsb fe Uio Wl 34 4l 14 
number of stores average(1) ..ceseesoen 500 yO 150 
mNumber of stores, maximum ...,.ccercerce Reis: 524 1,648 162 
Net sales, 1936: Store sales ..}pll1,511, 900/918, 922, 900 | ~88, 423,000] y4,166,000 
Total sales(2){~112,257, 300/19, 223,400] ~88, 867, 900 4,166,000 
Stocks on hand, end of year, at cost --~ 
In retail stores!» 6,474,300|» 1,435,600! 4,960, 300/y» 78,400 
In warehouses .-1 4,534,0001% 765,600] 3,760,500/% 7,900 
Gross margin: BMOUNT dss «soe so dein deserle Cle es4001S 3,440, 7001 SYO.2lo, 200] 5 954,700 
| Per cent of total sales 19.88 16.37 20.50 22.92 
_ Average number of store employees (in- 
eludes full-time and part-time) -~ 
Male . 11,507 L392 9,544 572 
Female 1,821 623 IT65 35 
B Salaries and wages ..scocesccevcconccccel® 9,441,900/% 1,273,1001¢ 6,707,700;$ 461,100 
Total accounts outstanding on December 
31: AMOUNG. c4cscvisravsschod® L¢252;3001$  260,6001$ 846;300)9 . 1457400 
Per cent of total sales ie 8 Let LO) 325 
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(1) Derived from number of units at beginning, middle and end of year. 
(2) Includes any sales at wholesale prices direct from warehouses. 
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All Combination Store 


Ghats, Tatel 2ccees 41 


1,648 | 88, 423,000 


Chains having -- 


169] 8,550,200 


128| 4,389,200 1,478, 800 
ae 14252 15» 483, 600 631 | 24,034,800 
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Less than 10 units . 30 


10 a 93 units eobeee 


540,000 7,750,200 


2,726,300 


100 units and over . 720 | 51,448,800 


SO ERIS: 


(1) These figures include a few stores ee. fhah grocery and Deccinatien stores. 
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GANADA, Total(1) -- 


Saskatchewan -~- 


Manitoba -- 
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British Columbia -- 


mumber of chedne 5. . 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

Index, 1930 = 100 
Mee SOLES -Aige cts oy th 
Pay craing. to total o» 4. 
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Number of chains ...ee¢ 
No. of stores (maximum)! 
Net chain sales, amount 

inaex ad 9304= 100. v6. 
ae BA. 0 Sy aie ee 90% 
os chains to total. 


90D & 


Alberta -~ 


Number of chains es.saé 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, 

Peer wel G3Os = LOO> vw m+ 
Total saleS ccvccvoceoes! 
fy chains temboted. a. 


Number of chains oocoss 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amouwit 

AECOx, 209300 100» vex 
BOLE. SAlLOMor eke oc awe a 
hm, chains toototelon ss. 


Number of chains se.ass 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

index, L9804R9 200: ox 5 
Total sales c.secccoseal 
Ew chaine to total ..s» 
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Ontario -- 


Quebec -- 
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Number of chains .oescoe 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

Tides, 2980ur A000 24. 
AOtal palesi4seheneoess 
Per cheing toptotel. .s>> 


Number of chainsts..eso 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 


rABex L930 = LOO. <a et 


amount } 


Total sales omauandndgonvandod 
te Chains to total ser 


iM Brunswick -- 


Number of chains cocces 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

Index, 1930 = 100 «ce 
ROLALeGaleces . ss oie o's 
, chains to total were 


Nova Scotia -- 


Number of chains soe 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

Index, 1930 = 100 2a, 
Total SBaUCS™ bh aweeo ec 
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% chains to total aso. 
1 er ee ee 
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tS OR 1 / Pe Lonmin 935 

87 91 86 86 
aad 2,398) 2 eee 2,309 
Peas 500} $103,636, 500 104,912 ,800}9105,635,900 
100.00| 83.23 20284 82.80 
488,429, eile eae 397,000 | 363,056, 000! 370,909,000 

2601 29.8 f,3.20n8 b 20's 
19 17 18 Lg 
ek 282 305 295 
@ 10,127,100/9 8,862,400/% 9,165,300}/% 10,069,200 
100,00 37.60 901,59 9o%53 
12 meres 24,455,000}% 25,737,000] 27,738,000 
2dne 36.2 35.6 36.2 
8 gl 10 veh 
120 w7i 1281 130 
© 155 58740001 & hd dan ply nA 27 75 S00 KG 4 250, 900 
100.60 80,89 85.51 93.98 
& 23,469,40016 15,970,000); 17,143,000/4 18,096,000 
23.8 28.3 Ques 29.0 
10 8 6 6 
165 138 133 131 
~ 6,969,3001$ 4,177,6001$ 4,168,600)$ 4,558,500 
100.00 59.94 59.81 65.41 
§ 21,590,500] $ 13,109,000|$ 13,369,000] 13,808,000 
200 31.9 2142 33.0 
3 6 5 5 
127 110 109 106 
on oe 689,100! § 4,697,600/8 4,895,200) 4,813,800 
100.00 82.57) 86.04 84,61 
® 22,225,200] 15,480,000!$ 16,016,000/$ 16,555,000 
25.6 3013 30.6 ea: al 
aT 5 36 3] 
Lalor ay 103 1,086 14075 
@ 70,769,300] % Pane ava » 56,563,500}9 56,515,600 
100.00 71835 19293 79.86 
$206, 749, 300] $146, 528,000] $154, 842,000] 9156, 730,000 
34,2 70 36.5 86a. 
13 2 12 ‘Gh 
495 472 483 425 
$ 23,708,400/$ 20,456,5001$ 19,759,7001% 18,809,400 
100.00 86,28 83.34 19034 
$140,527, 5001 $104, 264,000] $106, 708,000] yl07, 634,000 
16.9 19.6 18.5 L145 
5 > 6 5 
30 41 43 36 
$ 1,267,300/$ 1,519,900/$ 1,441,000/$ 1,308,400 
100.00 139.93 112s 72 103324 
$ 13,117,200}$ 9,638,000;$ 10,014,000/§ 10,301,000 
yl 15,8 14.4 125 7 
9 14 v2 Ss 
66 113 105 108 
$ 3,189,100]$ 3,844,70019 3,954,7001% 4,120,900 
100.00 120.56 124,01 129.22 
®& 21,248,900/$ 16,313,000]/) 17,372,0001% 18,075,000 
15.0 23.6 22.8 22.8 


| 


(1) Includes Prince Edward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Table 4.--Food Ghain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 1935 and 1936 


SSS rn er Le TY et 2) NR a RT A ET re eee 
- — RS Se TTT ETE RT RE SI RT RT ER OT TR NE A Ne Loe ae wears 


Number or aways JNeIUG OT BaleG. oe ee 
| Province and City US sae [Per Cent 
ie WME Woe AM Nin ote 0 ee eee a a A tht sl A 3G, Od ena 
: t | arr ete he 
| 
CANADA, Total(1) ..scscc0ee SOY SII ENG LG SW taey PsP SES EES ACA, He (lee 1c 
Places 40,000%and over, total soseose Lesh 655 1) 6h 59292. 500)" 65.203,300) 5459 
Peeces Under B0;000 Cotet 4 oc roeccaad 978 979 43,716, 400} 46,128,600} + 5,52 
| = 
British Columbia, Total ...| 295 | 298 | 20,069,200 ae rah 6 ee 
Fiaces 30,000 and over, Sotel ..ss05¢ 182 | 195 6,335,100) 6,684,500; + 5.52 
Vancouver oeaoanmozvaoegQqQoaagoeceass 176 182 55,753,600 6,210,200 + es 94 
f Victoris. e090 CHP OHH FCC ZO0HBDR9O6 2 nee 581,500 474.300 718.44 
| Places under 30,000, total co..secons | 10% 1.03 35134 LOOK) 4,015 ,200U% a 1653 
GMveria, Tebeleer........5) | Ba I0m of Dah || 5,250 90GH) 5 OH en00) 46.37 
Places 30,000 and over, total ..scce 16 Bo |h 3, 300MOOw 3,533,000) + 7408 
Calgary eeneaeceddseoecneononen 28086 54 iA 2,328,400 22846 900 oe 0.36 
Edmonton oon0ngocgcv0eo0900000099009 24. a i OF te FOG 2g cae Hone +24.,90 
Places under 30,000, total secrccosse 52 al 1, 95800. 2,05), 600" & 5,17 
| Saskatchewan, Total .....-.| 132 |. 125 | 4,558,500| 4,767,300| + 4.58 
- Places 30, 000P aad over, total scscsoa | 34 | 34 1,567,200 iL + 8.91 
iy Regina oeoeeocaenvdsgoenawecagcsev2v ose da € 4 2 (X) (6) s ee) 
Saskatoon Coe cvorxrveooeo07000086 ine coe (X} (X) 
| Places under 30,000, total .occcosane | o} | 2,991,300] 3,060,400! 4+ 2.31 
: : 
Manitoba, dlotal w.x.cocegve | 104 | 4,823,800] 4, 908,600| + 1.97 
4 | 
Peeing soc aeree ee eee cy eee 82 3,541,600] 3,694,200) + 4.31 
: Places under 30,000, total ccoscentaye | | 22 1,272,200; 1,234,400 7 4.54 
| : | 
| Ouverte, Total susdoc.eshs el 107 11095 |; 56.515, 600}! 60,147, 120) se 6.43 
Places 30,000 and over, total .oscose 593 612 31 2012, 4001) 334.032.700ty * 7.52 
A Se a Re. 9 eee a eee | 503,100! 946,500] + 4.81 
Hamilton e®ooeaenrv09007086F7 0900 208 Wee Us 2 4,649, 800 5 3029300 2 Gals 
Kitchener Seomoaevocogvnnr 6699 65 : 6 | 6 560, 500 503, 200 + 4.05 
LeOMCOMA rr -wmorwmnangediend saxo why oe Zou 27 1,246,800] 1,596,400! 428.04 
Ottawa peHersrodsoror+5ra0oace al oS 53 a5 pole, 500 ee 300] a eee 
TOROUtO- sya WER ed Beer aNeed 294 307 17,943,600] 19,242,100 + 7,24 
Windsor ego r%rCoOd Oe CHCOGTEC COS 75 74 3,062, 100 ae 098,900 : APRONS) 
Flaces under 30,000, ‘total !.deracsase 482 | 4.82 | 25,234, 200 26,517,000 + 5.08 
Quebec ) EGMONT toke eeene SRSHQORH To ta) 428° I ox 3098: sal A935 ie 5 4300 _t 4.18 
: : . 


13,853,500 vet 64,100; 4+ 2.24 
11,606,700 11,870,700 + 2.27 
(X) (X) - (X) 
(X) (X) (X) 
00; 1,709,000} + 2.08 
OO! 5,431,200) + 9.59 


Places 30,000 and over, total seseoss 
Montreal escsenevovesosonad 
Quebec peeooooooeas sone anoad 
Thres Rivers osegogoserasad 
VGPQUn vss cue 6 etme tre cass we 
Places under 30,000, total .ecoascssrve 


New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, Total ecooreogecend€e @ 


Places 30,000 and over, total o...ce¢ 


: ae S55 OOS 100 la oh 1 961 
1 QAO 9 SE i 
2,040,600! 1,967,300; * 3.59 
Halifax eonatbe@G~xnoecoeaosrsongao ee »491 5500 | CS LOUD ~12.16 
St. John gecoonmedeorgsoaotztoeczeogae 549, 100 | 657; 2C0 419.69 


Places under 30,000, total scorosssoe 92 | 3,388,700} 35 $22,800 + 6.91 


ee o- ~=}-— ae ich reeset: ee ee eee) 


(1) Includes Prince Edward Teena Yukon and Nor’ shwest Territories. 
An (X) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individusl operations, 
but these are included in the totals, 
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Food Chains in Canada, 1] 


Paragraph 2, Line 3--"In 


the previous year the same number of 


companies operated 2,234 stores and had salos of § 111,511,900." 


Should Read 


eee 


"In the previous year 


2,334 stores and had sales of $111,521,900," 


the same number of companies operated 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Food Cpains in Canada, 1937 


The term "food chains" for purposes of this report includes only grocery 
chains, combination store chains and meat market chains, and does not take into ac- 
count the operations of bakery products chains, candy store chains or other types 
which might, with a broader view, be included. In addition to the chains dealt with 
in the present report there were 8 bakery products chains, (not manufacturing baker- 
ies), 10 candy chains and 2 other so called "food" chains operating in Canada in 1937. 
Information concerning these may be found in a companion report entitled "Retail 
Chains in Canada, 1937" which provides ea summary of the activities of all retail 
chains during the year, together with comparative figures for previous years, but 
does not give the details regarding food chains to be found in the present bullotin. 


There were 89 food chain store companies, within the meaning of the term as 
outlined above, operating 2,287 unit stores in Canada in 1937 with total sales of 
$121,054,800. In the previous year the same number of companics oporated 2,234 
stores and had sales of $111,511,900. Thore was, therefore, a yoareto-year gain of 
8.6 per cent in the dollar volume of sales in spite of a reduction in tho number of 
stores in operation. The index of food chain sales stood at 94.9 in 1937 (on tho 
base 1930 equals 100) compared with 87.4 for 1936. In 1930, the first yoar for which 
these statistics are available, there were 87 food chains oporating 2,352 unit stores 
with e sales volume totalling $127,582,500. 


The food chains whose activities are shown here include all companies in the 
grocery, combination storc, and moat markot ficlds and operating four or moro retail 
units. Voluntary chains, in which tho various stores aro individually ownod and oper- 
ated but which are banded together for buying or advertising purposes, are not in- 
cluded with the corporate chains. Symmary statistics for voluntary food chains are 
presontod separately in this report. 


Food chains stores transacted 29.3 por cont of the total grocory, combination 
and meat store business in Cannda in 1937. From table number 3, which follows, it 
will be geen that this is an increase from the 26.1 per cent of the total business 
transacted in 1930 and compares with 28.9 per cent for 1936, 28.5 por cent for 1935 
and 29,8 per cent for 1933. 


From both the standpoint of number of stores as well as volume of business 
the chains of the strictly meat market type are of relatively minor importance. When 
all straight meat markets are excluded from the calculations and grocery and combina- 
tion stores only are considered the ratio of chain to total sales stands at 33.5 per 
cent for 1937 compared with 33.0 per cent for 1936, 32.5 per cent for 1935, 33.3 
per cent for 1933 and 29.5 per cent for 1930. 


The relative importance of chains in the retail food trade increased in most 
of the nine provinces in 1937 compared with 1936. The Quebec ratio declined from 
17.5 per cent to 16.4 per cent. In Ontario the ratio of chain sales to the total 
was 38.2 per cent for 1937 compared with 36.9 per cent for 1936. Corresponding chain 
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ratios for other provinces for 1937 with 1936 figures in saan are as follows: 
British Columbia, 38.0 per cent (37.0 per cent); Alberta, 30.9 per cent (29.9 per 
cent); Saskatchewan, 34.2 per cent (33.2 per dent) #! Manitoba, 29,3 per cent (28,3 
per cent); Nova Scotia, 22.1 per cent (2117 per cent); New. Brunswick 12,9 per cent 
(14.1 per cent). Figures for Prince Edward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories 
are not given separately, but are included in the Canada total. 


The 89 food chains operating in 1937 and covered by this nee inelude 31 
grocery chains operating 498 unit stores with sales of $20,167,700, 44 combination 
store chains operating 1,627 unit stores with sales of 996,222,000 and 14 meat market 
chains operating 162 unit stores with sales of 94,665,100. 


Not all units of combination store chains aro of the combination type selling 
both grocerics and meats but the proportion of the total number which are of this type 
continues to grow. Of the 1,627 units of combination store chains operating in 1937, 
968 or 59.5 per cent wore combination units and theso transacted 75.4 por cent of the 
total busincss. In 1936, 55.6 por cent of the storas were of the combination type 
and their sales formed 70.0 por cont of the whole, 


Of the 44 combination store chains oporating in 1937 the bulk of the businoss 
was in tho hands of 5 largo companics, cach with 100 or more rotail outlots. These 
operated 1,315 of the 1,627 stores and their sales were $80,348,200 or 83.5 per cont 
of the total for the group. Of the 1,315 unit stores operated by these large organi-~ 
zations, 569 or 43.3 por cent were grocery units and 744 or 56.7 per cent wore of 
the combination store type in which both groceries and meats were sold. Of the total 
sales of $80,348,200 obtained by this group, straight grocery units accountod for 
$20,603,500 or 25.6 per cent while the combination units accounted for 959,650,400 
or 74,4 per cent, 


Salaries and wages paid in 1937 to both full-time and part-time male and fee 
male employees, but exclusive of warehouse and. other overhead staff, amounted to 
$9,138,800 compared with $8,441,900 in 1936. Store employees of grocery store chains 
were paid $1, 360, 800, dombination Stake eheiae $7,281,700 and moat market chains 
$496,300. In previous years records wore kept of the numbor of employees but as it 
has been difficult to classify full-time and part-time omployees satisfactorily it 
is felt that the volume of salaries and wagos paid may serve ds & more accurate basis 
for year to yoar comparison. The payroll for 1937 was 9.2 per cent groator than that 
for 1936. 


Stocks on hand in the food chain unit stores were valued at 96,435,000 at the 
end of 1937 compared with 96,474,300 at the end of 1936. In addition warchouso stocks 
were valued at $3,679,400 compared with »4,544,000 the provious year. The credit 
business done by focd chains is of small proportions, Customors’ accounts outstand- 
ing at the ond of 1937 amounted to $143514900, approxittately 1.1 per cent of the 
annual sales. Accounts of the grocery store chkins outstarding at the ond of the 
oar amounted to 1.3 per cent of annual sales, combination store chains 1.0 per cont 
and meat market chains 3.3 per cent. 


| The sales of the 2,287 units of food chains operating in Canada in 1937 in- 
ercased by 8.6 per cent over the previous year. Tho 1,318 units located in centros 
of population of 30,000 and over showed a sales increase of 7.3 per cent while the 
969 units located in centres of less than 30,000 population rocorded an increase of 
‘10.4 per cont. Gains in food chain sales in 1937 over 1936 for some of tho larger 
cities were as follows (gains for 1936 over 1935 shown in brackets): Vancouver, 
6.8 per cont (7.9 per cent); Victoria, 54.6 (minus 18.4 por cent); Calgary, 6.4 
per cent (minus 0.4 per ent): Edmonton 13.9 por cont (24.9 per cane): Winnipeg 
13.8 per cent (4.3 per cent); Hamilton 9.3 per cent (8.2 per cent); Ottawa, 8.9 
per cent (7.6 per cent); Toronvo, 9.9 per cent (7.2 per cent; Montreal, minus 0.9 
per cent (2.3 per cent). 


| Gross margin formed 16.6 per cent of sales for grocery chains in 1937 compared 
with 16.4 per cent in 1936 and 16.0 per cent in 1935. When chains are classified ac- 
‘cording to size, the gross margin ratio is lower at 15.2 per cent for the group of 
i Beare each with fewer than six stores compared with 16, O per cent for an Ppiaial 
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Gross margin for combination chains formed 19.2 per cent of sales in 1937 
compared with 20.5 per cent in 1936 and 20.0 per cent in 1935. Meat market chains 
operated on a gross margin of 22.5 in 1937 compared with 22.9 in 1936 and 23.6 in 
9356 


Voluntary Chains 


In addition to the 89 corporate food chains in Canada in 1937 there were 


also 37 voluntary groups with 6,949 individual members, and while their total annual 


sales is not known, their eureiaes from affiliated grocery wholesalers on a cooper- 


ative basis amounted to $28,417,700 or an average of $4,089 per store. In the pre- 


ceding year 32 of these voluntary groups were reported and these had 6,670 members 
whose purchases from affiliated wholesalers totalled $27,336,200 or $4,098 per store. 
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Table 1.-- Summary of Food Chain Stores in Canada, 1937 


——O———e> ——[—[——S————s 
| Total | Grocery Combination | Meat 


PS EROS CHALE . csileiis eae dys CUR 6 14 
| Number of stores, average(1) ...... : 2,179 155 
Number of stores, maximum .....cee. 2,287 162 
Net Sales: t 
| Biere sales \...ss.'cee | <1. 21,054,800 $20,167,700 | 296,222,000 | 24,665,100 
Toteleceloo ay snccssees | 8122 ,027,100 220,621,600 | 496,739,800 | 34,665,700 
Stocks on hand, end of year, at cost} 
‘zi In retail stores .....6+> le 6,435,000 | $ 1,422,800! % 4,922,600 |¥ 89,600 
a Im warehouses .....ssse04¢ 3,679,400 735,600] » 2,926,000 |y 17,800 
Gross margin: , | 
| Amount .ssseseseececees @ 23,060,200 | ¥ 3,428,200} v18,584, 300 | vl ,047,700 
Percent of total sales . I. 10.9 MOL aN RG eed 
# Salaries and wages .......cesereeee | 9,138,800 | ¥ 1,360,800! § 7,281,700 | 496,300 
Total accounts outstanding, Dec. 31 || ; 
BMG po iciswstrit © ¢.0tas RNS ols ie 14 3515900 2145200.) 8 “928590019 253,906 
Percent of total sales . Sabie WR Loh 1H 6 aS 


(1) Derived from number of units at beginning, middle and end of year. 
(2) Includes any sales at wholesale prices direct from warehouses. 


Table 2.-- Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Store Chains in 1936 and 1937 


mere et SeWiree ahs: Number is 5) ak ES a ee 
Size of Chain | of Total Units (1) 
LCnai Number |_ Sale: Number! Sales ; 


@ v 


| 


All Combination Store 


Chains, Total ..... 1,648 | 88,423,000 | 715 | 26,053,600 61,925,300 
Chains having -- | 
Less than 10 units .. 169 , 8,550,200 540,000 7,750,200 
10 S99 luriite ws. wv «s 128 | 4,389,200 1,478,800 2,726, 300 
100 units and over 51,448, 800 


24,034, 800 


1,351 | 75,483,600 


led 
All Combination Store 
Chains, Totel ..... 44 19627 | 96,222,000 642 |23,321, 800 968 | 72,529,600 
Chains having -- 
Less than 10 units .. 33 189 | 11,608,500 35 1,595,500 149 9,920,200 
TOR= S92 Unt te-s0e0 6 os 6 £23 | 94526575300 3801 ob1923 600 75 | 2,959,000 


100 units and over .. | 5 1,315 | 80, 348,200 569 120,603,500 744 | 59,650,400 


(1) These figures include 4 few stores other than grocery and combination stores. 
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Table 3.-- Principal Statistics of Food Chains by Provinces 


Ey Olea 


(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined) 


f 930 19 
CANADA, Total(1) -- 
Number of chains ..... 87 91 
No. of stores (maximum) 2,352| 2,398 
Net chain sales, amountli$127, 582,500! $103,638, 500 
midex, 1930 = 100... 109.00 81.23 
Total sales .....e.eee0f/ 9488; 429,600] $347, 397,000 
»chains to total ..... 26.1 29.8 
British Columbia -- 
Number of chains ...cece 19 a 
No. of stores (maximum 244 282 
Net chain sales, amounti/$ 10,117,100)% 8,862,400 
Index, 1930 = 100... 100.00 87.60 
Total sales w.cceseeeeslle 37,196,10013 24,455,000 
4, chains to total .... . 2702 36.2 
Alberta -- ; 
Number of chains ...ee. 8 11 
No. of stores (maximum) 120 127 
Net chain sales, amount{l) 5,587,000/5 4,519,100 
Index, 1930 = 100... 100.00 80.89 
Total sales .........se|le 23,469,400/v¥ 15,970,000 
%, chains to total .... 23.8 28.3 
Saskatchewan -=- 
Number of chains ..eco-e 10 8 
No. of stores (maximum) 165 138 
Net chain sales, amount|i} 6,969,300|3 4,177,600 
Index, 1930 = 100... 100.00 59.94 
Total. sales ...c-.cscsest? 21,690,5001¢ 13,109,000 
% chains to total ..... 32.1 31.9 
Manitoba -- 
Number of chains ...ee. 8 6 
No. of stores (maximum) 121] 110 
Net chain sales, amount|]) 5,689,100j¥ 4,697,600 
Index, 1930 = 100 ...}] 100.00 82.57] 
DOtAl SE108 vecscnescvclle 22,225,20019 15, 480,000 1, 
SZ, chains to total .... 25.46 30.3 
Ontario -- 

f Number of chains ..c.ee. 37 37 
No, of stores (maximum) 1510714 1,113 
Net chain sales, amount|¢ 70,769,3001¥ 55,450,700 

| Index, 1930 = 100 ...] 100.00] 78.35 

Total sales vecceececes w200, 749, 300 1¥146, 528,000 
4, chains to total .... 34.2 37.8 

Quebec -= 

Number of chains ..ceces 23 12 

No. of stores (maximum) 495 472 

Net chain sales, amount|l 23,708,400/? 29,456,500 
Index, 1930 = 100 ...| 100.90 86.28 

— Total sales ..cseceeee of ¥240,527 50019104, 204,000 
%, chains to total .... 1659 19.6 

New Brunswick -- 

Number of chains ...... 5 5 
No. of stores (maximum) 30 41 
Net chain sales, amountil} 1,267,300]. 1,519,900 

Index, 1930 = 100 ... 100.90 119.93 
Total sales ...cecccoeclle 13,127,20019 9,638,000 
e; chains to total iss. 9.7 15.8 

Nova Scotia -- 

Number of chains .rveece 9 14 
No. of stores (maximum 66 113 
Net chain sales, amount|l) 3,189,100]¢ 3,844,700 
Index, 1930 = 100 ... 100.00 120.56 | 
Total sales ....cesececile 21,240,900!y 16, 313,000 
_f, chains to total ....| 1550 23.6 
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936 19 
89 | 89 
2,334 2.287 
$121,511, 900 ($121,054, 800 
87.40 94,88 
5385, 840,000 1412,617,000 
28.9 29.3 
16 15 
298 292 
$ 10,699,600 |$ 11,888,200 
105,76 119651 
§ 28,890,000 |$ 31, 308,000 
37.0 38.0 
10 9 
131 128 
$ 5,585,200 j~ 6,200,700 
| 99.97 |. 110.98 
§ 18,655,000 |g 20,089,000 
29.9 30.9 
5 5 
: Lee 127 
@ 4,767,300 lw 5,135,900 
68.40 | 73.69 
% 14,373,000 | 15,006,000 
33-2 34.2 
4 1% 
104 Ti 
v 4,908,600 5,414,300 
86.28 | 95.17 
~ 17,372,000 |) 18,480,000 
28.3 29.3 
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(1) Includes Prince Egward Igland, Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Table 4.-- Food Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 1936 and 1937 


se we 


Nuiber of Value of Sales 
Province and City Stores Per Cent 
1936 1937 1936 19 of Change 
$ $ | 

CANADA, Total(1) ....... < ae o) NZ a4 22 207 | 1415415900. | 27 054,800] + 86 
ae : 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... || 1,355 | 1,318 65, 383, 300 70,130,500; + 
Places under 30,000, total ...... o79 969 46,128, 600 50,924,300] + 


British Columbia, Total .... 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... 
WEUGOUV OE Biitla «eis sieve thes O50. ¢ 
VEOROA RINE so cicle ew tive’ sos 6 

Places under 30,000, Seca EN 


APpertare otal ce.s... fe OR 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... 
GaP Oe Bonin wis Siew oo tes cis sie 08 
OGRHON COMM ctthts'g: > wo ale ogee ies 6 0a 

Places under 30,000, toter Sites A 


Saskatchewan, Total ......00. 


Paine Stentieare A ieee eevee’ 
Saskatoon ...ssees Cie 
Places under 30,000, Onsie t, ANG on 


Mand COba LOCC Lariat. «ists 3 


Places 30,000 and over, total 
| Winnipeg(2) e@oee ev eoe ee © oecsed 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 


Onvarion, Lote “a « os het sas : 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... 
BEEN bTOLG. ica esis 6094.6 45 aainte 
PIED GON 1 wale «0-0 a7 ws 0 5.5 aie 
Kitchener ..scssececcececces 


USOVIC Oli tela ele w.acles bra a ules 6 olh 
OLEAWON ciiclvn o0.0% oattles bie ks pens 
OPO UGONGS ei lecrn sik ivsd dais 4b te 
WiBUGOL wens << on see pan ieaeane 


Places under 30,000, ere Sie eae 
Quebec, Total .ac.5.%. jase oe 


Places 30,000 and over, total . 
, Meer oC) be iccul aninestosde< as 
USO OC: dakais test vexasa-creinseie ouortieo.¥: 6.6 
PEO SRL VOLS aeiesareiaiavedaraioneia,s 
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Eo a ta nmin 
CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Food Chains in Canada, 1938 


Notwithstanding a reduction in the number of stores in opera- 
tion, food chains maintained their position in the total food revel Vin 2 
trade last year. There were 91 food chain companies in Canada in EIS, 
including grocery chains, combination store chains and meat market chains, 
and these operated 2,212 unit stores with annual sales of Gils 1 Sia f5.6.0" ox 
29.4 per cent of the total annual turnover of all similar stores including 
both chains and independents. In 1937 there were 89 chain companies with 
2,287 stores whose annual sales totalled $121,054,800 or 29.3 per cent of 
ute total food ‘store business.’ Ratiosilof chain sales to total sales for 
PoE cay Chas vine .6..0eper tent fom VISE 28.15 sperm cent'for 1.9357) 28". 9 per 
POmt woe Loos isis. Gy per cen Tor LISS" eo. Me iper “cent fom 19324) 29°.0) per 
Bemwiwor i 9o. , and (26.1) perm cent Tor 1950" 


Although eggregate food chain sales for the country varied but 
P2utlepin 1955 from the preceding year, results for individual provinces re- 
veal mixed trends of varying proportions. Chain sales in Alberta, Saskat- 
echewan and the Maritime Provinces were maintained close to the 1937 level. 
mhere were 14 food chain companies in British Columbia in 1958 and these 
operated 28.1 unit stores within the province whose annual sales of $11,199,- 
600 were down by 6 per cent from the volume of business transacted by chains 
in the preceding year. Total sales of alli food stores in this province also 
declined but to a smaller degree with the result that the ratio of chain to 
mopal sales declined® from 38.0 per cent, in 2957 obo 36.6 per cent in’ 1958. 
Food chains transacted 8 per cent less business in Manitoba in 1938 than in 
the preceding year while the ratio of chain to total sales declined from 
29.3 per cent to 27.2 per cent. Ontario chains secured a greater proportion 
Be the food store business in 1938 than in 1937, In 1938 there were 48 chain 
companies operating 1,076 stores in this province and these had sales total- 
Hing $68,509,400 or 39.5 per" cent of the’ total business of all food) stores. 
In 1937 there were 45 companies with 1,101 stores and $66,561,000 sales, an 
amount which formed 38.2 per cent of the total sales of all food stores in- 
cluding both chains and independents. Nine chain companies operated 358 
stores in Quebec province in 1938 and these had sales of SLO OSda, GOO cogs 15S 
per cent of the total food store business. In the preceding yoar a “like 
number of chains operated 389 stores and these transacted 16.4 per cent of 


tHe tovakl busimess:. 


Figures given in the preceding paragraphs relate to the opera- 
tions of corporate chains only; that is, groups of four or more units under 
the same ownershiyp or management and engaged in the retail distribution of 
groceries, meats or meats and groceries together. Voluntary chains are not 
included. While information regarding the annual turnover of voluntary 
chains is not available, statistics furnished by the affiliated wholesale 
firms give some indication of the development in this type of merchandising. 
There were 39 voluntary chains in the food retailing field in Canada last 
year and these were coliprised of 7,158 individual stores whose annual pur- 
chases from affiliated wholesalers at wholesale prices totalled $29,435,200 
Or an average of $4,112 per store. In 1937 there were 37 voluntary chain 
groups with 6,949 members whose annual purchases at wholesale prices from 
affiliated wholesalers amounted to $28,417,700 or an average of $4,089 per 
Store. Thus it is apparent that the number of stores retailing food pro- 
ducts and belonging to voluntary chains greatly exceeds the number of cor- 
porate chain units. The relatively small figure of $4,412 for average pure 
chases per store for voluntary chains may require a word of explanation. 
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Many of these voluntary chains include a great number of country gencral 
stores whose affiliation in the group is restricted to their grocery de- 
partments. Purchases of other than food products are normally made from 
wholesalers not connected with the voluntary chain. It should also be 
noted that there is great variation in the degree to which members of vol- 
untary chains restrict their purchases of food products to the affiliated 
wholesale houses. For these reasons the figure of $4,112 cannot be taken 
to give any indication of the average annual turnover of stores in these 


voluntary chains. 


A significant development in chain store operation in the food 
retailing field during recent years is the shift towards larger stores, 
the proportion of total food chain business transacted by stores with 
annual sales of $100,000 or more almost doubling since 1934. In that year 
there were 152 chain units with annual sales of $100,000 or more and these 
transacted 21.7 per cent of the annual food chain business. In 1935 there 
were 164 stores in this category and these transacted 23.9 per cent of the 
total chain business; in 1936 there were 180 large stores with 26.3 per 
eent of the Sales; in 1937 there were 225 stores with’ 32.7 per cent of the 
total business, while 1938 witnessed a continuation of the same trend. In 
that year there were 263 stores each with annual sales of $100,000 or more 
and these accounted for 59.1 per cent of the total food chain business. 
This transition has naturally been accompanied by a reduction in the pro- 
portion of the total business transacted by the smaller stores. Stores 
with annual sales of between $20,000 and $100,000 transacted 71.3 per cent 
Sitetne total food chain business in°-19343 in 1958 the proportion for the 
Same range had declined to 5613 per cent. Nevertheless, a considerable 
number of relatively small chain units are still in operation. There were 
445 chain units in operation in 1938, each with annual sales of less than 
$20,000. But included in this were a considerable number of stores which 
were opened in the year under review and which had less than a twelve~month 


period on which to report. 


Food chains analyzed in this report are divided into three main 
types: grocery chains, combination store chains (selling both groceries 
and meats) and meat market chains. There were 31 grocery chains in Canada 
in 1938 and these operated 484 stores and had $19,655,500 sales. There 
were 46 combination store chains with 1,570 unit stores and $97,194,300 
sales and 14 meat market chains with 158 stores and $4,521,700 sales. 


The 46 combination store chains were not comprised exclusively 
of stores of the combination type. These chains operated 655 units of the 
purely grocery type in addition to 927 units in which both groceries and 
meats were sold. They also operated 8 units engaged almost exclusively in 


the sale of meat products. 


Salaries and wages paid to store employees engaged in food chains 
were reported at $9,080,800 for 1938, down slightly from the $9,138,800 
Reported for 1937. Stocks on hand in the retail outlets were valued at 
$6,238,100 at the close of 1938 while warehouse stocks were valued at 
another $3,349,000 making a total inventory of $9,587,100. Total stocks 
at the end of the preceding year were valued at $10,114,400. 


: Customers' accounts outstanding were valued at $1,601,400 at the 
ead of 1958, up slightly from the $1,351,900 reported at the end of 1957 
mut corming only 1.3 per cent of the annual sales. 
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| ' Table io--Summary | of Food Chain meses _in Canada, _1958 
| 


SSS SS SS SS Sm ee ee SS TS a, 
i Total Grocery | Combination; Meat 
| Food | Store Store Market 
cea bt ee nt Ss 7 
A site We yen se ee ee Chains | Chains _ Chains 
BOSE NOL CHAINS Sov ioe sees ccacees ; | oi 31 | 46 14 
‘Number of stores, average (1) ..... | £,093| 460 1,478 155 
myumber of stores, maximum ........ e il bela 484 1,570 158 
Net Sales: 
BiOre Bales $3) fw: £4 -- | $121,571,500] $19,655,500 | $97,194,500 | $4,521,700 
Total sales (2) ......++.5 | $123,250,300} 420,901,000 #27, 807,600 | #4 521,700 
Stocks on hand, end of year, at | | 
cost: : | 
fire recay | Stores’). s+. i" i #® 6,238,100; $ 1,300,900! $ 4,828,400] # 108,800 
TH Werenouses’ <i.sss> sce : | & 3,349 "000 | $ 592 1000 | # 2,752,700|% 4,300 
Beplavies 8nd WES 2sc5ssasccaceces : & 9,080,80 Aa $ 1,322,600 | # 7,861,500 | 4 496,700 
j ‘ 
i ‘ } H 
PTotal accounts outstending, Dec. 31:! | 
room. Walaa’ 6s ceialitel a | 4s 1,601,400 | & 345,400! @ 1,107,500! 148,500 
Per cent of total sales .. Ate Dd aad LB Aaa 3.3 


prreen anen neces: 


(1) Derived from number of units at beginning, “middle and end of year. 
(2) Includes any sales at wholesale prices direct from warehouses. 


Table 2.--Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Store Chains in 1957 and 368. 


a ee es Eee a RB ap cermin Baia aa ent rb ey certains noe ang Palpetieeccpere Soi on Te anaiet ROR IRENE eaY 
Size of Chain | taser Total Units (1) | Grocery on a Combination Units 
ER ait Monae b Number: Sales | Number “Sales Number’ “Sales 
és $ $ 
ee err Pd arg Ser si) te i mal yy BL Bc Re ae hl, Ek A rary ei lig 
oe LS a 
‘All Combination Store (hae bs 
Chains having -~ i Te ae 
Less than 10 units ne AE 189} 1,698,500 4 MD) e] bO9D 500) 9,920, 200 
POt=. 99 oun tts” Ses ss | Ga eae 4) 265,300 | 38 BLO, 800 | 2,959,000 
100 units and over | 5 i: 1,315}80,348 200 ti 569 pen BOs , 500 | 744 | 59,650,400 


rc nt SR SS SR Eee os a oon cs a areas te mer Se RE ae Whe ee a eee et) ee ore Te VALE OM: 


ee On ee 


Mrmr) mrs ore a 


aan Sam ae ae 
All Combination Store | ! 
Chains, Total ...... | 48 | 14570197 .294,500 } | 635 | 22 192,200) 927 174,775,200 


Chains having -- | i | 
Less than 10 units . 194/12,668,100 | 42 | 1,965,700} 146 | 10,575,700 
136; 5,196,300] 56 , 1,513,800) 79 | 3,678,300 
i 
| 
4 


10~— 99 units a@ee206 j : 
100 units and over Leet Mia cy suey DOT WLS, Vie CON 702 pete Rata e ee 


i 
ss = all Ae he) ria asthe trl LE : LAIMA ae ed ein 
7) These figures inciude a few uron nee ‘other than grocery and combination stores. 
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Table 3.--Principal Statistics of Food Chains by Provinces, 1930, 1933 and 1936-1938. 


—_—--— 


(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined) 


EE SAE, ER ae a, A Da a 


1930 1937 1938 
CANADA, Total(1)-- Nal ih ai ’ 
Number of chains ...... 87 
No. of stores (maximum) 2,008, 


Net chain sales, amount $127,582,500/ $103,638, 500/$111,511, 90014 


Wdex 9502100)... oa 100.09 81.23 87 .40 
Total sales ........ . +61 $488, 429 , 600} $347, 397,000) 
Peonae eo UOtAL eb wyieOel | fed. “£849 


British Columbia -- 


7 ry 
Number of chains ...... 19 17 16 15 14 
No. of stores (maximum) R444 ae 298 poe 281 
Net chain sales, amount|# 10,117, 100 Is 8,862, 400!4 10,699,600 i 11,888,200]* 11,199,600 
index, 1956=100 .”.... 100. 00 87.60 105.76 MILA seal LOL 70 
Moral sales o.aleericise 1G D7 1196, 100} 24,455,000 /% 28,890,000 |% 31,308,000 !% 30,575,000 
%, chains to total .... 27, 36.2 37.0 38 .0 36 .6 
Alberta -- | | 
mumber Of chains .....% a Aly 10 q Z 8 
Net of stores, (maximum) E Cai alll 4,519,100 \% 5,585,300 k$ 6,200,760 |% 6,296,500 
Index, 1950=100, ..... 100 .00 | 80 .89 99.97 110.98 112.70 
Popenssiakest 0.1)... « . .[$ 23,469,400 i 15,970,000 |$ 18,655,000 jf 20,089,000 |# 20,641,000 
%, chains to total .... 23 , 8 28.9 | 29.9 30, 9 | 30.5 
Saskatchewan -- | 
Number of chains ...... 10 | 5 oF 6 
No. of stores (maximum) 165 138} 125 127 | 130 
Net chain sales, amount]$ 6,969,300/4 4,177,600/% 4,767,300 |# 5,135,900I1% 5,193,700 
THOSRSILOSORLOO. 2.246 100.00 | 59,94 68 .40 73.69 74 52 
Botaltcevesy oi.200.. -e{% 21,690,500 {$ 13,109 ,000]% 14,373,000 | 15,006,000;4 15,020,000 
me, chains to total .... 32, J O19 33.2 34 42 54 46 
Manitoba -- | 
fumber of chains ...... 8 j 6 4. 5 a 
No. of stores (maximum) tel 110 104. iT 109 
Net chain sales, amount|$ 5,689,100/$ 4,697,600/% 4,908,600/$ 5,414,300/4 4,974,500 
index, 19302100 ja... ei. 100. 00 Senor 86.28 2 OTR RY 87 .44 
POUALNSELCS 2a .ecseuscat ss Sogeco,5001e 15,480,000] $ 117,372,000 $ 18,480,000 $ 18,318,000 
%, chains to total Piette 25.6 30 .3 28.13 291.0 Riise 
Ontario -- 
Number of chains ...... 37 37 42 45 48 
No. of stores (maximum) 1,107! Wiis 1,095 1,101 1,076 
Net chain sales, amount] 70,769,300/4 55,450,700] 60,149, 700|% 66,561,000} & 68,503, 400 
index, 19502100"... 100,00 ie 78 36 84.99 94.05 96.80 
Total sales ...........|$206, 749,300 9148, 592%, N00! 4163, 219, 000 $174, 393, 0001 #173, 440,000 
%, chains to total ..., 34.2 37.8 36.9 38.2 39.5 
Quebec -— 
Number of chains ..... 5 13 Le 10 g 9 
No. of stores (maxim! 4.95 | 472 428 389] 358 
Net chain sales, amount)$ 23,708,400) 20,456,500} 19,595,300/# 19,602,500/& 19,031,600 
Pudex sel GS0=L00.) sec 100.00 86 .28 82.65 82.68 SOme rt 
Total sales ..... ee 14140, 527,500 1 $14 , 204, 000! 4111, 831, 000,4119, £67, 000! 4120, 765, 000 
%, chains to total .... 900) wees 17.5 medee he | a5 le 
New Brunswick -- | 
BembePSOL C NANG Hn «05 <.0 5 5 6 5| 2 
No. of stores (maximum)! 30 All . 39 36 36 
Net chain sales, amount! 1,267,300/% 1,519,900) 1,498,900]/# 1,480,800|% 1,408,100 
Index, 1930=100 ..... 100 .00° 119.93 | 118 .28 TOPO play il 
Total sales ...,.......{ 13,117,200;4 9,638,000) # 10,608,000/# 11,461,000}# 11,169,000 
%, chains to total .... O17 oe TA LANg 12.6 
Nova Scotia »- 
Number of chains ...... 9 14 13 13| 12 
No. of stores (maximum) 66 13 qd 100 95 
Net chain sales, amountj/$ 3,162. 100j4 3,844,700/$ 4,091,200{/4 4,535,80C]# 4,531,400 
sude6xX, L9S50=100 2 ao wet 100,00 EAOs oo 128.29 142 23 WAZ OD 
Total Sales e/sicietvlow «eae Be fre e48, 900 $ 16,313, 000: $ 18,874,000;¢ 20,490,000 $ 20,303,000 
%, chains to total tone 136 23 .6 | 21.7 22.1 22 3 


pe er 
(1) Includes Prince Fdward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Table 4.--Food Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 1937 and 1938 
(SADA ee barbed ean epee OO pe ARE Ae 


Value of Sales 


Province and City Per Cent 
1937 1938 of Change 
CANADA, Total(1) eeerverenseer + Ons 
Places 30,000 and over, total ...., 70,130,500 | 68,576,000 | - 2.2 
Places under 30,000, total ........ 50,924,300 | 52,795,500] + 3.7 
British Columbia, Total ..... 11, 888,200 11,199,600 - 95.8 
Places 30,000 and over, total ..... 7,365,100 6,861,000 | - 6.8 
Vancouver eeeoervreevn es oo eevee se 6,631,700 5,848,900 aod ers) 
Victoria eeoreeseeereeeeee © eee oe 733,400 . 1,012,100 + Sis}A(0) 
Places under 30,000, total ........ 4,523,100 4,338,600 | - 4.1 
Alberta, Total eeecesereroeoene 6 200 700 6,296 500 + 1.9 
Places 30,000 and over, total ...,. 80 76| 3,850,400] 3,922,400] + 1.9 
Calgary Coeceece oe ee eeeaeeerere 54 ‘aih 2,468, 600 2,520,700 + saa 
Edmonton eeecev ov eeaeoeeeaeeeveee ee 26 25 1,381,800 1,401,700 + aes! 
Places under 30,000, total ........ 48 48 2,350,300 2,574,100 | + 1.0 
Saskatchewan, Total eeseeveece 127 130 9,135 , 900 5,193,700 + aka i 
Places 30,000 and over, total ..... 37 42)" 1951 600u!) 02,227,900) + | 946 
Regina eecee ese re sees eeseeved 22 oe (Xx) (X) (x) 
SASKATOON 20 ose sin cene rs sevecs 15 15 (Xx) (X) (X) 
Places under 30,000, total @e5oaeeved 90 88 3,204,300 3,075,800 bed 4.0 
MemivODE, TOtAl ba gi/oji\e as s/s/e:ne Til 209}... 5.414,500.1, 47974,500 | i! 8,2 
Places 30,000 and over, Total ..... 92 93 4,202,200 (X) (X) 
Wists Hoe (Si vi loewlsicel bh eeasanes 92 931 4,202,200 (x) (x) 
Places under 30,000, total ......0. 19 16 eee OO (x) (x) 
Ontario, Total eoeeeorvreoerecoe 66,561 000 68,503,400 + 2.9 
Places 30,000 and over, total ..... 36,472,000 | 36,311,800 | - 0.4 
Brantford eeooevrreer ew 6oeeo0e086 991,000 980 , 800 bad hae b 
Hamilton eeeoeeevs ore eee reare 5,496, 400 5,609, 700 + eat 
Kitchener eeereoeeaevneeeeseevervteosd 655 , 900 738,400 + MPT ALS 
London eeeeoenperpeeoevaeoeeveseee eee 1,807,400 1,935,200 + Yh ak 
Ottawa eecoeoevavenvneer eee ee een oe ae 3,415,100 3,469,200 + a6 
Toronto (3) errecoeeoseoe ee eee ed 21,145 ,600 20,948,800 secs 0.9 
Windsor ecooveeereoe eee aa as Heed 2,960,100 2,629,700 = LIS 
Places under 30,000, total ........ 30,089,000 | 32,191,600 | + 7.0 
Quebec, Total eoeeoeoeraeeoansen 19, 602 , 500 19,031,600 i PAE) 
Places 30,000 and over, total ..... 14,106,900 | 13,275,400 | - 5.9 
Montreal (4) coer aeeen eee eeeed 11,761,300 10,878,300 a Veo 
Que bec ee ee rs (x) (X) 
MATEO PRLVOTS Jat sais she ds es ete (X) (X) 
Verdun eooereeesreo ee er esereseno oe dhl COO 1,741,600 + 1.4 
Places under 30,000, total ........ 5,495,600 De700,000 T+ | die? 


New Brunswick and 


Nova Scotia, Total ,...ceee 6,016,600 5,939,500 {| - 


2,202,300 | 2,137,000 | - 


1.3 

Places 30,000 and over, Total ..... 3.0 
1,595,000 1,554,200 } - 2.6 
4.0 


Halifax eeeseeeoeovesvn ee ee ee ane oee 
Siem OM sca s sissies vise 4s ese viele 607 ,300 582 ,800 - 


Places under 30,000, total e@eveeve800 3,814,300 3,802,500 = OES 
(1) Includes Prince Edward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories. (2) Includes suburbs. 


(3) Toronto proper only. (4) Montreal proper only. (X) indicates that figures are with- 
held to avoid disclosing individual operations, but these are included in the totals. 
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(Number of Chains, Stores, Value of Purchases and Average Purchases Per Store) 


Table 6.--Voluntary Food Chains in Canada, 1930 - 1938 
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(1) Revised figures. 
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Number 
of 

Chains 
23 
10) 
26 
27 
23 
30 
32 
37 


39 


Number 
of 
Stores 
4,472 
5,198 
5,790 
6,025 
5,659 
6,525 
6,670 
6,949 


7,158 


“Total Purchases 
by Members (at 
Wholesale Prices 


Index of 
Purchases 


22,720,500 5,081 


100.0 
23,626,800 4,545 104.0 
25,433,100 4,392 111.9 
26,725,400 4,436 117.6 
26 , 842,200 4,743 118.1 
27,703,200 4,246 121.9 
27,336,200 4,098 120.3 
28,417,700 4,089 125.1 
29,435,200 4,112 129.6 
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LIST OF FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA 


Grocery Store Chains 


Allan's Black and White Stores 

B. and K. Economy Cash Stores, Ltd. 
Bassin's Food Stores 

Carroll's Limited 

Charbonneau, L. A. 


Curry's Grocery 


10402 - 97th St., 
1484 W. Broadway 
405 Jane St. 
POyEugkson St. S. 
127 Botel de 
Ville 
6115 Fraser St. 


The T. Eaton Co., Ltd. (Ontario Groceterias) 


Elliott's Stores Ltd. 

Foster's Economy Stores 

Gowman, The Grocery 

Gust, The S. E. Stores 

Eicxman Stores, The 

Jenkins Groceteria Ltd. (Alberta) 
Jewel Stores Ltd. 

London Grocery and Provision Stores Ltd, 
McBride’s Limited 

Model Grocery Ltd. 

Neal Brothers Ltd. 

O. K. Economy Stores 

Overwaitea Ltd. 

Quelity Groceterias 

Ramsey, E. E. 

Steinberg's Wholesale Groceterias Ltd. 
Sterling Stores Ltd. 

Superior Stores (B.C.) Ltd. 

Tait, Farry Groceterias Ltd. 
Thomas Bros. 

Thomson Groceries Ltd. 

Toronto Grocery Stores 

United Pure Food Stores Reg'd. 
Wilbie's Service Stores 


Combination Store Chains 


Acadia Stores Limited 

Adam and Co., Ltd. 

Bailey's Warehouse Food Shops 
Barker's Grocery 

Barker's Stores Ltd. 

Dpoylo. Fb. J. Co., Ltd, 

Brook's Stores 

Butti, Samuel 

Buy Right, The Stores Ltd. 

Buywell Food Markets Ltd. 
Campbelton‘s Cash and Carry Stores 
Consumer's Cooperative Society Ltd. 
Cosmopolitan, The Stores 

Curtis Markets 

David's Markets Ltd. 

Dominion Stores Limited 


T. Eaton Co. Ltd. (Maritime Groceterias’ 


" " om "(Western Groceterias) 


Empire Meat Co., Ltd. 

Fitzpatrick and Geraghty Ltd. 

Gilmer and Thomson 

Great A. and P. Tea Co. Ltd., The 

International Provisions Co., Ltd. 

Kofman Brothers and Fine 

Les Epiceries A. Marcil 

Loblaw Groceterias Co. 

fuckin Ss ib’. 

Vem and ara vOres | pds 

Mesoveiad, B.O. 

Mason's Grocery Stores 

Wiracle Marketerias Ltd. 

Phillips Markets Ltd. 

pineh, The J. ©. Stores 
mrowell ana Co. Ltd. 


Ltd. 


5339 West Boulevard 
583 Roncesvalles Ave. 
181 Colborne St. 
626~-3rd St. 

843 Bank St. 
702-9th Ave. W. 

592 Main St. 

eeoo Main St. 

1335 Garnet St. 
508-tth St. 

285 Stanley St. 

S01 Cntario Ave. 
ISR chard Se sivre 
535’ Sanford Ave. 


445 River St. 

605 Barrington St. 
207 West Fastings St. 
10012-lOlst. Ave. 

438 Dundurn St. 


Rear of 302 Greenwood Ave. 


290 Queen St. E. 
721 Imperial Ave. 
6027 Fraser St. 


o2 Spring Garden Rd. 
42 Borgia St. 

169 Brisbin St. 

100 Princess St. 
Provost St. 

1681/2 Charlotte St. 
501 Townsend St. 

268 Ferguson St. 
O2i-525 Gottingen St. 
940 Inspector St. 

Ua oma, Swi, 

64-4th Ave. 

Laurier St. 

1028 Pape Ave. 


Charlotte St. 


By Siu layin fShae 


530-2nd Ave. S. 

196 Rubidge St. 

26 Queen St. 

155 Laughton Ave. 
626 Barrington St. 
896 Queen St. W. 
1120 Mt. Royal Ave. 


Fieet and Bathurst Sts. 


4 Parkhurst Blvd. 
375 Sandwich St. W. 
64 Windsor St. 

429 George St. 

2424 Yonge St. 

805 Foward Ave. 

556 Queen St. 


Cor. King and Main Sts. 


Edmonton, Alta. 
Vancouver, B. C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Familton, Ont. 


bettas) ees = 


Quebec, Que. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, BeC. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Brantford, Ont. 
Medicine Fat, Alta. 
Ottawa, Ont. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Winnipeg, Man. . 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Regina, Sask. 
New Westminster, B.C. 
Winnipeg, Mans 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Vancouver, B.C, 
Familton, Ont. . 
Petrolia, ‘Ont. 
Verdun, Que. 
Palifeax, Ne 6. 
MAN COMUVICI EN Bist. 
Edmonton, Altai 
Familton, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
MOronirOn Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 
Vancouver, Ba C. 


Pealicax, Ns S% 
Sudbury, Ont. 
London, Ont. 
Saint John, N.B. 
New Glasgow, N.S. 
Peterboro, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 
North Bay, Ont. 
Patitax, N.S. 
Montreal, Que. 
Campbellton, N. B. 
Timmins, Ont. 
Sydney, N. S. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 

Lhd " 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
St. Catharines, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Malte ae oN uo. 
Poronve,, Olu. 
Montreal, Que. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Windsor, Ont. 
ieLaeebes ING StS 
Peterborough, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Windsor, Ont. 
Sault Ste Marie, Ont. 
Dundas, Ont. 
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LIST OF FOOD CEAINS IN CANADA~-(Cont'a) 


moran 


Combination Store Chains~-Cont'd, 


Power Food, The Markets TTB Kine St. EB. Toronto, Ont. 
Progressive Trading Cooperative Ltd. 638 Queen St. We : i! 
Ray's Limited 1105 Dominion Bldg. Vancouver, B.C. 
Safewey's Ltd. 313 Pacific Ave. Winnipeg, Man. 
Shop-Easy Stores Limited 312 Confederation Life Bldg.Winuipeg, Man. 
Shoprite Stores 1502-12th Ave. W. Calgary, Alta. 
Sobey, J. W. ; Stellarton, N.S. 
Sosowsky and Slabodsky, Messrs. 546 Simpson St. Fort William, Ont. 
Thrift Stores Limited 960 Outremont Ave. Montreal, Que. 
Wetmore, G. R. 79 Ludlow St. St. John, N.B. 
Whyte Packing Company, The Ltd. Linton Ave. Stratford, Ont. 
Worker's Cooperative of New Ontario Ltd.64-3rd. Ave. Timmins, Ont. 
feat Market Chains 

Brooker's Meat Market Talbot St. EB. Leamington, Ont. 
Buehler Bros. Limited 2896 Dundas St. W. Toronto, Ont. 
Burns and Co., Ltd. Calgary, Alta. 
Calvert, Willis 1232 Dundas St. W. POrOnto., FOnt. 
Collins, Len 475 Danforth Ave. Toronto, Ont. 
Cooper, Joseph Ltd. 466 Queen St. W. Toronto, Ont. 
Cross Stores 16510-1312 Douglas St. Victoria) Bac. 
Duff's Meat Stores and Master Meat 

Meat Markets Co. of Canada LOO" Vinsvst. Familton, Ont. 
pGordon, D. K. Ltd. Bernards Avenue Kelowna, B. C. 
Poyntz, Arthur 790 St. Clair Ave. W. Toronto, Ont. 
Pure Food Meat Markets 1505 Gerrard St. E. Toronto, Ont. 
Sterling Food Markets Ltd. 724 Vancouver Block Vancouver, B.C. 
Swanwick, A. 428 King St. W. Pamilton, Ont. 
Wilson Bros. Ltd. Familton St. and 12th Ave. Regina, Sask. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Food Chains in Canada, 1939 (Preliminary) 


Notwithstanding a decrease in the number of stores in operation, 
dollar volume of business for food chains was 5.4 per cent greater in 1939 than in 1938 
and reached the 1930 level for the first time since that year. There were 87 food 
chain companies in Canada in 1939 and these operated a total of 2,046 stores and had 
$127,890 ,800 sales. In 1938 there were 91 chain companies with 2,212 stores and 
$121,371,500 sales while in 1930, the earliest year for which comparable data are avail- 
able, there were 87 chains with 2,352 stores and $127,582,500 sales. The figures for 
1939 represent results of preliminary compilations for the Census of Merchandising and 
Service Establishments and relate to groups of four or more stores under the same owner- 
ship or management and dealing in grocery or meat products or in both groceries and 
meats. They do not include candy chains, restaurant chains or chains specializing in 
the sale of bakery products. Voluntary chains consisting of individual steres grouped 
for buying or advertising purposes are not included. A more detailed report is in 
course of preparation and will include in addition to the final figures for the items 
shown in this preliminary statement, tables presenting chain store figures for the larger 
cities and classifying individual stores according to amount of annual sales, 


The decline in number of stores in operation between 1938 and 1939 
represents 2 continuation of the policy adopted by retail food chains in recent years 
of closing out the smaller branches and developing the larger stores. Further evidence 
of this trend is to be found in a comparison of the average sales per store as dcetermin- 
ed from the total annual sales and the average number of stores in operation. Average 
sales per store for all food chains increased from approximatcly 358,000 in 1938 to 


$68,300 in 1939. 


Increased business compared with 1938 was reported for all divisions 
of the country excepting the Province of Quebec where the reduction in number of stores 
in operation wes proportionately greatest. In that province sales of $17,288,600 by 8 
chains with 291 stores in 1939 were down by 9.2 per cent from the $19,031,600 recorded 
for 9 chains with 358 stores in 1938. Manitoba reported the greatest percentage increase, 
sales of 106 stores belonging to 5 chains exceeding by 16.9 per cent the dollar volume of 
the same 5 companies through 109 branches in 1938. Increases in dollar volume over 1938 
for other divisions were as follows: British Columbia, 12.4 per cent; Saskatchewan, 
9-5 per cent; Ontario, 7-2 per cent: the Maritime Provinees, 5.6 per cent, and Alberta, 
3.7 per cent. 


Of the 87 food chains coming within the scope of this survey 30 were 
grocery chains and those operated a total of 452 stores and had $17,966,900 sales. There 
wore 43 combination store chains with 1,437 stores and 105,804,200 sales and there wero 
14 moat market chains with 157 stores and $4,119,700 sales. Not all units of the com- 
bination store chains scll both grocorics and moat. Of the 1,437 units operated by 
combination chains, 901 or 62-7 per cont were of the combination type in which both gro- 
corics and fresh meat arc sold. 533 or 37-1 por cent wore purely grocery stores whilo 
thore were 3 units of miscollancous types- That the combination type of store is general~ 
ly larger than tho grocery unit is evident from the fact that the 901 combination stores 
belonging to combination chains, while forming 62-7 per cent of the total number of 
storos, accountod for over 81 por cent of the total annual businoss. 
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Table 1---Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930, 1934 and 1937 to 1939. 

(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined ise 
————————————————————————— 
aoe 


bce Siedeomad 
a 


1938 | 1939 


i 

i 
Number of Chains a 87 86 89 91 87 

| 

Number of Stores: 
Maximum ......+. | 2,352 25395 2,287 24242 2,046 
Average(1) ..... | 2,218 2,310 2,179 2,093 1672 
Dopat Sales ws | $127,582,500 | $104,912,800 | $121,054,800 | 121,371,500 | $127,890,800 

j 

Chain Sales Index | 
(1930 = 100.0) } 100.0 82.2 95.1 100.2 

i! 

Percentage change || 

in sales from |! 
preceding year “|| - #i lie? + 8.6 + 0-3 +. 5-4 


(1) Computed from number at beginning, middle and end of each year  ....... 


Table “1.--Number of Food Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces, 


1930, 1937. 1938 and 2939 Compared 


1930 1937 1938 
GMNADAG Totai= Chains? >. st. Adieu ji 89 
Stores(max. ) 2,352 25201 |. eyone. 2,046 
Sow iar, ape 8127 , 582,500 | $121,054, 800 18121, 371,50019127,890,800| + 5+4 
British POMEL Scie sins s 19 15 14 3 
Columbia(1)-- Stores(max. )|} 246]. 294) Cn 267 
Sees slay a $ 10,194,9001% 12,010,900 ]3 11,326,000|% 12,726,900] +12.4 
Alberta- Chained. aikiss 8 9 8 8 
Stores(max. ) || 120] 128 124 118 
SORIT Be BA § §,587,000]3 6,200,700]$ 6,296,500/$ 6,531,800] + 3-7 
Saskatchewan= Chains...... 10 5 6 6 
Stores(max- ) |} BO a nei, 130] 127 
Sales.....-. § 6,969,30010 5,135,900|8° 5,193, 70010 5,685,100) + 945 
Manitoba- Chains ries «ax 8 5 5 5 
Stores(max- ) || fea 111] 109 | 106 
Sarees “HS 5,689,10018 5,424,300]3 4,974,500}% 5,814,000] +16-9 
Ontario- Chaing.---«- 37 45 48 47 
Stores(max-) |} 11071) 1,101) 1,076]. 1,004 
Saleg--++s ~- {13 70,769,300 19 66,561,000 |3 68,503,400 10 73,459,400 | + 72 
Quebec= Chainseceecc 13 9 9 8 
Stores(max- ) |] 495] 389 | 358 291 
Salos-.... eo llS 23,708,400 13 19,602,500]3 19,031,600 |> 17,288,600 | - 9.2 
Maritime ‘ Chainsts «-.« 12 | 16 15 15 
Provinces- Stores(max.-) |] 98 | 23T| Asai 133 
Saleg+.--+-«|/6 4,664,500/3 6,129,500/% 6,045,800 |¥ 6 385,000 | + 5.6 
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wi) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories 


=—=—- 


a kta vhs, . fi tL a he ie i . ‘ f ( J are! s i) hy j Hat SN A (i 
4 thie i chs y ih Les iy dé y Boia se ‘ ate y uh 
eye vere a aha ev thie ips oaeai 


Sie 


Py, site 
aioe wine pein mf 


a er rey: 
ree ety. ane 


ae 
ra 
a) 


= iy io i" 
i oy gL! ‘ 
be " ' 2 awe pau 
A a wis £4 Rhy a 
‘ 


a ste s 
aa ae ae sae khes : 


oe : my pete) aon ee 


i ee 


yaa, . 


ca) 


fOO ENE - highend vate 


*ve') eo 2 pal aby: <a nbn 


4 = ? 
aot ua cealaaall gy th 


ae 
Fy 7 
a a 
{ ee , . (ee 
ee 
oe) ; a a 


i WM tia ae Se ve Seay hela, ; 
i. eRe 

LF iil kak 

7 eve | See 
iets Sh A ie eure 4 sal ii Noe a igen ‘oomph seats, ay Si ite ae HOE et ne ve sla ne 
Dae rs < | ve Fasiithagh ia e Sait a io) 2 Tae 
‘ i ay i f 7 * 7 : 
| | Va 
ana : Hard a Je 
x 4 Fi id ; pra 


ry 3 - 


Table IiI.--Number of Grocery Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
L730 LIS h and 1937 40.1939 


Number of Chains .. 


30 


ae 


Number of Stores: 
EXTANT ne nigaave vse lel a8 'o.6 6 
VOPARO ass beeeerecs 


484 
460 


452 
435 


919,655,500 | § 17,966,900 


746 
719 


498 
482 


Total Sales .---se---ee eae 037,390,600 | 320,167,700 


Table IV.--Number of Combination Stc Store Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
“1930, 1934 Pee i ee 19 34 and | L357 2c 0 L939 Fie, 


SS SF A RE a 


| 173% 

Number of Chains ...... 23 34 43 
Number of Stores: 

Maximum ACCT TES Rms ae a Lae Y 1,493 1,627 io 18 1,437 

Pores it Cee canes 282 1,440 1,542 1,478 1,288 
Botal Gales’. ..--ecs.0- $74,800,200 | $63,484,300 | $96,222,000 | 897,194, 300 $105 ,804,200 

Table V.--Number of Meat Market pens. 2hores an and Total Sales, by Years, 
19305 1934 an and 1937 to. 1939 
SS Sin SRT ; 
ory 
1930 f =» :934 ekg | 1938 1939 


12 re 


Number of Chains ..+... Pan 

Number of Stores: 
Maximum .50 6 ath bs + se 3 225 156 162 158 157 
AVOrAge eecersvercsve 214 151 155 155 149 


PTotal Sales e+--+-se«+ee|/3 8,983,900 | 3 4,037,900 1% 4,665,100 E 45215700. 1%  45219,700 
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Table VI.--Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Store Chains in 1939 


eS EET 
CDE RAS a TOE 


; SET Rohs PEE ; 
5 { t \ 


Number; Total 1 Units(1) Grocery Units 


! 
| 
i 


Combination Units 


Size of Chain eae 
C b Se nd Numb Sal 
hains | Number | Se ales _jNumt Be — 
All Combination Store | 
Chains, Total ....-. a5 1,437 | 105,804,200] 533 19,794,700 | 901 85,913,000 
Chains having ~ 
Less than 10 units- a2 185 1221 9s (00 30 1,473,900 163 10,790,100 
10 to 99 units .... 6 123 5,155,800} 46 1,307 5200 TT 3,848,600 
— 100 units and over. 5 1 eS) 88,368,700} 457 17,013,600 | 671 71,274,300 


(1) These figures include a few stores other than grocery and combination stores 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Food Chains in Canada, 1939 


Final figures relating to the operations of food chains in Canada 
during 1939 vary but little from those contained in the preliminary bulletin issued 
earlier in the year. «An average net increase of 5 per cent in dollar volume of food 
chain business over 1938 notwithstanding a decline of 8 per cent in number of unite 
operated, a substantial reduction in chain business in the city of Montreal, a slight 
increase in the proportion of the total food retailing business secured by chains in 
all provinces except New Brunswick and Quebec and a continuation of the trend towards 
larger umit stores constitute the outstanding features of food chain operations in Canada 
last yeare 


There were 87 food chain companies in Canada in 1939, including 
grocery chains, combination store chains and meat market chains and these operated a 
total of 2,044 stores with annual seles of $127 ,945,900 or 30-7 per cent of the total 
annual business of all similar stores including both chains and independents. In the 
preceding year there were 91 chain store companies with 2,212 stores and $121,371,500 
sales, an amount which formed 29.4 per cent of the total annual business of all food 
stores. Ratios of chain to total sales for carlior years were 29.3 per cent for 1937, 
26.9 per cent for 1936, and 28.5 per cent for 1935. The ratio has changed but slightly 
since 1931 when it stood at 29.0 per cent. 


The above ratios represent the proportion of chain sales to total 
sales for grocery stores, combination stores and meat markets combined. Thore are but 
@ smell number of chains engaged in the retailing of moat products only. When figures 
for straight meat markets are excluded from the calculations and data for grocery and 
combination stores only are considered the ratio of chain to total sales stands at 35.2 
per cent for 1939 and 33-7 per cent for 1938. 


Results on a provincial basis show that food chain sales incroased 
in 1939 over 1938 in all provinces excepting Quebec while figures for individual cities 
of 30,000 population or over revoal that increasos were goneral excepting in Montreal, 
Halifax and St. John. Food chain sales in British Columbia averaged 13 per cent higher 
in 1939 than in 1938; Vancouver sales wero up by 19 por cont and Victoria 14 per cent. 
Alberte sales were up by 4 per cent with rosults for Calgary and Edmonton slightly 
bettor than the provincial average. Sales in Saskatchewan wore up 10 por cent but tho 
increase for Saskatoon was considerably greater at 17 por cent. Regine salos were up 
by 13 per cent. Chain sales in Manitoba gained 17 per cont. Ontario reported a gain of 
7 per cont, results for individual cities ranging from an increase of 2 por cent in 
London to 16 per cont in Kitchoner. Toronto chain sales were up 4 per cont, Hamilton 
8 por cont and Ottawa 11 per cent. 


A decline from 358 to 289 in the number of food chain units operate 
ing in Qucbee province resulted in a decroase of 9 per cent in dollar volume of businoss. 
This must bo attributed almost completcly to a reduction in the number of stores operated 
in Montreal from 197 in 1938 to 143 in 1939, a reduction in units which was accompanied 
by a decrease of 25 per cent in dollar sales. 


Chain sales in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia wore up by 6 por cent, 
an increase of 14 per cent in tho smallor localitics more than offsotting declines of 6 
per cont and 13 per cent in Halifax and St. John respoctively. 
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The trend towards the operation of larger unit stores which has 
boen ovident during recent yoars wes continued in 1939, the number of storos with annual 
sales of $100 ,000 or ver and the proportion of the total chain business transacted by 
such stores providing some indication of this tendency. There were 313 units of food 
chains each with annual sales of $100,000 or more in 1939 and these transacted 47 per 
cent of the total business of all food chains. In the preceding year there were 263 
stores above the same size limit and they accounted for 39 per cent of the total business; 
in 1937 there were 225 large stores doing 33 per cent of the business, while in 1934 
there were only 152 similar sized stores and they accounted for only 16 per cent of the 
total chain trade. Or taking $300,000 as the lower limit it is found that there were 41 
stores above this size in 1939, 22 in 1938, 14 in 1937 and only one in 1934. 


The figures contained in the previous paragraph relate to the oper- 
ations of corporate chains only; that is, groups of four or more units under the same 
ownership or management and engaged in the retail distribution of groceries, meats or 
groceries and meats together. Voluntary chains are not included. While information re 
lating to the total annual turnover of voluntary chains is not available, statistics 
furnished by the affiliated wholesale firms give some indication of the development in 
this field. The absence of clearly defined methods of operation of these voluntary 
groups makes complete enumeration difficult but returns.secured from 31 voluntary chain 
organizations in the food retailing field show 6,706 individual members whose purchases 
at wholesale prices from affiliated wholesalers amounted to $32,427,479 or an average of 
$4,836 per member. Of course, not all the food purchases by members of these voluntary © 
chains are made from the affiliated wholesale houses. Nor are voluntary chains restrict- 
ed to the sale of food products» Many of them are to be found amongst country general 
stores, affiliation in the voluntary chain group applying only in so far as the purchase 
of all or part of their food products is concerned. 


A number of wholesalers who reported that they sponsored voluntary 
chains in earlier years indicated in their 1939 returns that the same privileges were 
now extended to all customers. There were 39 voluntary chains reported in 1938 with 
7,158 members whose purchases from the affiliated wholesale houses amounted to 329,435,237- 


Chain inventories were somewhat higher at the end of 1939 than at 
the close of the preceeing year. Store inventories increased from $6,238,100 at the end 
of 1938 to $6,605,200 at the end of 1939- The relative increase in warehouse inventories 
was considerably greater; warehouse stocks increased from $3,349,000 to 44,485,700 in the 
same comparison. 


Customers’ accounts outstanding on the books of food chain companies 
declined slightly from $1,601,400 at the end of 1938 to $1,470,500 at the close of 1939. 
Salaries and wages paid to store employees totalled $9,072,300 for 1939, practically un- 
changed from the preceding year. 
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Table 1.--Summary of Food Chain Stores in Canada, 1939 


Combination i -- Meat: - 

Store i; Market 

Chains Chains 
Number of Chains ....... a ha iaphinn , 87 30 43 14 
Number of stores, Sreeeeta) Saleee isi 1,867 4.33 1,285 149 
Number of stores, maximum....... san 2,044 452 1,435 157 

Net Sales: 

Total sales(2) «+-+-+---e+e¢ ff $131,907,500 | $21,754,000 | $106 ,033,800 | $4,119,700 


Stocks on hand, end of year, at 
cost: 


In retail stores -.+-0--«el! 3 6,605,200 


per Cae 


| 
ty f 
Store sales ee $127 5945, 900 | $18,040,100|$105,786,100 24,119,700 
a 
| 1,592,900|3 4,908,200 ° 104,100 
5) 
| 


In warehouses .-eeee---eee |i 8 4,485,700 920,40013 3,546,800 18,500 

Salaries and WALES see cercereererace G 9,072 , 300 G 1332 » 100 . 7,268,700 Q 470,900 
Total accounts outstanding, Dec. 31: 

v 147,500 


ee de oats el 6 1,470,500|8 402,000/$ 921,000 


Per cent of total sales .. Dh 1.8 0-9 | 3.6 


(1)Derived from number of units at beginning, middle and end of year. 
(2)Imcludes any sales at wholesale prices direct from warehouses. 


Table 2.--Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Store Chains in 1938 and 1939 


a | Number Oa re 


+ 4 bp ee 


of a otal Units(1 


eS 3 3 eae 
T9532 8 
, . 
All Combination Store 
Chains, Total’ .-+s+e- 1,570 | 97,194,300 || 6 22,192,200|| 927 _| 74,775,200 


Chains having == 

Less than 10 units -. 
10 = 99 units .....-- . 
100 units and over -. 


194 | 12,668,100|| 42 | 1,963,700]! 146 {110,575,700 
136 5,196,300 56 1,513,800 19 3,678,300 
1,240 | 79,329,900 | 537 | 18,714,700] 702 | 60,521,200 


ae 


——————————— 


wee 2S neds Nines ela ENS LB a awe eee 
| afer | 
All Combination Store | | | | 
Chaina Total’ .....% 4 4 1,434 | 105,734 600 |l_ 529 | 19,752,300 i! 902 | 85,885,800 
Chains having -= Day | 
Less than 10 units .. 32 285 | 12,2795.700 30 1,473,900 1] 253 110,790, 100 
10 - 99 units ..... ;: Guta a2O 5,086,200 42 | 1,264,800 7 a4 821,400 
100 units and over .. 5 | 1,129 | 88,368,700 || 457 | 17,013,600 |} 671 171,274,300 


(1)These figures include a few stores other than grocery and combination stores. 
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Table 3---Principal Statistics of Food Chains by 


ve a 


(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined 


CANADA, Total(1)-- 
Number of chains .----- 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

Index, 1930 = 100 .- 
Total sales ....... a 

By chains to total .... 

British Columbia-- 
Number of chains 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

magex, 1930 °=" 100°. 
Total sales 

J, chains to total..,. 

Alberta-~ 
Number of chains ...... 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 

Index, 1930 = 100. 


eevee 


see eee eveeer 


Total sales -owareeso ce 
(Bs chains to total .... 
Saskatchewan-— 


Number of chains .-»-. 
No- of stores (naximum) 
Net chain sales,' amount 
Index, 1930 = 100 . 
Total sales .« 
Ua ones ye VOsbate) «<9 s 
Manitoba-- 
Number of chains 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales,’ amount 
Index, 1930 = 100 . 
Total sales 
o, chains to total +... 
Ontario-=- 
Number of chains 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 
Index, 1930 = 100. 
Total sales .. 
i chains to total . 
Quebec=- 
Number of chains 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales,’ amount 
Index, 1930 = 100 . 
Total sales 
ey chains to total .--. 
New Brunswick-- 
Number of chains 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 
Index, 1930 = 100 - 
Total sales . 
e, chains tio total . 
Nova Scotia-- 
Number of chains 
No. of stores (maximum) 
Net chain sales, amount 
dndex, 1930 = 100. 
Total sales . 
e, chains to total «+... 
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eoeoerveen 


oreerereaverree 


ecerereae 


oeoeawceeoen 


oeeceees} 


1930 
87 
. 2352 
9127 , 582,500 
100.00 
$488,429 ,600 
26-1 


1, 
244 
% 20,217 .100 
100-00 
37,196,100 
OW? 


<> 


8 
120 
0 5,587,000 
100.00 
$ 23,469,400 
23.8 


10 

165 

8 6,969,300 
100-00 

21,690,500 
32-1 


<> 


8 

i bea 

§ 5,689,100 
100.00 

ou 22". 905) 200 
25.6 


37 
1,107 
$ 70,769,300 
100.00 
$206,749, 300 
neo 


13 

495 

$ 23,708,400 
100-00 

$140, 527,500 
16.9 


5 
30 
Dorel 26 15500 
100-00 
135007 .200 
9-7 


<> 


9 

66 

% 3,189,100 
100-00 


-1Q 21,248,900 


15.0 


ee 


91 
2,398 
$103 ,638,500 
Be OL 23 
2347 397,000 
29.8 


ay) 
282 
& 8,862,400 
87.60 
® 24,455,000 
36.2 


12 
| 127 
. Me beiey 
§ 15,970,000 


v 


8 
138 
$ 4,177,600 
59-94 
13,109,000 
31-9 


6 

110 

3 4,697,600 
82.57 

$ 15,480,000 
30.3 


37 
, 1,113 
9 55,450,700 
78.35 
$146 ,528,000 
37.8 


12 

472 

8 20,456,500 
86.28 

104,204,000 
19.6 


) 
41 


~ 1,519,900 | 


139-93 
% 9,638 ,000 
15-8 


14 

113 

@ 3,844,700 
120-56 

» 16,313,000 
23.6 


1937 


5121,054,800 


— —- 94.88 
412 ,617 ,000 


A) 

292 

9 11,888,200 
uy aCe 


& 31,308,000} « 


38-0 


9 

128 

§ 6,200,700 
110.98 

$ 20,089,000 


30-9 


5 
127 
¥ 5,135,900 
Mie iBss)) 
$ 15,006,000 
34.2 


o 

j11 

& 5,414,300 
yey 

3 18,480,000 
29.3 


45 
PLOY 
3 66,561,000 
nanos 
174 5 393,000 
38.2 


9 

389 

$ 19,602,500 
82.68 

$119,267 ,000 
16-4 


116-85 
3 11,461,000 
12-9 


13 

. 100 

@ 4,535,800 
142.23 

& 20,490,000 
22.1 


> ar eeeomes 


1938 _ 


91 

a2 

121,371,500 
Cece 

5412 5292 ,000 
29.4 


14 

281 

§ 11,199,600 
110.70 

30,575,000 
36-6 


8 

124 

§ 6,296,500 
112.70 

3 20,641,000 
30-5 


6 

! 130 

WP L953 100 
14+52 

% 15,020,000 
34.6 


5 
| 109 
3 4,974,500 
87.44 
$ 18,318,000 
27*2 


48 

1,076 

& 68,503,400 
96.80 

9173 440,000 
39°5 


9 

: 358 

9 19,031,600 
80.27 

$120,765 ,000 
15.8 


5 
36 
8 1,408,100 
Boy jah 
® 11,169,000 
12.6 


12 

: oy) 

9 4,531,400 
142.09 

© 20,303,000 
P2163 


(1)Includes Prince Edward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Provinces, 1930, mer and 29 3 1939 


1939 


87 
2,044 
$127,945 ,900 
100.28 
5417 ,000 ,000 
13 
266 
% 12,653,300 
125.07 
31,483,000 
40.2 
8 
119 
» 6,564,600 
D750 
$ 20,590,000 
31-9 
6 
127 
» 5,685,100 
81.57 
38 15,678,000 
36-3 
5 
106 
$ 5,814,000 
102-20 
39 18,975,000 
30.6 
AT 
! 1,002 
9 733459 ,400 
103-80 
9176 509 ,000 
41.6 
8 
289 
9 17,259,200 
72.80 
0119 ,533,000 - 
14.4 
os 
36 
® 1,428,800 
V2. 74 
$ 11,404,000 
12.5 
12 
96 
& 4,863,100 
152449 
w 20,757,000 
2304 
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Province and City Stores _ | Per cent 
1938 7.1939 yy, 39 of change 
1.ste.900_ 


CANADA, Total(l) .4 3 ences | + 5-4 


Places 30,000 and over, total... : 68,576,000 70,282 , 800 + 2.5 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 978 939 Dea bs LAL 6 | 57,663,100 + 9.2 
British Columbia, Total ..... EDN 12 653 + 13-0 
Places 30,000 and over, total .... 1717 6,861,000 8,089,700 + 17-9 
WANG OUVOR 0-28 6-68 mele + on oe 164 5,848,900 6,940,000 + 18.7 
Winer i@hputhY ee argh tases Sita cuce ACNE ° 13 1,012,100 1,149,700 + 13.6 
Places under 30,000, ryt fs es 104 4,338,600 4,563,600 + 52 
Bibernte, LOtAl teases cas Casal 6,296,500 _ 6,564,600 + 4. 
Places 30,000 and over, total .... 3,922,400 4,145,400 + Died 
Berar y ev odt ret Ay ae oe 2,520,700 2,091; 700 + 52 
mont On 6 eR sco Males): 6 Bias o 4 1,401,700 1,493,700 + 6.6 
Places under 30,000, total ...... - 2,374,100 2,419,200 on Neg 
Saskatchewan, Total ......... See cea! 5 685,100 + 965 
Places 30,000 and over, total «+o! 42 42 aps uly 5900 2,430,300 + 14.8 
Ragiredmisss nad! She are H AMES 27 1,252,100 | 1,414,000 + 12.9 
Saskatoon .-:...... aw Mile helen 15 15 865, 800 | 1,016,300 +1724 
Places under 30,000, botal Ape 88 3,075,800 | 3,254,800 + 5,8 
j : 
Mant copa Totadtey <2 elt c ses Pmtoom noe tra ome noo rinsed G00 |) | 4096.9 
Places 30,000 and over, total .... (X) 
Winni peg(2) Ge IA. ee (X) 
Places under 30,000, ay ee os (X) 
Once Op CObee tpt «he es veh) LeOTORn ds 68,503,400 a 2 
Places 30,000 and over, total .... 563 36,311,800 38,292,100 + 55 
Drantt ocd «6 Se be eens e's es 3 13 980 , 800 1,014,100 + 3.3 
1 A sey) Re oe AD Oo 124 5,609,700 6,038,100 + 7:6 
Kitchener << -e-.¢ eee cabs ones 5 738,400 858,800 + 16.3 
odtorete ste ce tibet vet 28 1,935,200 1,980,800 + 264 
OL tewa et em ele te tte ra 50 3,469,200 3,860, 300 + 11.3 
TOMOMbORS) lee we Lite eed os ray 20,948,800 21,681,700 + 3.5 
Windsor -..ssee esac cee ce reeee 66 2,629,700 2,858,300 + 8.7 
Places under 30,000, total .....-. 513 32,191,600 35,167,300 + 9-2 
Quebec, Total ...... a abies sien toes 29,031,600 = 9 
Places 30,000 and over, Total .... 238 176 13,275,400 10,676,700 - 19.6 
Montreal (4). Geno peor ries colt 197 143 10,878,300 8,180,400 - 24.8 
iS Deed ccosiareke errs cote 6 ie 8 oa6 4 4 (x) (X) (x) 
Three Rivers 2-ncee cme tee oes 6 5 (X) ( X) (X): 
Verdun --++--.- ea ay ey 31 24 1,742,600 1,776,800 + 2-0 
Places under 30,000, total ....... 120 113 5,756,200 6,582 5500 + 14.4 
New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, Total ....-.... 131 ooh aos 90 OU ie Oca ts 900 ua 9 
Places 30,000 and over, total .... 45 40 2s O00 Lyris LOO - 7-8 
cd Tey ee AE IPEEY TERED Ac Pec Pe 33 32 1,554,200 1,465,200 - 5-7 
Bavatad olin. oe ss ohites shee ae 12 8 582 ,800 505,900 =. 132 
Places under 30,000, total ....... 86 92 3,802 ,500 4,320,800 + 13-6 


, 


Te Re 


(1)Includes Prince Edward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories. (2)Includes suburbs. 
(3)Toronto proper only- (4)Montreal proper only. (X)Indicates that figures are withheld 
to avoid disclosing individual operations, but these are included in the totals. 
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LIST OF FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA 


Grocery Store Chains 


B. & K- Economy Cash Stores Ltd. 
Bassin's Food Markets 

Black & White Stores 

Carroll's Limited 

Charbonneau, L.A. 

Curry's Grocery 


1484 WJ. Broadway 
405 Jane St. 

10402 - 97th St. 
19 Hughson St. S. 
127 Hotel de Ville 
6115 Fraser St. 


The T. Eaton Co. Ltd. (Ontario Groceterias) 


Elliott's Stores Ltd. 

Gowman, The Grocery 

Hickman Stores, The 

Jenkins Groceteria Ltd. (Alberta) 
Jewel Stores Ltd. 

McBride's Limited 

Model Grocery Ltd. 

Neal Brothers Ltd. 

O. K. Economy Stores 
Overwaitea Ltd. 

Quality Groceterias Company 
Ramsay's liarket 

Steinberg's Wholesale Groceterias Ltd. 
Sterling Stores Ltd. 

Superior Stores (B. G.) Ltd. 
Tait, Harry Groceterias Ltd. 
Thomas Bros. 

Thomson Groceries Ltd. 
Toronto Grocery Stores 
United Pure Food Stores Regd. 
Welch, He Wa: Ltd. 

Wilbie's Service Stores 
Ziebell, A. 


Combination Store Chains 


Acadia Stores Limited 
Adam and Co. Limited 
Barker's Stores Ltd. 
Barker's Grocery 
Boyle, -H.J. Co. 
Butti, Sam 
Buywell Food Markets Inc. 

Buy Right, The Stores Ltd. 
Campbellton's Cash & Carry Stores 
Consumer's Cooperative Society Ltd. 
Cosmopolitan, The Stores 

Curtis Markets 

David's Markets Ltd. 

Dominion Stores Limited 


Ltd. 


5339 West Boulevard 
181 Colborne St. 
843 Bank St. 

7102 - 9th Ave. W. 
592 Main St. 

1333 Garnet St. 
308 - 6th St. 

283 Stanley St. 
301 Ontario Ave. 
1181 Richards St. 
71 Emerald St. 8. 


445 River St. 

605 Barrington St. 

207 W.’ Hastings St. 
10012 - 10lst Ave. 

438 Dundurn St. 


Rear of 302 Greenwood Ave. 


290 Queen St. H. 
960, St. Paul St. W. 
Deer Island 

6027 Fraser St. 

149 Pembroke St. W. 


32 Spring Garden Rd. 
42 Borgia St. 

Provost St. 

100 Princess St. 

1683 Charlotte St. 

268 Ferguson St. 

1319 St- Catherine St. 
521 - 525 Gottingen St. 
Union St. 

64 - 4th Ave. 

214 Townsend St- 

1028 Pape Ave. 

106 Townsend St. 

3 Sullivan St. 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Hull, Que. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Brantford, Ont. 
Ottawa, Ont. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Regina, Sask. 


New Westminster, B.C. 


Winnipeg, Man. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Petrolia, Ont. 
Verdun, Que. 
Halifax, N.S. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 


Leonardville, N.B. 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Pembroke, Ont. 


Halifax, N.S. 
Sudbury, Ont. 
New Glasgow, N.S. 
Saint John, N.B. 
Peterboro, Ont. 
North Bay, Ont. 
Montreal, Que- 
Halifax, N.S» 
Campbellton, N.B. 
Timmins, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 
Torento, Ont. 
Sydney, NS. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
St. Catharines, Ont. 


T. Eaton Co. Ltd. (Maritime Groceterias) 
T. Eaton Co. Ltd. (Western Groceterias) 
Empire Meat Co. Ltd. 

Fitzpatrick and Geraghty Ltd. 

Gilmer and Thomson 


330 - 2nd Ave. &. 
196 Rubidge St. 
26 Queen St. 


Great Ae & P. Tea Co. Ltd., The 135 Laughton Ave. Toronto, Ont. 
International Provisions Co. Ltd. 626 Barrington St. Halifax, N.S. 
Loblaw Groceterias Co. Ltd. Fleet & Bathurst Sts. Toronto, Ont. 
Luckin's Ltd. 4 Parkhurst Blvd, Toronto, Ont. 
Me & P» Stores Ltd. 375 Sandwich St. W. Windsor, Ont. 
MacDonald, B.0. 64 Windsor St. Halifax, N.S. 
Mason's Grocery Stores 429 George St. Peterborough, Ont. 


2424 Yonge St. 

805 Howard Ave. 

536 Queen St. 

Cor. King & Main Sts. 
118 King St. E. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Windsor, Ont. 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. 
Dundas, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Miracle Marketerias Ltd. 
Phillips Markets Ltd. 
Pinch, The J.C. Stores 
Powell and Go. Ltd. 
Power Food, The Markets 
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Progressive Trading Cooperative Ltd. 


Quality Food Stores 
Ray's Limited 
Safeway Stores Ltd. 


Shop-EKasy Stores Limited 


Shoprite Stores 
Shore, Max 
Sobey, J.W. 


Sosowsky & Slobodsky, Messrs. 


Thrift Stores Limited 


Whyte Packing Company, The Ltd. 
Worker's Cooperative of New Ontario Ltd. 


Meat Market Chains 


Brooker's Meat Market 
Buehler -Bros-. Limited 
Burns and Co. Limited 
Calvert, Willis 
Collins, Len 

Cooper, Joseph Ltd. 
Cross' Stores 


Duff's Meat Stores and Master 
Meat Markets Co. of Canada 


Gordon, D-K. Lid. 
Poyntz, Arthur 
Pure Food Meat Markets 


Sterling Food Markets Ltd. 


Swanwick, A. 
Wilson Bros. Ltd. 
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LIST OF FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA--( Contd. ) 


Combination Store Chains--(Contd. ) 


638 Queen St. W. 
420 Bathurst St. 
1105 Dominion Bldg. 
313 Pacific Ave. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Winnipeg, Man. 


312 Confederation Life BldgeWinnipeg, Man. 


3 Ingraham's Lane 


546 Simpson St. 
960 Outremont Ave. 
Linton Ave. 

64 - 3rd Ave. 


Talbot St. EH. 
2896 Dundas St. W. 


1232 Dundas St. W. 

475 Danforth Ave. 

466 Queen St. W. 

1310 =- 1312 Douglas St. 


100 Vine St. 

Bernard Ave. 

790 St. Clair Ave. W. 
1505 Gerrard St. HE. 
724 Vancouver Block 
428 King St. W. 

2010 - 12th Ave. 


Calgary, Alta. 
Glace Bay, N.S. 
Stellarton, N.S. 
Fort William, Ont. 
liontreal, Que. 
Stratford, Ont. 
Timmins ?? Ont. 


Leamington, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont» 
Toronto, Ont, 
Victoria, B.C. 


Hamilton, Ont. 
Kelowna, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Regina, Sask. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TREDE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA,  GANADL 


Dominion Statisticians R.H. Goats, LL.D., F-R-S-.C., FsS.S. (Hon-) 
Chief, Imternal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, BeA., F.S.S. 
Statistician: &.G. Steedman, B.A. 
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Series 1940 = No. 5 . Price, 10 cents 
CENSUS O8 MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Food CKaing in Canada, 1940 APES relimin esd, 


t vas PERE a reraath eae CaN cal Ts 2,2, J021 D8. 


Dollar sales for 1940 of 806 chain store companies in the food 
retailing fieid im Canada were up 13 per cent over the amount of business transacted 
by 87 chains in 1939. The 80 chains overated a total of 1,808 individual stores in 
1940 and had sales of $144,943,500 while the 67 chains in the earlier period had 
2,044 stores and $127,945,960 sales. Tho deciine in number of stores in operation 
between the two years results from the continuation of the policy adopted by retail 
food chains in recent years of closing out the smaller branches and developing the 
larger stores. lWurther covidence of baie ak may be seen in a comparison of the 
average sales por store as determined from the tote annual sales and the average 
number of stores operated each ycar. La. sales per store for food chains in= 
creased by 26 por cent from 068,500 in 1939 to 836,500 in 1940. 


Tnercascd sales comoured with 1939 were reported for all regions 
of the country, the percentage gains ranging from 2 per cent in the Maritime Provin- 
cos to 24 per cont in Manitoba with increases for other provinces as follows: 
British Columbia, 16 por cont: Ontario, 14 oor cont; Alborta, 11 per cent; Sask- 


atchewan; 11 por cont and Quebec, & por cent. 


Of the 80 chaéin companies included in this surveys 21 were 
grocery chains eperating grocery units ouly and these hed 379 stores and $16,605,600 
sales.. There were 44 combination store chains with 1,2 stores end $124,092 ,700 
sales- Not ali the wits of combination chains sell both groceries and meat. Of 
the 1,267 stores cated, re chase pa 405 were ppredy erocery stores and these 
Reaeeaew of “ANS 500: 
with sales of (308,477,200, aN 12 were classi tie ader other lines of business. 
The schodules used for the 1940 survey asked for separate details regarding meat 
sales only in i gearaed | hte te bust unfortunatoly a considerable number of the 
smaller chains wore uuable to furnish a broakdewn between meat and grocery receipts. 
Tho four largest chains, oe with more than 10C stores, were able to give this 
breakdown: these i. cheins operated a total of B47 stores with $97, 5525,200 sales 

of which 287 units wore straight grocery stores with gales of 813, 362, 900. The 847 
stores also included 559 uaits of the combination typo whose salos totalled 
$84,159,500 and of which moat sales amovatod ta $17,645,000 or approximately 21 per 
cont. 


mm 


The 1940 figures given in this roport represent rosults of 
proliminary compilations for the Consus of Merchandising and Service Establishmonts 
and rolate to groups of four or more stores under the same ownership or managomont 
and dealing in eee’ or moat products or in both grocerics and meats. They do 
not include candy chains, rostaurant chains or chains spocializing in the sale of © 
bakery procucts. Voluntary chains consisting of individual stores grouped for buy~ 
ing or advortising purposos are not includod, 
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Tehle Len-Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930, 1934 and 1938 to 1 
sadionaniis Combination and Meat Market Chains Satie E — 


ES SLA OSE SRT ENE NES OEY ATE TO 
SPT RE RENTS! ATMO A TN a e 


1930 


87 


Number of PReoe| 


Maximum ...... ; hua 24395 2 20 2,044 1,808 
Average(1) reel 2,218 2,310 2,093 1,867 1,675 
Total Sales ..... j, $127 ,582 500 $104,912 ,800 } $121,371,500 | $127,945,900 | $144,943,500 
ti 
Chain Sales Index|! 
(1930 = 100.0) | 200-0 | 82.2 95-1 100. 3 113-6 
; | 
Percentage change | | 
in sales from li 4 | 
preceding year f bal | 


+ ae +0. 3| + 5.4 +13-3 


rE STL 


(1) Computed Srom number at caret Bp aides =a end woh seach year: 


Zable II---Number of Food Chains, Stores and Sales, by es 
“1930. 1938, 1939 frotta 1940 SE SEOUCESES 


OTE CIE OF ST TE a ST SuieninchamiqpiteitiiaeadistichanRlasliseed ork tabdraiion 
LLIN SL OT EE Se PET OO. 


Vi 
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CANADA, Total Chains ...... i 87 80 


Stores (ac st 2,212 2,044 1,808 
Bales? teres «! ( $127 582 500 $121,371,500| $127 , 945,900 |$144,943,500] + 13-3 
i 
British Chains «.«s«.. 191 14 13 
Columbia(1) Stores (max.)} 246 283 | 266 
; Betas ,. 1 § 10,194,900! 11,326, 000 | 12,653,300 |8 Fees 
Alberta Chains «--ece} 8 8 8 
Stores (max. ) 120{- 124 119 
Salas «iss | 8 5,587,000! 6,296,500|$ 6,564,600 |3 + 11.3 
Saskatchewan Chains ..---. | 10! 6 6 | 
Stores (max. ) | _ 165 130 127 
Balog sans 3 8 6,969,3001$ 5,193,700/3 5,685,100 |$ + 10-7 
Manitoba Chains »++es. 8} a Bi 
Stores (max. ) 121! 109 106 
Sales ovesese HS 5,689,100)3 4,974,500|/$ 5,814,000 |8 + 23-6 
Ontario Chains a 37 48 47 
- Stores eal 1,107 1,076 1,002 7 
SA omteroaeien ‘| 8 70,769, 300 | $ 68,503,400 |$ 73,459,400 |$ 83,967,900} + 14.3 
be Chains .-. sel 1 9 | 8 1 
BES ae ee ol sae 358 | 289 | 223 
Sales es $ 23,708,400 |$ 19,031,600 |$ 17,259,200 |$ 18,673,400] + 8-2 
Maritime Chains «+... | 25% 15 12 
Provinces Stores (max. ) | 98 132 : 133 | 
Sele cane o> 1 9 4,664,500 1$ 6,045,800 |S 6,396,300 f 
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(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories 
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Table III.--Number of Grocery Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years 


1930, 1934 and 1938 to 1940. 
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Number of Chaims .. 


Number of Stores: 


Maximum ee Suey 
Average oooccecses 7122 719 367 
Total Sales ....-++4} $44,698,400 | $37,390,600 | $19,655,500 $16,605,600 


Table IV.--Number of Combination Store Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years 


1930, 1934 and 1938 to 1940 


he: ae ae ce ea Tae 


Number of Chains ... 23 34 46 43 44 
Number of Stores: 
Maximum ...-....4. 1,379 1,493 1,570 1,435 1,267 
Average |... 626s. 1,282 1,440 1,478 1,205 pips’ 


Total Sales ......-.} $74,800,200 | $63,484,300 | $97,194,300] $105,786,100| $124,092,700 


Table V.--Number of Meat Market Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
2930, Aine and 1938 to a cite 


Number of Chains .-.. 14 14 15 
Number of Stores: 
MeaA MUR x soe <i sis : 225 156 158 157 162 
MySreee s\<¢<'4:0\5 x0. 214 | 151 . 155 149 145 
Total Sales ....-.. di $ 8,083,900 | $ 4,037,900 | $ 4,521,700} $ 4,119,700] $ 4,245,200 
| } 


Table VI.--Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Store Chains in 1940 
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& 


Combination Units 


en Units 


Sales hamber! Sales | Number| Sales 
b3 Bus Ore ra Saal a hat 


| 
d 
124,092,700 | 405 | 18,362,500 | 850 105,477,200 
| 


i 
Size of Chain ' 


All Combination 


| 
Store Chains, Total 44, 1,267 | | 
Chains having -- | | | 
Less than 10 units; 31: 176 | 12,690,300 29 1,433,300 136 | 11,006,800 
10 to 99 units ia q 244 : 13,877,200 89 3,566,300 | 155 | 10,310,900 
100 units and over | 847 | 97,525,200 | 287 | 13,362,900 | 559 |} 84,159,500 


(1) These figures include a few stores other than grocery and combinatiom stores. 
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--Feed Steree Classified by Size of Business and by Type 
cf Operstion-—(Grocery, meat, end combination stores) .... 


and Size cf Locality, 1941 


--Opereting Expenses cf Grocery Store Chains, 1941 .. 
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--~Feced Chains--—Steres and Sales Classified by Previnces 


---Focd Chains~-Chain Unite Classified by Provinces and Date 
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.--Grecery Stcre Chains~-Sales by Commcdities, 1941 ...... 


---Combination Stere Cheins--Sales by Commedities, 1941 
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.--Meat and Fish Market Cnains--Sales by Commodities, 1941 ... 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICe ESTABLISHMENTS 


FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA, 1941 


SUMMARY 


Totel sales ef the food chains in 1941 amounted to $177,405,900, re- 
presenting an increase of 39.1 per cent ever the total dollar vclume obtained by all 
food chains in 1930. During the same period the maximum number of stores cperated by 
the food chains dropped from 2,352 in 1930 to 1,707 outlets in 1941. Seles of the food 
chains in 1941 exceeded those cf the earlier year in all provinces except Saskatchewan 
where a slight decrease was recorded, but the percentage rates of increase in the other 
provinces veried sharply from the averege for the Deminicn. In beth years, however, 
sales of chain food stores in Ontario, Quebec, and British Columbia provided slightly 
over four-fifths cf the total sales volume. 


Three pheses in the operetions cf the food chains are epparent during 
the eleven-yeer pericd. Thus, in the 1920-1934 pericc, sales dropped frem $127,582, 500 
in 1930 te-4104,912,800 in the latter year associated with a slight increese in the 
number cf stcres cperated; between 1934 and 1937, totel seles rose te $121,054, 800 
accompenied by @ slight drop in stores cpereted; and between 1937 and 1941 totel sales 
ef the food chains rege sharply te $177,405,900 notwithstanding e decreesce of 580 chain 
units in the number cf stores cpereted. 


During 1941, the focd cheins secured ebout 27 per cent cf the total 
ssles made by all gerccery, combineticn and meet and fish market stcres in Cenade, 
slightly greater then the share cf the market chteined by the food chains in 1930. The 
cempetitive situetion in Onteric and Eritish Columbia, however, wes epparently much 
keener than in the cther previnces, the percentege cf chain to tetel seles between 
1930 and 1941 rising frow 34 per cent te 38 per cent in Onteric, and from 27 per 
cent te 34 per cent in British Columbia. When examined by size of locality, the 
food chains ere found to heve increased their share cf the svailatle market between 
1920 and 1941 in places with populations of 30,000 te 100,000, end in places with 
populaticns ef 100,000 and cver, maintained their pesiticn in lecality-size greups cf 
10,000 tc 30,000 end lest seme greund in semeller places cf less then 10,000 pepuleticn. 


= pe 


A marked trend toward a reduction in total number of units and a 
progressively increasing number of stores with sharply larger individual sales 
volumes is apparent between 1954 and 1941. This movement was even more pronounced 
between 1937 and the later year when a sharp reduction in the number of stores with 
annual sales volumes of less than $100,000 per store coincided with a considerable 
inerease in the number of units having annuel sales in excess of $100,000 per store. 
A particularly noteworthy development during this period is the appearance of units 
with very large annual sales volumes. Thus,14 stores in 1957 had individual sales 
ranging between $300,000 and $500,000 per store; in 1941, however, 110 units were 
Classified in this group, and an additional 38 outlets experienced sales volumes 
between $500,000 and $1,000,000 per year. 


The interval between 19350 and 1941 was also characterized by a 
closure of many of the older chain units accompanied by the opening of fewer new 
outlets promising greater profits and lerger sales volumes. Thus, of the ],8&2 
chain food stores which were in operation in 1930 and established previously to that 
year, only 652 were reported in business in 1941. This represents the closure of 
1,250 units, or 65 per cent of those stores which in 1930 had been in operation for 
at least one year. Conversely, of the stores opened by the food chains between 1929 
and 1941, 1,007 outlets were still in business during the recent census year. While 
complete data on the openings and closings of stores are not available for the inter~ 
censal period, it is apparent that a major turnover in the number of stores used by 
the food chains occurred within this period. 


GENERAL ANALYSIS 


Tntroduetion 


The food chains analyzed in this report are enterprises with four 
or more retail outlets and consist of three types of organizations: grocery chains, 
combination chains, and meat and fish market chains. For purposes of classification, 
grocery stores are considered. to be those which do not handle fresh meats and in 
which sales of groceries predominate; combination stores are those which handle both 
groceries and fresh meats; meat and fish stores are those which specialize principally 
in the sale of either of these types of commodities. Fresh fruits and vegetables, 
however, are sold in almost all grocery and combination stores. Food chains are 
classified into the above types on the basis of the kind of food stores predominating 
within each chain organization. Thus,each of these three types of chain may contain 
a@ Minority of individual chain outlets differing from the classification of the chain 
as a whole. Grocery chains, according to Table S, operated 448 stores in 1941, of 
which £2 were combination units and 14 consisted of other kinds. Combination chains 
in the same year had 1,093 stores in operation, of which 323 were grocery outlets 
and 8 belonged to other types. 


in this regort different comparisons are made between statistics 
obtained from the first samplete Census of Merchandising for 1930 and those provided 
by the second complete Census of Merchandising for 1941. These comparisons reveal 
various changes which oceurred in the positions of the food chains during the inter- 


censal period. Some comments are therefore required on the appropriate statistics 
of each census year. 


eo Bea 


In 1941, the total dollar value of retail trade through all types of re~ 
tail stores amounted to $3,440,901,700, exceeding by 24.9 per cent retail sales of 
$2,755,569,900 obtained in 1930. Total retail seles of all grocery, combination, and 
meat and fish merket stores (includjed in the grand totels}) amounted to $650,630,700 in 
1941, an increase of 33.2 per cent over the dollar volume of such stores in 1930. Re- 
flecting in part a trend toward the combination type of food store, sales of these 
outlets in 1941 were 86.4 per cent above the dollar volume obtained in 1930; ssles of 
grocery stores in 1941 recorded an increase of 9.2 per cent over 1930; and the doliar 
volume of meat and fish stores in 1941 was unchanged from the earlier perisd. 


Total sales of the food chains in 1941 recorded a sharp increase over 
the dollar volume recorded in 1950, the increase on a percentage basis amounting to 
391 per cent for the Dominion. The Bureau’s retail food price index for chain food 
“stores, however, showed a higher level of food prices in 1930 prevailing than in 194i, 
the yearly averages of these indexes for the two years, on the base 1935-1939 = 100, 
standing at 122.3 and 114.9 respectively. In terms of the physical turnover of mere 
chendise, therefore, the increase between the two years was even greater than the 39.1 
per cent mentioned above. 


; Table I presents the comparative position of all food chains in 1950 
“and 1941 for Canada, for the provinces, and for regional areas of the Dominion. oh 
the number of food chains and the number of chain outlets in the Dominion decreased 
between these years. On the other hand, the total dollar volume of food chains in 1941 
exceeded that of 1950 by about 39 per cent accompanied by an even greater increase in 
“average sales per store of 91.6 per cent, 


Although food chains increased their share of the total sales volume of 
all grocery, combination and meat and fish stores in Canada from 26.1 per cent in 1930 to 
2 of per cent in 1941, this change was by no means uniform for the different provinces 
of the Dominion. In Ontario, sales of food chains accounted for 37.9 per cent of the 
sales of all of these kinds of retail outlets in 1941 compared with 34.2 per cent in 
1930, and in British Columbia the sales of the food chains comprised 34.4 per cent of 
total sales of these stores in 1942 against a corresponding figure of 27.2 per cent in 
Bthe previous census year. The food chains likewise inereased their share of the retail 
food business in Alberta, Manitoba, and the Maritime Provinces in 1941 over that obtained 
'in 1950. In Quebec and Saskatchewan, however, the food chains lest ground, the percent~ 
ages dropping from 16.9 per cent to 15.0 per cent between 1930 and 1941 for the former 
province, and from 32.1 per cent to 29.6 per cent for the province of Saskatchewan. 


" Average sales per chain outlet have shown a sharp inerease between the 
‘two census years in all provinces of the Dominion, The greatest gains in average sales 
per store occurred in Quebec, Manitoba and Ontario with percentage increases over 1950 
amounting to 177.8 per ecnt, 106.4 per cent, and 96.7 per cent respectively. Quebec 

nd Onterio were the only two provinces in which average dollar volume per chain outlet 
tor 1941 exceeded $100,000 but Manitoba nearly ettained this figure having an average 
turnover of about $97,000, Quebec is particularly noteworthy in that while the number 

of food chains and the number of stores each declined by about 46 per cent between 19350 and 
1941, the increase in sales per outlet amounted to 177.8 per cent and average sales per 
store of $135,071 was the highest average attained in any of the provinces. This develop- 
nent in the province of Quebec no doubt reflects the impact of chain store taxes intro- 
|duced by the provincial governwent during the intercensal period. 
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Distribution of Sales by Kind of Chain 


Combination chains secured about 83 per cent cf the sales of all food 
cheins in 1941. Grecery chains obteined abcut 15 per cent of the total sales cf the 
foced chains during the same year and the balance cf the business was done by the meat 
and fish market chains. 


The impertance cf combination stores in terms cf volume cf sales is 
emphasized by the stetistics contained in Table 3. Thus, a total of 784 combinaticn 
stores, cpereted by beth grocery and combination chains, obtained sales of $131,823,500 
in 1941, cr 76.5 per cent of the total dellar volume cf both kinds of chains. The 
735 grocery stores operated by these chains with total sales of $39,936,200 on the 
other hand, acecunted for about 22 per cent ef the total sales of both grocery and 
contihetion chains. 


Both the number of combination units cperated by such chains and the 
importance of the sales of these outlets have increased between 1930 and 1941. In 
1930, combination chains operated 698 combination outlets comprising 51 per cent of 
all of their stores, and these units did 69 per cent of the total dollar volume of 
such chains; in 1941, combination outlets comprised 69 per cent of the stores operated 
and accounted for about 87 per cent of the sales cf combination chains. 


Trends to Larger Sales Velume Stores 

Since 1934 @e marked trend may be observed in the chain fcod trade 
toward progressively greater individual store volumes accompanied by decreasing 
numbers of chain outlets in operation. This movement was even more pronounced be- 
tween 1937 and 1941, when a sharp reduction in the number of stores with annuel sales 
-volumes of less than $100,000 per store coincided with a considerable increase in 
the number of units with ennual sales in excess of $100,000 per store. The trend to 
units with annual sales volumes in excess of $200,000 is even more noteworthy. Thus, 
in 1934, according tec the data presented in Table 4, there were only 25 chain outlets 
with individual stere sales of $200,000 and over, and these units transacted 5.67 per 
cent of the sales made by the food chains. In 1937, 68 units with individual sales 
of $200,000 and over accounted for 14.74 per cent of all feod chain sales. By 1941, 
however, the. dollar volume of stores with sales of $200,000 and over comprised 
50.93 per cent of the total dollar volume of all food chains. In the same year, 
moreover, 38 units or 2.2 per cent of the outlets cperated by the feed chains ebtained 
individual annual sales of $500,000 and over, and these units accounted for 13.08 
per cent cf the total sales of the focd chains in that year. 


Table 5 contrasts chein and independent food stores according to amount 
of annual sales in 1941. The mejor portion of the business cf independent stores is 
done by cutlets with sales of less than $100,000 per unit. This is in merked contrast 
to the experience of food chain steres in 1941 where nearly three-quarters of the 
business was done by units with annual sales of $100,000 and over. Thus, while 89.8 
per cent of the sales of independent focd stores are made by cutlets with sales 
volumes of less than $100,000 per year, 73.1 per cent of the sales of the food chains 
are made by units with annual turnovers of $100,000 and over, and only 13.8 per cent 
of the business is dene by chain steres with store volumes between $50,000 and 
$100,000 per year. It is also interesting to note that 75.1 per cent of the sales 
of independent, food stores are made by those units whose individual store volumes 
range between $10,000 and #100,009 per year, with a fairly even distribution of these 
sales between the four-size ranges comprising the $10,000 to $100,000 group. 


Distribution of Chain Stere Sales by Locality Sizes 


TIOF1 | EE nck pO TARDE! AO ESE 25 DY 


Table 6 presents statistics for 1941 on the number and sales of food 
chain stores classified by provinces and by size of locality. By size of locality, 
the percentage distribution of the sales of all food chains in 1941 is not markedly 
different from that prevailing in the previous census year. Chain units situated 
in centers ranging between 30,000 and 100,000 population cbtained a slightly larger 
shere of the total sales cf food chains in 1941 than in the former census year. The 
percentages by size of locality for the two census years are as follows: 


Distribution of Food Chain Sales, by Size of Locality 
Scene ieee ae ee, SSS ESS SSS SS eS eS SSS RSE 2 aS Se SS Se Oe SS ee Ss 
Size of locality f 1930... 1941 
| % b 
Total, .akbslleocadites, (. «4+ ere 100.00 eg isry. ae (LDQ DO zs 
ee ORR COVE E a hn ae tans Gla ae kale gne mane hd. 52 Lingle 
305000 —- 99,999 ccc caceccaes Saray. OF OF cays « b2.75 FP a 
104000 29 , GOD marere oral sie Hos he omgpeohite. arate eye 18.30 al anhed 
100 I~ E9yOS9i rarra- wate 7 ee eens ad 19.34 16.33 
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Since the sales ef food chains are concentrated principally in the 
larger urban centers, the distributicn of sales in the various provinces is heavily 
influenced by the different petterns of urbanization. To illustrate, there were 
no cities in either Alberta cr Saskatchewan in 194? with populations of over 
100,000 persons, and localities ranging between 30,000 and 100,000 pecple provided 
66.5 per cent and 48.3 per cent of the sales of the food chains in these provinces. 
In Nova Scotia where there were also ne cities with more than 100,009 persons, 
sales of the food chains were divided fairly equally between centers ranging be- 
tween 30,000 to 100,000, 10,000 to 30,000, and 1,000 te 10,000 people, while only 
a small percentage cf the business was done in the rural Ilccalities. On the other 
hand, there were no cities in Manitoba ranging in size between 30,000 and 100,000 
people and sales cf chain steres in urban areas cf 100,090 people and over provided 
72.59 per cent cf the dcllar volume cf the food chains in that province. 


Merked changes in total sales of chain food stores, and average sales 
per outlet are noticeable when these stetistics are classified by size cf locality 
groupings. The increase in dollar volume between 1930 and 1941 occurred principelly 
in the two larger size-of-locality groups, with the greatest percentage gain in 
chain volume of 86.9 per cent experienced by the outlets situated in localities 
ranging between 30,000 and 100,000 people. These data are shown in the following 
table. 
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Sales of Food Chains Compared by Size of Locality 
1930 and 1941 
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(1) Figure at verience with thet shown in Teble 1, which has been revised since 1930. 
This revision cannot be breken dewn by locality sizes. 


Average sales per store in 1930 end 1941 and percentage changes be- 
tween the two years are presented below by size-of-lecelity groups. The trend to 
larger average sales per chain unit is apparent for 21] size greups and is particularly 
cutstandinge for units cf the focd chains situeted in centers with populations in excess 
of 10,000 pecple. While chain stores lecated in cities with popnlaticns between 10,000 
and 30,000 hed the largest average sales per unit, retail cutlets situated in Mcalitias 
with povulations betveen 30,000 and 100,000 pecple experienced the greatest percentege 
increese between the two census veers. Average sales per stcre in all size-cf-lecelity 
erg uP e in 1930 were all fairly closely greuped around the Dominion average sales of 

$54,523 per store; in 1941, however, a wide gap is apparent between the average sales 
of stcres situated in the three larger size-of-locality grceups, end these found in 
centers with populations ranging up to 10,000 pecple. 


Average Seles per Stere cf Chain Feed Stores, 
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Percentage of Focd Store Sales Obteai 


Since the sales cf the fcod chains are concentreted in the lerger urben 
centers, it is probable that the cempetitive situation can be shown rcre accuretely 
by size-of-lecelity groups than by provinces and for the Dominion as a whole. The 
retics of the sales of the food chains to the tctal sales cf all grocery, ccombina- 
tion, end meat and fish stores by size of lecality for 1930 end 1941 are shown below. 
These percentages have been heavily influenced by the sales cf chein outlets situeted 
in the previnces of Onterio, Quebec, and British Columbie which together accounted 
for ever four-fifths of all food chain sales in the twe census yeers. 


Food Chein Ratios, by Size of Locality, 


1930 ¢ O and 1941 


(Percenteges of chain to total sales fer all food stores) 
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In generel, the food chain steres increesed their share cf the total 
merket in the greups cf localities having populeticns in excess of 30,000 pecple, 
consclideted their pesitien in eenters with pepulaticns ketween 10,000 and 30,000 
peeple, and actually lost ground in the size-cf-locality group of nerd 10,000 
pepuleticn. 


Propoerticn cf Sales Increase Secured by Chain 

Totel seles cf chain and independent grecery, combinaticn and meat ana 
fish merket stcres were all at higher levels in 1941 than in 1930 in all size-cf- 
lecelity groups. The following table presents by size cf locality a compericon cf 
the increases in the sales cf the food cheins with the increuses in the seles of 
all food stores between the two census years and shows the percentsges of the in- 
creesed velume which were obteined by the chains. 
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On 2 Canada-wide basis neerly a third of the inerease in sales volume 
between the two years was obtained by tne food chains, but as will be observed, this 
ratio was by’no means typical of the experiences of chain outlets in the different 
Size-cf-locality groups. 


Age of Food Chain Outlets 


The census cuesticnnaire asked tne various chain organizations to 
classify their stores in cperation in 1941 according to their date of acquisition, 
using for this purpose broad date groupings rather than individual years. A few 
firms were unable to provide this information, either in whcle or in pert but dates 
of acquisition were secured for 1,659 of the 1,707 units of food chains operating 
in 1941 and are shown cn a provincial basis in Table 7. The basis cf classification 
was tne date-.on which the individual units came under their present ownership at 
their locations cn the census date. The data are therefore unaffected by any re- 
novations without change of lccation made during the existence cf many unit stores. 


Of the 1,659 stores whose ages were reperted, 96 or 5.8 per cent were 
opened some time during the census year; another 249 units or 15.0 per cent were 
cpened in the three-year pericd between 1938 and 1940; 319 or 19.2 per cent between 
1934 and 1937; 20.7 per cent of the total number were opened between 1930: and: 1933; 
36.5 per cent between 1920 and 1929; and only 46 units or 2.8 per cent of the total 
were opened in 1919 or earlier. On the basis of these figures, the average age of 
all the food chain units operating in 1941 mey be estimated at approximately ten 
years. 


The infcrmaticn available does nct show the total number ef openings 
or closings during the intsrcensal period ner does it provide a basis for computing 
the life expectancy of individual chain stores. Nevertheless, some interesting © 
results may be derived from an examination ef the age analyses for the twe census 
pericds. 


In 1930, acccrding te the first complete Census cf Merchandising, 
there were 2, 352% chain food steres in Canada. Of this number 134% could not be 
classified according to age, while anotner 336 units had been opened in 1930. There 
were thus 1,882 units in operation in 1930 which were opened in 1929 or in earlier 
yeers. A considerable portien of the unclassified 134 units could also be added | 
to this category. But the analysis from the 19/1 Census according to age shows 
that only 652 stores operating in 1941 were opened in 1929 or prior to that date. Thus 
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at least 1,230 stores or 65.3 per cent of the total number established prior to 1930. 
and operating in that year had been closed during the intercengal pericd. 


This subject may be approached from ancther angle. There were 2,352 
food chain stores in operaticn in 1930 according to the results cf the 1930 Census. 
The analysis by age of. the stceres cperating in 1941 shows 343 of these stores opened 
between 1930 and 1933. Assuming thet perhaps one-quarter or about 80 cf tnese 343 
stores active in 1941 were cpened in 1930 alone, it may be estimated that 263 of the 
steres opersting in 1941 were opened between 1931 and 1933. According to Teble 7 
anotner 664 of the stores in operaticn in 1941 were opened between 1934 and 1941. 
There were thus at least 927 (263 + 664) additions to the food chain store field 
between 1931 and 1941, which, when added te the 2;352 stcres in operation in 1930, 
yields a total of 3,279 which would be the number in cperation in 1941 had there 
been no closures. But there were only 1,707 units in operetion in 1941 so that 


closures must have numbered at least 1,572. Obviously this figure also understates 


the number of closures because no allowance is made here for the stores which both 

epened and closed during the intercensal period and, therefore, dco net appear in the 
analysis of the results for either cf the two years. Nevertheless, it is epparent 

that a major turnover in the number os steres used by the fcod chains cccurred be- 

tween the two Census periods. 


On a provincial basis, the number of stores operated by the food 
chains increased between 1930 and 1941 from 244 to 280 units in British Columbia 
and from 67 to 95 outlets in Nova Seotia; decreases were largest in Ontario, Quebec, 
and Seskatchewan, the reduction amounting to 317 stores, 281 stores, and 54 stceres 
for the respective provinces. By size-of—locality groups, decreases in numbers 
and percentage reductions between 1930 and 1941 are as follows: Over 100,000 pcpu- 
lation, 359 stores or 34.7 per cent; 30,000 to 99,999 population, 93 units or 28.2 per 
cent; 10,000 to 29,999 population; 115 outlets or 35.3 per cent; up to 10,000 popu- 
lation, 76 stores or 11.6 per cent. 


Closures of stores were made by all three kinds of food chains during 
the intercensal period, the reductions in the number of stores operated ancunting 
to 301 outlets for the grecery chains, 286 units for the combinatien chains, and 
59 stores for the meat and fish market chains. Combination chains increased the 
number of active combination units from 698 outlets in 1930 te 762 in 1941, and 
reduced the number of grocery stores from 665 to 323 outlets between the two years. 


It is probable thet the more recently cpened cutlets cf the food 
cheins were located and equipped to provide substantially larger individual, store 
sales than tne average sales per store prevailing earlier. Thus, calculations from 
the figures contained in Table 4 reveal that average sales per unit, including all 
three kinds of chain stores, increased from $44,000 in 1934 to $53,000 in 1937 and 
to $104,000 in 1941, a percentage increase of almost 100 per cent between the two 
latter years. In addition, the number of stores with sales volumes-of $100,000 and 
over increased from 225 in 1937 to 529 in 1941, a gain of 304 units which compares 
with the 345 outlets established in tne years 1938 to 1941 inclusive. 


Credit Sales 
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Credit sales made by tne food chains in 1941 are shown in Table 2. 
These sales have been estimated from tne percentage ratics of credit tc total 
sales which tne firms reported in their Census schedules. Of the 79 food chains 
in operation in 1941, 62 firms having total sales of $106,140,400 reported credit 
sales estimated at $11,628,200, or 10.9 per cent cf the total net sales of such 
organizations. Since sales at wholesale comprised a mincr part cf the total 
dellar vcoliume, the credit sales cf the food chains were made principally to their 


,;retail customers. Overall, only a slight increase in the ratios of tcetal credit 


_ ers 


te tetal sales has cccurred between 1930 and 1941, the percentezesbeing 4 per cent and 
6 per cent respectively. 


Emplicyment_in Food Chain Stcres 


According to the data eontained in Table 2, the retail outlets of the 
food chains furnished employment in 1941 te 9,613 full-time store employees, of 
which slightly over 7,000 were male workers. Part-time store employees of these 
chein steres numbered 5,102 workers in 1941, ef which about 4,300 were male. Saleries 
and wages distributed tc full-time store employees in 1941 amcunted to over $9,900,000, 
snd slightly ever $1,200,000 vas paid te part-time store employees. 


Sales per full-time store employee as a measure of the productivity 
ef such workers is effected by the presence of a number cf va iables in operating con- 
ditions. Thus, retail sales ere a compesite of such factors as the number of trans— 
ections, prices, end teteal quentities of foodstuffs handled. Distribution cf store 
volume tetween peckaged and bulk commcdities has certain reletionships te the total 
number cf employees required. In addition, the types cf stores opersted by the 
different chains, whether service or self-service, combination or grocery, the 
presence cr absence of credit and delivery services, and the fector cf working 
proprietors in the smaller chains have unmeescuresble influences on the selling re- 
sults of chain store emplcyees. 


Average seles per full-time stere employee cf the different kinds of 
food chains in 1941 are as follows: 


ALI Fotaeh at mse: So) ahs tema hen lite tere Sti) 
Grocery chat ne?.. oo Sees se a RE GOO 
Combination’ cheaters CaN ire eek eh ame OR OO 
Mest and fish market chains ....... $ 9,900 


Truer ratios cf sales. to store employees woulc be cbtained by classifying sales and 
store employees by kinds cf stores rather then by kinds of chains and then breaking 
dewn the resulting data between service end self-service stores. Unfortunately, 
hovever, the necessary statistics are not immediately available for such purposes. 


Commodities Sele by Focd Chains 

Commodities sclc by grocery, combinetion, and meat and fish market 
cheins in 1941 are presented in Tables 8, 9 and 10. These date have been compiled 
frer the reports of those food chains which were able te previde breakdowns of the ~- 
comnedity sales of their entire organizetions, irrespective of the kinds of stores 
operated. 


Since @ number cf the chains classified in this report as one kind 
of business operate other kinds-of-focod stores in minor numbers, the percentage 
distributions ef commodity sales shown in these tables sre’not typical commedity 
compositions of individual grocery, combinaticn, or meat and fish market chain 
outlets. For example, Table 9 reveals that sales ef fresh and cooked mests including 
poultry and fish comprised 18.97 per cent cf the sales of the combinaticn cheins 
whese sales were clessifiable by commedities. Sales of the grecery unite of the 
cembinetions, which de net include sales cf fresh meets, however, comprised abcut 
13 per cent ef the tetal dellar volume cf these,firms in 1941. The percentage of 
meets, poultry and fish scld by the combinaticn units of these companies would, 
therefore, be somewhat lerger than the 18.97 per cent mentioned abcve. 
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The commodity coverage, or the percentege cf the total sales made 
by the foed chains which was also reported by groups of commedities was comparatively 
high. Thus, 74.83 per cent of the sales cf the grecery chains, 97.74 per cent cf the 
seles of the combination chains, and 96.44 per cent cf the sales of the meet and fish 
market chains were snalyzed by commodities. 


Expenses of the Food Chains 
Operating expenses of grocery, cembinetion and meat and fish merket 
chains in 1941 ere shown in Teble 2. This table summarizes data on sales, stere 
employment and payrcll, chain expenses, rentals, inventories end credit sales for 


ell chains and roe each of the three Psd g ef business. Tebles 11, 12 and 13 present 


similer statistics for grocery, combination, and meet and fish marker. chains, clessi- 


fied by size of business. 


Expense data are shown in these tables as dollar totals and as percent- 
age retios of these expenses te the total sales ef the chains comprising the different 
groups. The expense percenteges ere therefore weighted everages or, in other words, 
these ratios ere directly and prepertionately influenced by the varying sizes of the 
different organizations included in the vericus classificetions. As a result, one or 
several impertent chains operating under conditicns not typical cf focd chains as a 
whole may exert influences on the average percentege relationships shown in these 
tables not preporticonal te the numerical impertance of such orgenizations. 


. The reporting schedules used ir the Census of Merchendising in obtain- 
ing data from the food chains for 1941 Sarthe statistics on store expenses, over- 
heed expenses, and warehouse expenses. Store expenses were shown under wage cost, 
rentals paid, and other store expenses excluding rentals. Neo breekdowns of cverhesd 
expenses cr of warehcuse expenses, however, were required by the schedules. 


The functionel breakdcwn cf expenses between store, overhead, and 
warehouse expenses, may have been at variance with the head office accounting records 
of some food chains which may group their expense items by natural divisions, irre- 


spéctive of the seurces of these operating costs. Under the latter method of classifying 


expenses, figures fer such items as saleries and wages, depreciation, heet, light and 
power, for exarple, would be developed for the entire orgenizetion rether the ATL OT" 
its administrative and different cperating divisions. Such chains would, therefore, 
find it necessery to pre-rate their expenses by various metheds to the pives major 
expense clessificeticns used in the Buroeu's schedules. 


A third cuelification necessery to the interpretetion cf these expense 

retios erises from variations between chains in respect to the presence or absence 
of central warehcuses. Differing policies of precuring and distributing merchandise 
te the store outlets must alse be considered. Thus, at least seme cf those chains 
opereting reletively few retail outlets with fairly small individual store volumes 
mey have relied upon wholesalers to service these units; conversely, some chains with 
comparatively few outlets having large store volumes may have supplied these stores 
threugh drep shipments direct from manufacturers to the individuel chain units. 
Likewise, the large food chains may have used the technicue of drep shipments to 
supplement their warehouse fecilities er to service those stcres which are loceted 
some distance from the central warehcuses. Since totel seles of the feed chains 
apply to those with and without centrel warehouses, while werehouse expenses are con- 
fined to only these firms cpereting warehouses, the ratios cf warehcuse expenses to 
total sales may in some instances understate the expense experiences cf some cf those 
chains with central warehouses. 


gions 
Grocery Chain Operating Expenses 


Total cperating expenses of the grocery chains in 1941 are presented 
in Teble Ll. Cclumns 2 and 3 of this table present the operating statistics of 
those chains opereting less than 25 units in 1941, and cf tnose firms which operated 
25 or more units. Columns 4 and 5 present similar data for the grocery chains 
classified between these which operate only grocery stores and those witn grocery 
and other kinds of stores. Most of the other stores consisted of combination focd 
units, although a few miscellaneous kinds of business are included. 


It is probable that those chains which in 1941 operated combination 
stores #5 a miner proportion of their total retail outlets appear in the classifi- 
cations principally among those firms which operated less tnan 25 units in 1941, 
as well as among those chains which operated both grocery and other stores. 

Average store sales fer chains with less than 25 units in 1941 amounted to $75, 801 
and for chains operating both grocery and combination stores, average sales anounted 
to $85,655 per retail outlet. Average sales for both of these classifications were 
substantially in excess both of those chains with 25 units or mcre, and ef those 
firms operating straight grocery stores. 


Total operating expenses of all grocery chains in 1941 averaged 
13.84 per cent of total sales. Considerable variations in the expense experiences 
of these chains are apparent, nowever, when the grocery chains are first classified. 
by numbers of units operated, and tnen classified between these which operated 
grocery stores only and those with beth grecery and other kinds of stores. Thus, * 
23 grocery chains operating less tnan 25 units per firm in 19/41 and with average 
sales of $75,800 per store, obtained an cverall expense ratic of 12.65 per cent of 
total sales; the remaining 5 chains, cperating 25 or more units with average store 
volume of $44,294, however, realized a total expense ratio of 15.69 per cent of 
total sales. When these grocery chains were classified according te kinds of 
stores operated, the 12 chains operating 154 grocery and ether kinds of units 
(principally combination food outlets) with average store volume of $85,655, ob- 
tained a total expense ratio of 13.03 per cent of sales, while the firms operating 
only grocery stores with about half of the average stere velume of the fermer group 
had total expenses averaging the higher figure of 14.75 per cent of sales. 


. Tetal store expenses amounted tc 11.30 per cent cf sales for those 
chains operating less than 25 units and this compares with a store expense ratio 
of 13.13 per cent of sales for those firms which operated 25 units or more in 
1941. Store wages, rentals paid on leased premises and other store expenses 
varied similarly. Overhead expenses, reflecting tne smaller average number of 
stores operated per chain, were lower for those firms with less than 25 units 
than for these grocery chains which maintained 25 or more retail outlets in 1941. 
Warehouse expense ratios were likewise lower for tne first group cf chains than 
for these operating 25 units or more but this may be due te the operation of fewer 
central warehouses by the smaller grocery chains. Indeed sverage seles per firm 
averaged about $700,000 for the smaller group of grocery chains es compared with 
average sales of $2,101,000 for the larger grocery chains. 


Although the average sales per store of those chains cperating both 
grocery and other kinds of stores were nearly twice the average sales per unit of 
the chains cperating only grocery units, the total store expense ratio of the 
fermer group was only slightly below that of the streight grocery store chains. 
Reflecting in part the higher store volumes, both store wage cest and rentals 
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peid on store premises as percentages cf sales were less in the case cf the firms 
operating both. grocery and other stores than for those cperating only grocery store 
outlets. On tne other hand, other store expenses excluding rentals amounted to 

4.6 per cent for the chains witn beth grocery and other stores and only 3.6 per 
cent for the straight grocery chains. 


Overhead expenses averaged 0.45 per cent of total sales in 1941 
for the chains operating betn grocery and other units, considerably lower than the 
1.54 per cent cf sales experienced by the straight grocery chains. This difference 
apparently was due tc the fewer grocery and other stores cpersted by the average 
chains in this classification, the straight grecery chains maintaining on the 
average a semewhat larger number of stores. Warehouse expenses es a percentage of 
total sales also averaged lower for the firms with both grocery and other retail 
outlets, reflecting in part the cperaticn cf fewer central warehouses by these 
chains. 


Combination Chains Operating Expenses 


Total opereting expenses of the 34 cembinaticn focd chains, as 
presented in Table 2, averaged 13.48 per cent of total sales in 1941, while store 
expenses, overhead, and warehouse expenses amounted to 10.94 per cent, 1.40 per cent, 
and 1.14 per cent of total sales. These ratios, however, are by no means uniform 
when the combination chains are classified by number of units operated. Thus, the 
28 combinetion chains with less than 25 units operated 181 stores, cr an average of 
about 7 cutlets te the chain, experienced average sales of about $84,400 per unit, 
and cbhtained a tctal eperating expense ratic cf 15.56 per cent of sales. The re- 
maining 6 combination chains were definitely larger, operating an average of 152 
outlets per chain with average sales of $144,700 per store, and these chains achieved 
the lower total expense ratio of 13.24 per cent of sales. 


The fact that the 6 larger combination chains obtained a considerebly 
lower total expense ratic than the 28 smaller combination chains is caused by more 
favourable expense experiences in the operation of the retail outlets. Thus, store 
wage cost emounted to 5.73 per cent for the larger chains and 7.92 per cent of total 
sales for the smaller organizations; rentals paid on leased stecre premises were 1.21 
per cent of sales for the larger and 1.66 per cent fcr the smaller chains; and other 
store, expenses exclusive of. rentels paid averaged 3.6@ per cent ef totel seles for 
the larger and. 5.46 per cent.fcr the smaller combinations. The fact that the average 
store volumes cf the 6 larger ceorbineticns in 1941 substentielly exceeded the average 
store sales cf the smaller chains bears a significent relatienship te these cempari- 
sons. 


The smeller cembinetion chains, kewever, chtained decidedly lower 
overheed and warehcuse expense retios in 1941 then the six larger ccembineticns. 
Overhead expenses, as a percentege of sales, would naturally tend te be lewer for 
the smaller chains which cpereted on the average about 7 stores per firm then fer 
the larger orgenizations operating an averege of 152 cutlets per chain in 1941. 
Probably relatively. fewer central werehcuses were c,ereted by the smell firms 
then by the lerge chains in that yeer. Since total warehcuse expenses were. expressed 
as percentages of total seles to cbtain the warehcuse expense ratics shcvn in this 
table, the werehcuse expense percenteges for the small chains is weighted downward 
by the fact that total sales for these firms includes the, dcller vclume of _¢ number 
ef small chains which reperted nc warehcuse expenses. 
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Qpercting Expenses cf Meat and Fish Market Chains 
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Operating expenses cf all meat and fish market chains in 1941 are 
presented in Table 13, accompanied by analyses cf these expenses for these chains 
heving less than 15 units and these cperating 15 or more stores. 


Total cperating expenses for all meat and fish market chains 
averaged 21.37 per cent of sales in 1941. Those chains with less than 15 units, 
everaging about 6 unite to the chein and with average sales of $41,861 per outlet, 
obtained a tctel expense ratio of 19.40 per cent of sales. On the cther hand, the 
3 companies operating 15 or more stores in 1941, an averege of about 28 stores to 
the chain, had average sales of $19,446 per unit and experienced a totel opereting 
expense ratio of the larger figure of 25.60 per cent. 


The variation in total store expense ratios between the two size 
groups was principally responsible for the difference between the tctel expense per- 
centeges cf the two clessifications cf cheins. Reflecting the larger average stcre 
volume cf the 14 organizations with less than 15 units, store expenses averaged 
18.42 per cent cf sales for these meat and fish market chains compared with 22.23 per 
cent of sales for the chains with 15 or more outlets. Wage ecst, rentals paid on 
leased premises, and other store expenses varied in a similar manner. 


Overhead expenses were alse lower for the chains cperating less than 
15 units then for these with the larger number cf stores. Warehouse expenses were 
very lew for the firms with less than 15 units in 1941, and apperently cnly a few 
central warehouses were operated by the chains ir this clessifiecaticn. Ne warehouse 
expenses were reported by the 3 chains which each cperated 15 or mere outlets in 
1941. 


Middle Range Figures 


The expense ratics shown in Tables 2, 11, 12 end 13, were cbtained 
by totalling the expenses reperted by each chain and expressing the tctels as 
percentages of the total sales of these companies. These percentages are therefore 
weighted averages in that the experiences cf the lerger companies exert prepor- 
ticnately greeter influences upon the ratios than those cf the smaller firms. 

Other averages developed in this report are weighted properticnately by the same 
facters. These averages, while presenting the overall pesiticns of the different 
groups of focd cheins and the composite results of all food chains, may be in-— 
fluenced by special circumstences relating to several cf the larger chain ccmpanies. 
In such cases, the averages would net represent the typical experiences cf the 
majority of the chein organizations. 


To overcome these difficulties, "middle range" figures were de- 
veloped for total sales of the different cheins, average sales per store, average 
Ssalery per full-time store employee, average yearly reteil sales per full-time 
store employee, and for the various cperating expenses of the three kinds cf 
food cheins. To compute these "middle renge" figures, the ebove iters were 
celculeted for each company, the varicus expenses for each chain being expressed 
as percenteges cf the sales of that firm. Each set of ratios wes then errenged 
in ascending order cf magnitude independently of the cther retios. The 
figures were than divided into three renges: the lower range consisting cf the 
lewer 25 per cent cf the number cf ratios; the upper range consisting cf the 
upper 25 per cent of the number cf ratios; and the middle range containing the 
remaining half of the figures. Both the lewer and the upper quarters of the 


ww BP 


arrays of the different ratios were then discarded. Thus, after omitting the extremely 
high end extremely lcw valves contained in the first and fourth auerters of the items, 
the remaining items were given equal weight in obtaining ratics on opereting results. 


The "Lower Limit of the Middle Range" and the "Upper Limit of the 
Middle Renge" ere the two values eat either end cf the middle groups cf retics. The 
"Median" is the value found midway between the upper and lower limits of the middle 
range. Thus the lower limit of the middle range for the total expenses cf grocery 
cheins is shown in Table 14 at 13.3 per cent of total sales, the upper limit at 16.7 
per cent, and the median at 14.6 per cent of total sales. One-quarter of all grocery 
chain firme therefcre obtained total chain operating expenses of less than 13.3 per 
cent cf total sales; one-quarter of the firms had tetal expense ratios ef more the 
16.7 per cent of total sales, while the average total expense ratio cf the intermediate 


half cf these firms amounted te 14.6 per cent cf tetal sales. The same explenation, 


ef course, mey be made for cther items in this table. 


In interpreting the middle range figures, each item must be i ait aie 
independently, as neither all the high nor all the low figures came from the sa: 
reports; that is to say, the ratios in any column in the middle range teble Pa 

be related to other ratios in the same cclum. To illustrete, the upper limit of the 
middle range for average sales per store of combination chains was $111,700, and the 
similar figure for total store expenses was 17.0 per cent of tctal sales. Obvicuely, 
these values cannot be related since chains with high average sales per unit usually 
have comparatively low store expense ratios. 


Reference was mede earlier to the fact that the percentages found 
in Tables 2, 11, 12 and 13 were weighted averages in that they reflected the in- 
fluences of the larger chains. Comparisons of the ratios in these tables with those 
centeined in Table 14 will illustrate these differences. Thus, totel operating 
expenses of grocery chains according to Tables 2 and 11 amounted to 13.84 per cent 
ef totel sales. The middle renge for this item as shown in Table 14, however, extended 
between 13.3 and 16.7 per cent of -tctal sales; the median stending at 14.6 per cent of 
tetal sales. 
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Table 1.-—~Food Chains, Grocery Combination and Meat Merket Chains 


a i I NE AT TE 


(Number of chains, chain stores, chain seles and tetel sales, 1930 and 1941) 


% change 
15 92300 19 Ail seles 
spears ope ess Catt eee UE, St Set Se eT Sr | DEMOS 4 SL18¥ 1194171930 
CANADA—— 
No: 'orvehaine 23th 44.449 RS BAS LAER 87 ; 
No. of stores “(maximum)” 2.30509 4.8.9.44 be 2,352 4 1,707 : 
Gin shieerl cee io kenge agi isteIeag $127, 582,500 |#177,405,900 | + 39:1 
Total’ sales? Iv en tae es ga, SH at $488, 429,600 |$647,442,900 | + 32.6 
@ chain: sakés* to’ total Aes aol Saas 2s 27 
Average sales ie chai Store 2.5% on Hee $ 54,241, VG 103,928 | + 91.6 
British Columbie (1) — | 
No.wet weheinepelly .wedacisivle Lex. tikes is 19 | 14 
No. cf stores (maximum) ... ese cece enes J 246 | 282 
Chait EAPC Eno h i RAN Tate Bae we La A Ady . | $10,194,900 | $ 18,765,300 | + 84.1 
Toten pater Batts THAW ea ba UES 4 . | $ 37,425,600 |$ 54,646,300 | + 46.0 
Gi chain svlex tor tvotedta yy. Se Bh ee 2.2 34.3 
Avernge seles per chain store ....eee- $ LY,Z4A3' 1% 66,544 | + 60.6 
Alberts —- 
NO. Or “ens ine went Rape tane cat ARC EN Br atts 8 8 
No. of stores (maximum) .........000. wet 120 | 103 
Cheini sales® .olnce0 .% ets AR Oe yoda ee #$ 5,587,000 |¢ 7,932,100 | + 42.0 
Totaly sapow yr oY bathe PS TPS St # 23,469,400 |# 30,521,800 | + 30.0 
% chain: seles to total ...... ; PRAIA 251.8 26.0 
Average sales per chain store ....e.eseeee $ 46,558 |¢ 77 OL Io Ghd 
Seskatchewan —— 
No? of thatre * 27. LPe OMS, Ae ne. ae 10 4 
Noo of “stores: (maximum) "h OPPLS. ASAIN. & 165 | 1i1 
Chain’ sales’. 78. He. ASB, AE AMS Pee wSRSA $ 6,969,300 |¢ 6,794,100 | - 2.5 
Totbli selese .xpahees .Lenerbee te cane sealers B 21,690,500 | $ 22,955, 000n4e fsa 58 
G) chein sales te: totelelws .ol end. whpawl dae IPade | 29.6 
Average sales per chain store .....eeeseee $ 42,238 | ¢ 61,208 | + 44.9 
Venitcba -- 
Noayv oft chaeinevelGped ils thie negek tae ne 8 | 4 
Noa. of!'storec’ (msximum).).4 cnnenos thank Aim 121 85 
Chein Galescheatne and he carne’: BeiaT he ¢ 5,689,100 |$ 8,247,500 | + 45.0 
fobslisalwes in l..ckngumnbences <aelentsun 2 ... | $ 22,225,200 | # 28,786,800 | + 29.5 
Zlehaine sales» tei totale nce. not ,acrekan 25.6 | 28k 7 
Average sales per chain store ......--eee. $ LAO? 97,029 | +106.4 
Ontaric ~- 
No. of chainglc «tareane eke ALilLoactiie ere Al 
Not ofr stores (maximum )ths ciLilenalt. tiie 1,107 790 
Chaier salice~ line plone oaloken,. dvennie a $ 70,769,300 | ¢ 99,318,600 | + 40.3 
Tote) geles knk Lon chive usin wpenitiade « $206,749, 300 | $261,988,000 | + 26.7 
@ chain. sales: toototal take td)e sre ; Se. Bila9 
Average sales per chain store ......... 3% $ 63,929 1 ¢ 125,720 | + 96.7 
Quebec -—— 
Noaneiijehsine’ 0% oui tiutie aiaieders Ts Nae 13 7 
Ne. of stores (maximum) PTR PMR RURS: “< « 495 2/3 
Chai renee). af, the cumllen oh meting 4 # 23,708,400 | $¢ 28,477,200 | + 20.1 
Total: waleg'. <.i. sina caistlowt. «ol, stateless state, Pe lLOyS27 5500 #190 ,004,000 $+ 3562 
fm iehaim eales tto: totalran. . Juath sdse bowen nedGs9 15.0 
_.- Average sales per chain store .+++sesese22 JB 47,896 1$ 133,071 1 4177.8 | 
(1) Includes Yuken and Nerthwest Territcries. wean 
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Table 1.--Food Chains, Grocery Combination and Mest Market Chains——(Conel'd) 


En 


(Number of chains, chain stores, chain sales and totel sales, 1930 and 1941) 


Eee ee ee ee ry 
nae aaa 


, @ change 
Be O10 es Aik | in sales 
STAI BALES conremenerinen oaaenn nares ere ie” = Rane Savanna enaee wets CRE REST 
Meritime Provinces —- | 
NoemelCMennS senwh.: 4) a) . -asode 14: make ‘ 12 | 17 | 
No. of, stores (maximum) .. wise etaviceta a) (VE 98 eee | 
UMEtteatee cose ce Bee dt tae ccc sect de s+ cs | $4,004,500 | $ 7,871,100 | + 68.7 
eet. Sees Se Be eee 8 alee 8 . | $ 36,342,100 |$ 58,541,000} +/61.1 
% chain sales te total ....... eer Pee nas mull 12.8 | Ws dnt 
Average sales per chain store ......./% oe | $ 47,596 i$ 64,517 + 35.6 
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Table ; 2---Food Chains——Principal Stetistics, Grocery, Combination and Meat and 
Fish Market Chains, 1941. 


i Grocery Combination | Meat and 
All Chains store | store ifish market 


: 
Wolo. lode ser AIL) aoe b | chaing... job \chaing! | echain’ 
y T a an 


i 
- Number of chains... .. 3 th Ul OOO en ae. 205 ron 94} wromod aut i 
agiumber of Bteres ....-leu-:.-... 11 fa. 1,707 448 i 093107 66 
wales = op eg | 
1. Reteil sales through stores .. | $177,405,900 | 26, 523, 300 145,794,100} 5,088,500 
2. Wholesale sales to other firms # 1,725,000 | 153,700} 1,571, 3004 


3. Total eheim sales ..jee...+..- $279.2 30.900 | 26,677 7000 1147.36 220. 5 088,500 
i | i 


CQ Ww 


D. Store employment | and ps payroll —— -- 
Full-time employees -- 


1. Mele employees, number .... | 7,020 1,262 | 5 rt 481 

2. Female employees, number .. | 2,593 Sosa 2,007 | 33 

3. Salaries and wages ....... 4 $ 9 5934, 200 | 1, 584, 600 | 7,820, 600 529,000 
Part-time employees —- 

1. Male employees, number .... : 4,326 | 696 | oF 4, ae 


2. Female employees, number . 776. | 1g 586 | 


Bee Saleeied and weber el... i$ 1,222,200 | 199,200 61 coh Pepeabid 


E., Chain expenses -- 
} 
{ i 


oemisee nua, 


Store expenses -- | 

1. Wage cost Amount | # 11,156,400 1,783, 800; 8,781 ,700 | 590 ,900 
Ze Per cent of total sales | op <3 6. 69 5. “96 | Li 61 

3. Other expenses -—- i 
including rent Amount $ 9,192,100 1,422,900) 7,345, 100 | 424,100 
pap Per cent of total sales | se UE | 5.33) 4.98. 8.34 
5. Total store expenses Amount | $ 20,348,500 | 3, He 700 | 16,126,800; 1,015,000 
6. Per cent of total sales | 11.36 | 12. 02 | 10. 94 19.95 
Overhead expenses Amount '# 2 ae 600 | 256,400; 2,068, 000 | 69, 200 
Per cent of total sales | 4. 3an 0.96 | 1.40. 1.36 
Warehouse expenses Amcunt i$ 1,910,500 | 230,300; 1,677,100! 3,100 
Per cent of total sales | 1.07 | 0.86 | 1.14| 0.06 
Total chain expenses Amount | $ 24,652,600 : 3,693, 100 | 19,871,900! 1,087,300 


___._._ Per cent of total sales |  -—-13.76 1 13.841 13.481 |e 


All Chains 
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F. Rentals == 
il. Number of stores in leased 
PIEML SES) o's 6.6 6 08 b's eo 08 
2. Sales of stores in leased 
premises @600090¢0000009a th: 824 9400 
3. Rentals paid Anount | $ 2,072,000 


| 22,498,500 
326,200 


131,121 ,000 
1,641,900 


4, Per cent of sales in 
pea 22800 BEMIS SB 0.06000 bi ee BO CBS, 25 


G. Inventories, end of 1941 -~ 
l. Store inventories onosess0 | $ 7 9386,800 1,831,600 
2, Warehouse inventories seo. | $ 5,758,900 pie 290, 700 
ond HOKE) ANVEDEOTLOS no cccoe0 | $I51145,700 1 3 


$ 1,08, 000 


5 5439 , 200 
4,465,000 
9,904,200 


OF 


560,900 
0238 


BH. Customers’ accounts outstanding 


on er cent of tota), sales | 


I. Credit Sales =~ 
1. Number of chains reporting | 
eredit sales OO849nV00500 

2c Total net sales of such 
chains OODBeVEOEeDSIH0V0008 

3. Net credit sales of such 
CHE THA GSI so Seabee bcesc 

4, Ratie of credit ssles to 


wmowene owt QEE), SELES 0 2.09.0.9.99.0.9,%01 


J. Cash Sales =~ 
Number of chains reporting 
they sell only for cash .., 
Totel net sales of such 
@heins cecsooes 


28 


$1.06 140,400 62,596 ,600 


| $ 11,628,200 7,971,100 
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Meat and 
fish market 
___ chains 


129 


4,204,900 
103, 900 


£047 
116 ,000 
3,200 
119,200 


151,600 
2.98 


13 
3,991,000 
847,500 


21,24 


1,097,500 
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CANADA, Total . 


(Grocery, meat and combination stores) 


TOTAL 
} 


eoeee 


$1,000,000, and over ... 


$500,000 - $999,999 .... 
$300,000 - $499,999 ...) 
$200,000 - $299,999 ...) | 
$100,000 - $199,999 .... | 
$ 50,000 - $ 99,999 .... 
$ 30,000 - $ 49,999 ... 

$ 20,000 - a 

$ 10,000 - $ 

$ 5,000 -¢ 9, 


Less than 


CANADA, Total . 


$1,000,000, and over ... 


“Stores 


Per cent sCumulative 


| Number (or +otal| 


2.5231 100.0 _ | 


OnNwWarHron orf 


per cent 


| 


72,593,400; 11.2 
109,081 »800 | 16.8 
112,949,300; 17.4 


Sales 


part lof total | 


26,459,000 
78,199, 300 | 


8,712, 700 | 
93,528, 700 | 
45,186 » 300] 
24,732,400: 


mcr age : 


Per cent Cumulative 
per cent 


$500,000 - 999,999 .... 2.2 23,203,400). 13.2 132 
$300,000 - $499,999 .... 8.7 42,868,000, 24k y 
¢200,000 - $299,999 .... 12.6 24,292,400] ° 13.7 . 
$100,000 - $199,999 .... <A 39,456,800) 22.2 
$ 50,000 - $ 99,999 .... 51.7 24,445,400, 13.8 
¢ 30,000 - $ 49,999 .... 71.8 15, 448,,000| 8.7 
¢# 20,000 - # 29,999 .... 86.6 5,076,800' 2.9 
$10,000 - 95.0 2,156, ‘3 1:2 
$ 5,000 - 97.8 0.2 
than $ 5,000 ..... | 00.0 Q.1 
Independents é 
| 50,816 | | 7-70.037.0001 | 
CANADA, Total ..... 30,816 | 100.0 0. 


#1,000,000, and over ... 


$500,000 - $999,999 .... 
$300,000 - $499,999 ...) 
#200,000 - $299,999 ...) 
$100,000 - #199,999 .... 
$ 50,000 - $ 99,999 .... 
$ 30,000 - $ 49,999 .... 
# 20,000 - $ 29,999 
$10,000 - $19 

$ 5,000 - $ 9 


Less than 


he 
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OnANrYwnd Oo 
OnnNDNNEO F 


11,038,900 


33,136,600 | 
82,636, 400 | 


97,501,300; 20. 
79,635,900! 16.9 
91,372,700 | ; 
44,833,600} 
2/,,626.000 | 
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Table 12.--Opersting Expenses of, Combination Store. ¢ Chains, 1941 


err err eee ee —s 
Sa Se Sg SS Se 


| Chains with } Chains with 


eee te re aoe tice Se ee 
SS SSS SS SSS SSS SSS SS SS SS Se 


All Chains 


ee SS ET SL 


less than 25 or more 


25 units. |  J-amits 


Se Se a eee ee 


IR EE EE RE RE EES GL a Ee RE ee er ee: 


A. Number cf chains - + sssseceerr see eseeeee bo DOP a eran 
B. Number of stcres 2s sssce ssc eceee ett p. et 093 
C. Sales —— 
1. Retail sales through stores ......... $145,794,100 | $ 15,275,600 | $130,518, 500 
2. Averkce sles: per storey. . mm .. bs bags . ¢ 133,388 | ¢ 84,395 1% Law 714 
3. Wholesale sales to other firms ...... $ 1,571,300} $ 110,500 |# 1,460, 800 
4. Totel chain sales ss sssessccscesecs| GLATs 365,400 ' $ 15,386,100. . $231,979, 300 
D. Etere employment and payrell -- 
Full-time employees -—~ 
1. Male ermpleyees, number ...... SR ee f4" 756 4, 521 
2. Female empleyees, number ....... 2,007 426 i, 58) 
B.“Salerie® and wages). . te): . go's a # 7,820,600] ¢ 1,142,100 |¢ 6,678,500 
Part-time employees -- 
1. Male employees, number ......04. 3,440 314 3,100 
2. Femele employees, number ....... 586 99 487 
____.3:. Salaries and wages -sssss2s2s:0218 961,100 1$ 76,000 |$ __ 885,100 


E. Chain expenses -~ 
Store expenses —— 


1. Wage cost -~ Amcunt| $ 8,781,700 | $ 1,218,100 


2. Per cent cf totel sales 5.96 7.92 5373 

3. Other expenses (including 
rent) Amount | $ 7,345,100} $ 1,016,100 |@ 6,329,000 
he: Per cent ef tetal sales 4.98 6.60 4-80 
5. Totel store expenses —- Amount] ¢ 16,126,800] ¢ 2,234,200 °|¢ 13,892,600 
Per cent cf total sales 10.94 12.52 10.53 
Overhead expenses -—-— Amount | $ 2,068,000 | $ 131,100 |¢ 1,936,900 
Per cent of tctel seles 1.40 0.85 17 
Warehouse expenses -- Amount | $ 1,677,100 } ¢ 29,600 1$ 1,647,500 
Per cent of tceteal sales 122 0.19 heed 
Totel chain expenses —- Amount 19,271,900 | ¢ 2,394,900 |$ 17,477,000 
Oe i Per centoof tobab gales 1 Ae ORE Ee PENS Lised, 

F. PFentels -—— 

l. Number cf stores in leased premises 989 AWA 848 


2. Salee cf stcres in leased premises 


3. Rentels paid —- Amount | $ 1,641,900 | $ 176,100 |¢ 1,465,800 

4. Per cent cf sales in leased 
8 PB premises |). cl. clites ae. ele \ eb TE B® «Amo _job.2) 

G. Inventories, end of “1941 -- 

1. Store ‘inventories :.. i... FG Mew. LOM A 3OP2OD bef 997,700 |# 4,441,500 
2. Warehouse inventories ......... wwee | $ 4,465,000, 1 # 157,500 |$# 4,307,500 
3. Total inventories |. .edeecsee ewes F 9,904,200 | $ 1,155,200 |$ 8,749,000 
H. Customers’ accounts outstanding icant ¢ 560,900 | $ 400,700 ]¢ 160, 200 
Cae __..._._ Per cent of total sales 2? bigipe i ae ee Oe 0.12 
I. Meet sales only — “Amount | $ 26,572,600 | $2 3956, 300 |# 23,616, 300 
2... Per cent of total sales. JB D3 oop. 3. 4. 14.60 


RR Sa i EE SS er a ee he eR 


ae 


F. Rentals --_ 


to 29 = 


Table 13.7-Operati 


A. Number of chains .cceceseccs: 


9.9899 000420 


Bo Number of stores POM OEZT AF 290590000000 00 | 


Ce Sales -= 
1. Retéil sales through stores ccecoesce 
2. Average sales per StOre cecsescovcccce 
3. Wholesale sales to other firms ceeooe. 


otal nbiD SaLes 29.0 9 22,9.9. 0 92 9 09 8 2 


= 


Store emp loyment and payroll =e 
Full-time employees =~ 
1. Male employees, number ceccosccce 
&o Female employees, number ceccoece 
- Se Salaries and WAGES coccoccsccsvece 
Part-time employees == 
1. Male employees, number ccovoccecce 
2o Female employees, number cecoccoe 


Se Salaries and WOZC3 secscessoceegeoe | $ 


E. Chain expenses -- 
Store expenses -- 


l. Wage cost =- Amount 
20 a Per cent of total sales 
3. Other expenses including rent -- 

_ Amount 
46 Per cent of total sales 
5. Total. store expenses -- . Amount 
Go Per cent of total sales 


Overhead expenses -- Amount 
Per cent of total sales 
Warehouse expenses -=- Amount 
Per cent of total sales 
Total chain expenses -~ Amount 


1. Number of stores in leased premises 
2. Sales of stores in leased premises 
S. Rentals paid -- Am unt 
4. Per cent of sales in leased 
DFGMLSSS_ ceccovcsegcaecasoerersoge 
G. Inventories, end of 1941 =-- 
le. Store inventories cceocesevvcccecce 
2o Warehouse inventories secccceccevee 
Se Total inventories .ccoseecvcersessse 
H. Customers’ accounts outstanding-- spn i 
Per cent of total sa 


Per cent of otal gales | 


5,088 ,500 
50 5653 


oe 


B 95,068 ,500 


33 
529,000 


590,900 
11.61 


424,100 
8.54 
1,015,000 


19.95, 


103, 900 


2,47 


enses of Meat and Fish Market Chains 


Chains with 
less oat 


5 5474,500 
41,861 


375,100 
10.80 


264,900 | 


7062 
640,000 
18.42 
30, 900 
0.89 
3,100 


0.09 


674.5 pie 


: $ 74,000 | $ 
151, ae 55,700 | § 
2.98 .60 


Chains with 
15 or more 


nite 


614,000 


186 
3 
197,200 


76 
4 
18,600 


Ly 


215,800 
13.37 


159,200 
9.86 
375,000 
23.25 
38,300 
2007 


os 


413 5300 
9.260 


58 
1,032,200 
28,700 


2.78 


45,200 
45 , 200 
95 ,900 

5.94 


Uys Total sales c©cocooo0oeoonogooocdoeao0 ov 00000000 
2. Average sales per’ Store cosooccccoavcen 
3. Average galary per full-time store 
CMPLOYOO 6 :0%e'e's's o's o's co's (0's O'S SS OO O'S O 
4, Average yearly sales per full-time 
store SMplOYEE cocccocavccv0000000000 
5S. Store payroll cost =-- 
Per cent of total sales sococnccces 
6. Other store expenses == 
Per cent of total sales cooccr0cccce 
fa) Per cent of total salee .. 
(b) Per cent of sales in 
Leased premiseS coocovcce 
8. Total store expenses == 
Per cent of total sales .ococccccvve 
9. Overhead expenses << 


Y, Rent -= 


Per cent of total sales ococsscssoa” 


10. warehouse experses-~ 
Per cent of total sales oocccccceen 
ii. Total chain expenses~-~ 


Per cent of total salesS .ooccooceccce 


B. Combination Store Chains 


LS TOCELESELOS fb aics4 ol 0 coo cesS sges ceca soon 
2. Average sales per stOre cooccccccccc0ce 
oo Average salarv per full-time store 
OMPLOVES "on ods to otoossoobooo sco 6 Ueog 
4, average yearly sales per full-time 
store.emplOy ee soo oeweneos ood 0006006 
5. Store payroll cost -<- 
Per cent of total sales gocccvcccce 
6. Other store expenses = 
Per..cent..of total... sales—¢ 60's 68 eons 
(a) Per cent of total sales .. 
(>) Per cent of sales in 
leased premises ousccavcc 
8. Total store sxpenses =~. 
Per cont of total sales soccccccsos 
9. Overhead expenses == 
Fer cent of total sales .ocgooccacce 
10. Warehouse expenses == 
Per cent of total sales e.vcceeusne 
ii. Total chain expenses =< 


7 oe thCnt..c= 


ee et ee 


€or cent'of total sales jo 4.634 e0c8- 


Ao Grocery Store Chains 


Lower limit 


rer, | ten 


| _Middle Range _ | 


$210,000 
$ 28,300 


$ 750 


$ 11,000 


13.03 


13 21, 


$390,000 
$ 39,600 


$ 


$ 13,500 


$560,000 
$ 77,600 


$ 906 


$ 12,700 


~ Upper limit 


of 


Middle Range 


$850,000 
$ 52,400 


16.7 


$960,000 
#111,700 


$ d,iov 


$ 15,200 


18.2. 


C. Meat and Fish Market Chains 


of 5 Median of 
Middle Range | ahs Middle Range 


TOMIOSELIGRIOD cecceccovecetece sececcee | SEU sOUe $240,000 $340,000 
2. Average sales per store eovcccccccce $ 22,400 $ 31,100 $ 42,100 
5. Average salary per full-time store 
BEONGTOC Lp aubis ices eke ede soaatese | hes 970 $ 1,060 $ 1,160 
4. Average yearly sales per full-time 
store @Mployee coccccccesccesessce $ 7,620 $ 9,700 $ 11,750 
5. Store payroll cost -~ 
Per cent of total sales cecococce 13.4 
6. Other store expenses -=- 
Per cent of total sales eooooce 8.9 
(a) Per cent of total sales. 3.0 
7. Rent -- (b) Per cent of sales in 
leased premises ooceco 3 o4 
8. Total store expenses -~ 
Per cent of total sales ..occcce 24 04 
9. Overhead expenses=-- 
Per cent of total sales .coocoes 5.0 
10. Warehouse expenses== iy 
Per cent of total saleS oococee H4 
‘ll. Total chain expenses -- 
Per cent of total gales ccccoecs 2508 


Note; Since each item on this table was obtained independently, the figures in one 
column cannot be related to each other. Nor can the individual expense 
items be added to obtain the total expense retios shown. For explanation 
on the method used, see text. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


bat’ FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA, 1943 


SUMMARY 


' A moderate decline in the total sales of food chains from the all- 
i time hich level attained in 1942, a slight decrease in the number of outlets used, 

{ and a shift in chain sales to medium-sized stores were the principal features of the 
; food chain trade in 1943 according to a survey compiled by the Merchandising and 
Services Branch of the Bureau of Statistics. Total sales made in the 1,594 units of 


t the 69 food chains in 1943 amounted to $185,974,600 which compares with sales of 
; $193 ,488,500 which were made in the 1,431 outlets of 70 food chains in 1942, Although 
i the drop in the number of stores operated conforms with the trend to the utilization 


’ of fewer outlets which has been apparent since 1934, the decrease of 3.9 per cent 

i in sales constitutes the first contraction in dollar volume which has occurred since 
; that year: 

. 


, In spite of the closure of 276 outlets during 1942, total sales of 

; the food chains were 9.1 per cent greater than in 1941. This increase in the dollar 

M volume of business was principally the result of an upward movement in prices, the 

| Bureau's Retail Food Price Index for chain stores rising to 124.9 in 1942, almost 

4 9 per cent above the index figure of 114.9 for 1941. The decrease in sales during 

| 1943 of 3.9 per cent from the level of the previous year however was due to a some- 

} what larger decline in the physical volume of sales because the same index rose to 
127.6 in 1943, about 2 per cent above the average for 1942. This of course is 
principally a reflection of rationing controls and short supplies of merchandise which 
became increasingly severe during the latter period. 


Percentage changes from 1942 in the total volume of business trans- 
acted by chains in the different provinces varied widely from the decrease of 3.9 
per cent recorded for the Dominion as awhole. Total sales of food chains operating 
in the provinces of Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia and Manitoba in 1943 were 
below the levels prevailing in the previous year, the decreases amounting to 6.6 
per cent, 3.2 per cent, 0.7 per cent, and 0.5 per cent, respectively. Sales of food 
chains in the provinces of Saskatchewan, the Maritime Provinces and Alberta on the 
other hand expanded during 19445, recording respective increases of 3.3 per cent, 1.7 
per cent and 1.5 per cent. Although declines in sales volume varied considerably 
between the larger cities, chain food stores situated in centres having populations 
of more than 30,000 persons tended to suffer more than similar outlets in tre smaller 
places,the percentage decreases amounting to 4.4 per cent for the former and 3.0 per 
cent for the latter group of localities. 


~ Qhe 


A noticeable shift in the distribution of the total sales of the 
food chains to stores having individual sales volume between $50,000 and $300,000 per 
Year also featured merchandising operations during 1943. Generally, when stores and 
Sales are classified according to amount of annual turnover per store there is a 
natural tendency for stores to move downward in the sales size classifications with 
a decrease in total sales. The larger stores then account for a smaller share of 
the total trade while increased proportions of stores and sales are found in the 
smaller sales size categories. During 1943 the intermediate sales size groups of 
stores gained principally at the expense of the two largest sizes of stores, while 
the smaller outlets obtained only a slightly smaller proportion of the total trade 
in 1943 than in 1942. This is evidenced by the fact that outlets with individual 
sales of more than $300,000 per year transacted 44.3 per cent of the total trade in 
1942 against 37.6 per cent in 1943 while units with annual sales of less than $50,000 
accounted for 8.8 per cent of total sales in 1942 and &.2 per cent of the dollar 
volume in 1943. Restrictions on the use of gasoline probably narrowed the area 
previously served by the larger units, thereby diverting at least some of this trade 
to the more local chain stores. 


Only minor changes occurred between 1942 and 1944 in the distri- 
bution of the total sales of the food chains when stores and sales were classified 
by size of locality. Places with 100,000 or more persons accounted for the same 
proportions of the total trade in both years. On the other hand chain outlets lo- 
cated in centers having populations between 1,000 and 9,999 persons transacted a 
Slightly larger share of the food chain trade in 1943 than in 1942, thus gaining 
relatively at thé expense of chain units situated in cities having populations be- 
tween 10,000 and 99,999 persons, 


Combination store chains retained their predominance in 19435, 
accounting for 60.8 per cent of all food chain sales, against 15.9 per cent ob- 
tained by the grocery, and 3.3 per cent by the meat market chains. The share of 
the total trade transacted by ‘combination chains, however, has declined steadily 
since 1940 when these systems made 85.5 per cent of the total sales of the three 
kinds of chains. Most of this loss in trade was obtained by the grocery chains 
which accounted for only 11.5 per cent of all chain sales made in the earlier 
period, y 
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Table 10.-~ Food Chains - Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 
of 50,000 Population or Over, 1942, 1943 


Number of 
Stores 


1943 


Value of Sales 


Province and City Per cent 


of change 


CANADA, Total af e008 89S 9828 @ 


ae aa ea 


Places Sadan 50,000, total .. 


British Columbia, Total Dee | 23 p 21, es a Oe 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 5 15,181,200) § 12,958,200 T= = 2.0 
Vancouver -««.e VGA AAS dates exe 10,726,300! $ 10,704,100 - 0.2 
WCLOPte. ae hans os Tales ace ee | 2,454,900]$ 2,218,100 he 9.6 
Places under 20,200; —totat b Pee 107 ptr ot $ 8,442,300 | + 1.2 
Albert dy. TOteh, s dpliee ye ems: 200} $ 9,718,900 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 58| $ ant 6,808,100 | +1.7 
Gal Pary OP Ery. PYF EPs cos» ee ; 9400) $ 4,195,100 ome 


ISCHMORD OM he aes ed dies 0 cous) «6,6 asete 


2 
2,615,000 8 
Places under 350,000, “total, merce c 


+ 

| ‘Gow 800 nab Nae 
3 _ 8,177,600 fy tae: 
L013 500 $ 4,064,400 | + 1.3 
(x) (x) (x) 


lB (x) A we 
@ 3,903,900/$ 4,113,200 | + 5.4 


(se Ty Xe a" 


Saskatchewan, Total ..... 


° 


well need 


| 


Regina e@osoeeceosnueo02?9 932980906 FH 
Sa skatoon oeoaeereoeon7P7 FR9P TO PtH HH 
Places under 350,000, total co») 


Manitoba, Total ..s+-2220 se 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 


WiTMI peg. ooo os de oye ee ow 5 ofeach 
Places under 350,000, ‘total, eee 
OME erTOe OCR «Sess ae se eek ; 200) $ oe 40c Bar 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 61558 553, 5 9001 $ 575. 186 , ‘aay ok 
Potter STAG. vv .acess coe | 1,535 ,6001$ oa vie oases 
EE UIs 95 eb ie w subnbis. #4) eis alles : (x) (x) | (x) 
Hamilton .pcocvecsvccecerares | 8,177,700] $ 7,296,300 =10 8 
MME SCOT Foes th ele 5 & 9 9,5 64m sep tins (x) (x) x) 
KIDENCMETY fe eco oo 6.5 00.0 om © + sus $ 1,515,800} $ 1,456,200 | =10.0 
AOC odes e)s es) s\e\ 0s) se cl/ele.6/ ses ae $ 3,128,500] $ 2,840,600 { hae ohare 
OCLEWE. 0h ere oyd 6 oo oe 0 0 + owe 0:6-9,.0/ 0.) 38 | | $ 6,778,500] $ 6,571,600 Se Owls 
St.) CatHerines oo oss ow « « oj» ofl 104 10} $ 2,238,500/¢ 1,986,100 PL road 
ee I ca ESN Shia re ae ‘| # 1,819,300]}$ 1,542,400 | -15.2 
Toronto Dy 152! $ 29,885,000] $ 28,266,300 - 5.4 
WAndSOL. oseseecrcovesoscoovsy ra $ 4,589,600]}$ 4,215,600 wey = Pe 
Places under 30 DOG HOA. cic cane 310] $ 41,945,300 $ 39,506,200 | - 5.8 
Ae guia Sar A 171| $ 32,946,400] $ 31,890,600 | - 3.2 
Places 30,000 and over, total © co. 503;100 1. = ee 


| 
! 


t 
ata! 
rep) 


e oo \ PLO 4 24,181,700 P« 5 ry 
a i i a Re eer ees i En (x) (x) 
Montreal seen Aste iss, 0.0. GED 5.0: dete aaeimnct 87} $ 18,362,800) $ 18,067,500 


e ~— 
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Table 10.-~ Food Chains - Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 
of 30,000 Population or Over, 1942, 1943 - (Concel'd) 


im | Number of 
_ptores:--f 


Province and City 
1942 194 


Value of Sales 


Per cent 
of change 


1942 


Quebec, =~ (Concl’d) 


QUEDOCE obo.5 be as sak ny 
Sherbrooke . SERS ESS Es 
PDS CMREMSINS corvhete na eridatewseinberacewetione 
Verdun tito 6 ae 655 tuctewnieisia tie 6 0. 
Places under $0,000, total ...... 
Maritime Provinces, Total ..}  _‘§ 


eae 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... 
Halifax GQreZoseae De Ovv8 76 


e@2 0 


Saint John . 


Places under 30,000, total ...... 74 


LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1943 


Grocery Store Chains 


B. & K. Economy Stores, Ltd.’, 
BOY LO Hap JS oe -GOw ye Lt dey 
Butti, Sam (Carload Groceterias) 
Garrol1.£s ah tars, 

Curry's Grocery 

Ford's Groceteria 

Gowman, The Grocery 

Hickman Stores, The 

Jenkins’ Groceteria, Ltd., 
McBride's, Ltd., 

Model Grocery, Ltd. , 


O.K. Economy Stores 
Overwaitea, Ltd., 
Pinch, The J. C. Stores 


Quality Food Stores 

Quality Groceteria Co., 

Ray*s Superior Stores, Ltd., 

kRopertson, S.-M. S00... 

Steinberg'’s Wholesale Groceterias, Ltd., 
Tait, Harry Groceterias Ltd. , 

Thomson Groceries, Ltd., 


Toronto Grocery Stores 
Wilbee’s Service Stores, Ltd., 
Giebell Stores 


(x) 
(x) 
pF 
3,000,600}% 
8&;764,7001% 


8,758,50 
3 836 ,50( 
(x) 


(x) 


Vig 


FERED EE EE 


O,O 


749 4,922 ,000|$ 5 5232 5406 


1484 West Broadway 
60-Hunter St.) Ess 
268 Ferguson St., 
1-9-Hughson St «s-Se's 
6115 -Fraser -St+, 
JOO: St. 4) Paul’ St.) W.’, 
181 Colborne St., 
845 Bank St., 
702-9th.Ave.; We, 
1335 Garnet St., 
508-6th St., 


OO1 Ontario Ave., 
aS Rachard sobre. 
556 Queen St., E., 


420 Bathurst St., 
v. Emerald St'.’," S's 


207 West Hastings St., 


1430 Overdale 

10012-101st-Ave. , 

Rear of 302 Greenwood 
AVE «5 

290 - Queen St.,5 Bes 

6027 Fraser St., 

149 Pembroke St., W., 


(x) 
aay 
(x) 


x) 


Vancouver, B.C. 


Peterborough, Ont. 


North Bay, Ont. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Montreal, Que. 
Brantford, Ont. 
Ottawa, Ont. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Regina, Sask. 
New Westminster, 
Dees 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Sault Ste Marie, 
Ont. 


* Toronto, Ont. 


Hamilton, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Shelburne, N.S. 
Montreal, Que. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Pembroke, Ont. 


——————————— CUO lor errr 
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LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1943 - (Concl'd) 


Combination Store Chains 


Acadia Stores, Ltd., 

Barkers Grocery 

Barker's Stores, Ltd., 

Bassin's Food Markets 

Carload Grocery (Bertrand Bros.) 
The Consumers Cooperative Society Ltd., 
Cosmopolitan, The Stores 

Curtis Markets 

David's Merket, Ltd., 

Dionne Ltee 

Dominion Stores, Ltd., 

Fitzpatrick & Geraghty, Ltd., 

Five United Markets, Ltd. , 

Great A. & P. Tea Co., itd., 
International Provision Co., Ltd., 
Jewel Stores, Ltd., 

Loblaw Groceterias Co., Ltd., 
Mason's Grocery Stores 

Powell & Co., Ltd., 

Power Food Markets 

Progressive Trading Cooperative Ltd., 
Ray's Limited 

Safeway Stores, Ltd., 

Selmo~Ymir Meat Market Ltd., 
Shop-Easy Stores, Ltd., 


Shoprite Stores 

Shore's Chain Stores 

J. W. Sobey 

Thrift Stores, Ltd., 

Welch, H. W., Ltd., 

Whyte Packing Co., The Ltd., 


Workers Cooperative of New Ontario, Ltd., 


Meat_Market Chains 


Buehler Bros., Ltd., 
Burns & Co., Ltd., 
Calvert - Willis 

Len Collins, Ltd., 
Cooper, Joseph, Ltd., 
Cross‘ Stores, Ltd., 


Duff*s Meat Stores and Master Meat Markets 


Co. of Canada 
OLe ik ovOress, Ltds, 
Phillips Markets, Ltd., 
Poyntz, A. 
Pure Food Meat Markets 
Sterling Food Markets, Ltd., 
Swanwick, A. 


245 Hollis St., 

100 Princess St., 
Provost St., 

41 Colborne St., 
634 Notre Dame St., 
64-4th Ave., 

214 Townsend St., 
1028 Pape Ave., 

106 Townsend St., 
9005 Blvd. Decarie 
} Sullivan St., 

198 Rubidge St., 

37 Giles Blvd., 

155 Laughton Ave., 
626 Barrington St., 
285 Stanley St., 
Fleet & Bathurst Sts., 
429 George St., 
King & Main Stso, 
21S Kine St. Es, 
638 Queen St., W.; 
1105 Dominion Blvd., 
615 Pacific Ave., 


204 Confederation Life 
Bldg. , 

M5 O Za Leb wAVels 5. Viel 

Main St., 


960 Outremont Ave., 
Deer Island 

78 Linton Ave., 
64~-5rd Ave. s,s 


2926 Dundas St., Was 


252 Dundas St., W., 
475 Danforth Ave., 
2504 Bloor Ste, Wa» 
1310 Douglas St., 


OO: Vine? Sti, 


Halifax, N.S. 
Saint John, N.B. 
New Glasgow, N.S. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Sudbury, Ont. 
Timmins, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 
Montreal, Que. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
Windsor, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Halifax, N.S. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
Dundas, Ont. 
LOPOTG Ov elOTGrs 
Toronto, Otic 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Salmo, B.C. 
Winnipeg, Man. 


Calgary, Alta. 
Glace Bay, N.S. 
Stellarton, N.S. 
Montreal, Que. 
Leonardville, N.B. 
Stratmord, Olt. 
Timmins, Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Victoria, B.C. 


Hamilton, Ont. 


501 Dominion Bank Bldg.,Vancouver, B.C. 


805 howard Ave. , 

790 St. Clair Ave., W. 
1505 Gerrard St., Ee, 

18 West Hastings st., 

428 King St. Wo, 


Windsor, Ont. 


» Toronto, Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA, 1944 
SUMMARY 


. An increase of about 10 per cent in sales for 1944 over 1943 contrasted 
with a drop of almost 4 per cent in 1943 from 1942, a probable relative gain in chain 
sales at the expense of independent food retailers, an increase in average sales per 
chain store, and comparative stability during 1943 and 1944 in the distribution of 
chain sales throughout the different size-groups of chain companies are the principal 
conclusions to be drawn from the annual survey of food chains for 1944 recently compiled 
by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Bureau of Statistics. 

Total sales made by all grocery, combination and meat market chains 
during 1944 amounted to $204,852,500, up by 10.2 per cent from the $185 ,974,600 
realized in the preceding calendar period and constituting a new high in the sales 
volume of these systems. This relative increase in dollar volume is also indicative 
of some gain in the physical volume of merchandise sold, for the Bureau's Retail Food 
Price Index for chain stores averaging 127.6 for 1943 rose only to an average of 
128.0 for 1944. The gain in sales volume was also spread fairly evenly throughout 
the different economic regions of Canada, less-than-average increases being made in 
British Columbia, Manitoba and the Maritime Provinces, where gains of 5.5 per cent, 
7.0 per cent, and 7.8 per cent, respectively were recorded, 


Certain evidence suggesting that the food: chains on an overall basis 
were able to better their competitive position during 1944 at the expense of 
independent food stores arises from a comparison of the sales increases recorded by 
‘the food chains and independent stores during the same year. Thus the gain of 10.2 
per cent in total chain sales compares with an average increase of only 4.5 per cent 
for the other main type of retail food outlets. It should be noted that the 
independents' sales increase of 4.5 per cent over 1943 is based on the monthly sales 
of a continuing sample of these stores. The percentage gain for independents there- 
fore does not reflect the additional sales resulting from any net increase in the 
number of independent stores between the two years. Thus the gain in the food chains’ 
share of the sales of all food stores is probably not as great as that suggested from 
a comparison of the two rates of increase. These proportions for the food chains 
stood at 26.5 per cent for 1941, the Census Year, and at estimated ratios of 20.6 per 
cent for 1942 and 23.0 per cent for 1943. 


Combination store chains, principally composed of combination outlets 
handling both groceries and fresh meats, as in other recent years dominated the food 
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chain trade during 1944 with sales of $167,732,700 for about 82 per cent of the 
volume of all the food chains. This of course is the result of the pronounced trend 
toward the establishment of this larger and more integrated kind of store which 

- featured the period between 1930 and 1940. Indeed in the earlier year only 58.6 per 
cent of the sales of the food chains were made by the combination systems, with 35.0 
per cent and 6.4 of the dollar volume being made by the grocery and meat market 
‘chains. In this regard it will be noted that stores operated by combination chains 
in general were considerably larger than either the grocery or the meat market chain 
outlets, the average turnover for combination chains being $193,240 per store in 1944 
against $82,436 per store for grocery and $50,768 for meat market chain units. 


Glassification of the food chains according to number of units operated 
indicated that the four companies operating 100 or more units in both 1943 and 1944 
obtained in the latter year a slightly larger share of the total trade with 69.7 per 
cent of the sales in 1944 against 67.7 per cent in the earlier year. This relative 
improvement was made partly at the expense of systems having between 10 and 100 out- 
lets and those with less than 10 units, the former doing 20.3 per cent of the business 
in 1944 against 21.2 per cent in the previous year, while the percentages for the 
smallest group stood at 10,0 in 1944 and 11.1 per cent in the earlier period. 


Stability characterized the proportionate distribution of chain sales 
in the two recent years when these systems were classified into 5 size groups accord- 
ing to their sales volumes. The largest group of chains with annual sales volumes 
of $1,000,000 or over, however, dominated these distributions accounting for about 
90 per cent of the sales of the food chain trade in 1943 and 1944. Eighteen of the 
67 chain firms reporting for 1944 had total sales of over $1,000,000 and operated 
1,061 of the 1,364 outlets reported by all food chains. On the average these concerns 
realized an annual turnover of $174,667 per store in 1944 against an average of 
$64,457 per store for the remaining chains, a comparison which indicates the importance 
the larger chains place upon high store volumes and the success they have had over a 
period of years in deweloping these outlets. That this is due primarily to the use 
of the combination kind of store is shown by the fact that combination chains had 
average sales of $193,240 per store in 1944. The trend to this kind of food store, 
however, has not been confined to the chain. systems for combination food stores as 
a class recorded increases of about 20 per cent in number and 86 per cent in sales 
between 1930 and 1941. 


During 1944 individual outlets of the food chains shifted upward in 
the size-of-business scale when classified according to their dollar volumes. This 
of course is partly at least the result of the overall gain of 10.2 per cent in chain 
sales which by increasing the sales of individual outlets caused many to shift to 
higher sales-size categories. AS a consequence, the relative share of the total sales 
made by stores with annual turnovers in excess of $500,000 per store rose from 10.9 
per cent in 1945 to 15.9 per cent in the later period. The number of stores in this 
bracket also increased from 33 to 53 in the two periods, due largely to the transference 
of stores from the $300,000 to $500,000 category. Sales-wise, this group augmented by 
stores moving upward from the lower group was able to retain its proportionate position 
between the two years, a Situation also true of the $200,000 to $300,000 store sales 
bracket. Due to this upward shift, stores with annual sales below $200,000 in 1944 
were responsible for smaller proportions of the total sales than in 1943. 
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Table 8.=-= Food Chains = Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 
of 50,000 Population or Over, 1943 and 1944 


i" Number of [| Value of Sales 
Province and City | Stores re ~. Per cent 
__ 1948 ‘1944 * 198s Ae: 1944 wal of change 


CANADA , Total xe CNOU ON ROSS GE io Snohe 1,3 94 i 3364 | _ $185, 974 ane $204 9852 »400 | +1007 


Places 30,000 and over, total .:. 730 | Li4 ,/28 000. OSS ATE SOO) #11.4 


Places under 50,000, total ......] 6 ~ 684 cL Tl eee C00] Ts 024,600 [+ 8.1 
British) Colombia, Total) i5.3:| 224 21,364.,500 26,001 5000 ne ERICH) 
Places 30,000 and over, total Og a a ee eed ras 
Se OliVernt Gna eG eve «coer, ll), STiplon uC LOL7Ofe,00f dice 1o-.400.| acs, 
DECI OT LA mranet cpololane ter cte, «18s veatele e. 6 “ 13 7B PAUSES 2,408 , 900 + 8.4 
Places under 430,000, total Bese 2 99 Shy 442 « , 800 _85 021, 5200 + 0.9 


ACIDIC FiGat me LOnser wants io oe 6 lelenb es 
Places 30,000 and over, total 

Calgary oeseoaoenvooosc Bees tn Ooo @9 AOR AAS 

Edmonton eoeoaveoeovoeaoaesee ®ooeecnewasee 


Places under 30,000, total ooeecs 


O,718 ,900] 2) BO ,7 724100 +10.8 

8 808,100] 7,557,800 | #11.0 

iy imo oo..OOl | 4,006 choose tlOce. | GR 

2 613,000 2,931,100 #12.2 

2,910,800 3,214,300 | +10.4 

be 177 ,600, 9,088 ,300 #11l.1 
“TO8E, £00, F663 £00 ee ey 


Saskatchewan , Total Spear ee 
Places 50,000 and over, 2 total : 


MRI dado stale ei stslsieie sce 6 a5 6 wis ae yal St ae) ae meres Perens 
CC as viet eee (x) (x) (x) 
Places under 50,000, total socees | in 45113 ,200] 4,424,900]. + 746 


9,867 ,900 


| Manitoba, Total e@o0o0rvr, 09680300 + 7 
ice 982,300] + Do 


Places 50,000 and over, total ...[ 


MLSE Maa ceetinds os «9 si eile =", i (x) (asians) 
Places: under 30,000, total ....e. (x) _ {x) gilt 
Ontario, Total cocsccsecsoe 3% 96 692,400] 108,121,500 r11.8 

Places 50,000 and over, total ...[” 7767 ,186 200) 64,480), 100 
Beer Goh we ind tale sss oo es 44) 1 See aRR TUG Te Wh AGT¥BOOWUST Lose 1am. 
ort Puen ax slats « + +s oe pads : (x) (x) (x) 


ELeUna MG testers sielaePenat ss 2 0 's04/>\ 0 0 019 Uf 5 BSIs) HOO 7,941,000 £18.08 
RAR EOIN er tets Sse che ale eS 4 ce 4s (x) ia) (x) 
Re CUCU OCS. 5: 6 sie waelho.4 0s 16:4 aide 1556 5200 1,489,900 * 959 
LOINC es 6 6 bs OC ONO ORO O OS 2,840,600 3,280,500 #15.9 
OGESW Aurel otis oe ciercicis +s 216. sla sic “3 Oo. o00 (oe 300 #15.4 
Bis COCNCTINESIi. esses cc ccc sows | 1,986 ,100 2,094 ,300 + 5.4 
Be ae eee AP Misc soe oy Ben's HE 1,542,400 1,788,300 | +15.9 
{POncoienede) SAL AGO ne coOoCOonS OOOL 28 ,266 ,300 SP Ont NOLO) #14.2 
Re SOT Dail A Anes vue g's eves 9. 0.8.1 4,215,600 4,421,000 

Places under &¢ p000, total _eoeeso | 294 59,506 ,200] 46 6 96 9400 


Quebec, Total seeeeseceseeee | 171| 172] 31,890,600] 34,864,000 
Places 50 j;000 andeever, total ..e} me Wiis! @6,005,100| 26,450,900 


lao. amsjsemads sions» see [oaeeUL Oe Lb Goi ua 
Montreal , ayessles» ; 89! 18,067,300] 20,056,800 


3 | (x) (x) 


Quebec e@ovecseeoeeoo0ee208 26 © 
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Table 8.©< Food Chains = Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 
of 30,000 Population or Over, 1943 and 1944 - (Concl'd) 


Province and City 


Quebec, ~ (Concl'd) 


Sherbedokiers:.< cass cok + sweewes 
THROM VERS maleic rsleteloetelelelelere te 
WS Wr veetelereter siecle ekelelerelerslokerclenclers 
Places“under 30,000, total ....-. 


’ 


Maritime Provinces, Total... | 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... 


HET KX ereh cite a) ciclo ancvensle en gtekoioreraieront 


SAE Gil Olitiemeccee svete aletemietaceiece ores 


Places under 30,000, total coccee 


Number of Value of Sales 
1 ae joa Per cent 
1948 1944 = 1934 of change 
2| ‘ x x 
as (x) (x) 
14 15] $2,960,300 | $3,229,600 + 9el 
61 59 8 ,387 ,500 8 433 ,100 + 0.5 
ae 
97 94 8,907 , 100 9,601,100 + 7.8 
BPs ell. 3,874,700 3,802 ;000 + 3. 
19} 19 x): = peta : x 
ics en Co arena NaC ag Pit 
"2 73 5,232,400 | 5,799,100 +108 


LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1944 


Grocery Store Chains 


Be & K. Economy Stores, Ltd., 
Boyle, Hs da €o., Ltd., 
Butti, Sam (Carload Groceterias) 
Carroll's Ltd., 

Cash Foods Ltd., 

Curry’s Grocery 

Ford's Groceteria 

Gowman, The Grocery 

Hickman Stores, The 

Jenkins! Groceteria, Ltd., 
McBride's, Ltd., 

Model Grocery, Ltd., 


O0.Ko Economy Stores 
Overwaitea, Ltd., 
Pinch, The J. C. Stores 


Quality Groceteria Co., 
Ray’s Superior Stores, Ltd., 
Robertson, S. M., Ltd., 


Steinberg's Wholesale Groceterias, Ltd., 


Tait, Harry Groceterias Ltd., 
Thomson Groceries, Ltd., 
Toronto Grocery Stores 
Wilbee's Service Stores, Ltd., 
Ziebell Stores 


1484 West Broadway 
60 Hunter §t., B., 
268 Ferguson St., 
19 Hughson St., S., 
10316=-107th St., 
OllSePrasereSiter. 
l22i St. James St. 
181 Colborne St., 
843 Bank St., 
702<-Sth Ave., Woy 
1333 Garnet St., 
508-6th St., 


301 Ontario Ave., 
1181 Richards St., 
536 Queen St., E., 


“i Emeraldyst.; Se, 
207; West Hastings St., 
Water St., 

1430 Overdale 
10012-10l1st Ave., 

296 Greenwood Ave., 
290 Queen St., E., 
6027 Fraser St., 

149 Pembroke St., W., 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
North Bay, Ont. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Vancouver, Bo Co 
Montreal, Que. 
Brantford, Ont. 
Ottawa, Ont. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Regina, Sask. 
New Westminster, 
BeCe 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ont. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Shelburne, N.S. 
Montreal, Que. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Toronto, ‘Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Pembroke, Ont. 


SS ie 


LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1944 - (Concl'd) 


Combination Store Chains 
Acadia Stores, Ltd., 

Barker's Stores, Ltd., 

Bassin's Food Markets 

Carload Grocery (Bertrand Bros.) 
Cohen, Louis 

The Consumers Cooperative Society Ltd., 
Cosmopolitan, The Stores 

Curtis Markets 

David's Market, Ltd., 

Dionne Ltee 

Dominion Stores, Ltd., 

Fitzpatrick & Geraghty, Ltd., 

Five United Markets, Ltd., 

Great A. & P,. Tea Co., Ltd., 
International Provision Co., Ltd., 
Jewel Stores, Ltd., 

Loblaw Groceterias Co., Ltd., 

E.F. Mason Stores, The 

Frowel l 2 Co., Lid., 

Power Food Markets 

Progressive Trading Cooperative Ltd., 
Ray's Limited 

Safeway Stores, Ltd., 

Shop-Easy Stores, Ltd., 


Shoprite Stores 

Shore's Chain Stores 

Je We Sobey 

Thrift Stores:, Ltd. , 

Wetch, H. W., Ltd., 

Whyte Packing Co., The Ltd., 

Workers! Cooperative of New Ontario, Ltd. 


Meat Market Chains 


— 


Buehler Bros., Ltd., 
Burns & Co., Ltd., 
Calvert - Willis 

Hen Collins, Ltd., 
' Cooper, Joseph, Ltd., 
Cross! Stores, Ltd. , 
Duff's Meat Stores 
O.K. Stores, Ltd., 
Foyntz, A. 
Pure Food Meat Markets 
Sterling Food Markets, Ltd., 
Swanwick, A. 


245 Hollis St., 
Provost St., 
405 Jane St., 


634 Notre Dame St., 


154 Sterling Road 
64-4th Ave., 

214 Townsend St., 
1028 Pape Ave., 
106 Townsend St., 


5005 Blvd. Decarie 


$ Sullivan St., 
198 Rubidge St., 
Soe Littist., | 

135 Laughton Ave., 


626 Barrington St., 


288 Princess St., 


Fleet & Bathurst Sts., 


429 George St., 
King & Main Sts., 
118 King St. E., 
454 King St. W., 


501 Dominion Bank Bldg., 


313 Pacific Ave., 


204 Confederation Life 


Bldg., 


1502-12th Ave., We, 


Main St., 


960 Outremont Ave., 


78 Linton Ave., 
64-3rd Ave., 


2896 Dundas St., W., 


IZSe Dundas. St. We., 


475 Danforth Ave., 
565 Danforth Ave., 
1310 Douglas St., 
73 King St., 


501 Dominion Bank Bldg., 
190 Sc. Clair Ave., Ws, 


203 First Ave., 


18 West Hastings St., 


428 King St. W., 


Halifax, N.S. 

New Glasgow, N.S. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Sudbury, Ont. 
Glace Bay, N.S. 
Timmins, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 
Montreal, Que. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
Windsor, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Halifax, N.S. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
Dundas, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toromtor, Onus 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Winnipeg, Man. 


Calgary, Alta. 
Glace Bay, N.S. 
Stellarton, N.S. 
Montreal, Que. 
Fairhaven, N.B-. 
Stratford, Ont. 
Timmins, Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
ToOronGo;. Cntr 
Victoria, BC. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Hamilton, Ont. 


Nigra Homan 
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FOOD STORE CHAINS, 1945 


There were 62 food chains in Canada operating 1,506 stores in 1945 accord~ 
ing to the results of the annual survey of chain stores recently compiled by the 
Merchandising and Services Statistics of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. These 
figures reveal a reduction from 1944 of 5 chains and 58 stores. The total volume of 
business transacted by chain stores, however, continued to increase, 1945 sales of 
$218,968,700 being 6.9 per cent above the 1944 sales volume. An increase in average 
sales per store from $150,185 in 1944 to $167,664 in 1945 indicates a continuation 
of the trend towards larger volume stores. Food chains include grocery chains, com- 
bination grocery and meat chains, and meat market chains. For the purpose of this 
survey, a chain is an organization operating four or more stores under the same 
ownership. 


The 6.9 per cent increase in dollar volume of business does not necessar= 
ily indicate an increase in physical volume of merchandise sold, since the Bureau's 
Retail Food Index for chain stores rose from 128.0 in 1944 to 130.0 in 1945. Any 
shift in consumer preference from lower price-range goods to higher priced merchan- 
dise would also tend to increase the dollar volume of sales without a proportionate 
increase in the physical volume of goods sold. 


A comparison of the sales increases recorded for chain food stores and for 
independent food stores suggests almost parallel gains between 1944 and 1945 for 
these two types of outlets. The gain of 6.9 per cent in chain store sales compares 
with an increase of 6.5 per cent in sales of independent stores. This latter figure 
is based on the monthly sales of a continuing number of stores and does not take into 
account changes in the number of stores. The percentage gain for independents, 
therefore, does not reflect the effect on sales resulting from any net change in the 
number of independent stores between the two years. 


Increases over 1944 in volume of chain food store sales were general in all 
regions of the country, ranging from 2.7 to 10.0 per cent. Food chains in the Mari- 
time Provinces registered the smallest increase in sales over last year at 2.7 per 
cent. The largest gains were reported in Manitoba and Quebec where food chain sales 
were up 10.0 and 9.5 per cent respectively. Saskatchewan came next with an increase 
over 1944 of 8.4 per cent followed by a gain of 6.6 per cent for British Columbia, 
6.5 per cent for Ontario, and 4.9 per cent for Alberta. 


Of the 62 food chains, 29 were combination store chains principally composed 
of outlets handling both groceries and fresh meats. These 29 chains, however, opera- 
ted 845 of the 1,306 chain food stores and transacted 81.5 per cent of the total sales 


me tee 
of food chains. Grocery store chains accounted for 15.7 per cent while the remain- 
ing 2.8 per cent was made up by meat market chains. All three kinds of stores re- 
corded sharp increases over last year in average sales per store, grocery store 
sales advancing from $82,436 per store to $94,136; combination store sales, from 
$193,240 to $211,169; and sales per store for meat markets, from $50,768 to $63,969. 


When grouped according to number of units operated, no appreciable change 


occurred from the previous year in the share of business done by chains falling with- © 


in the three categories into which chains are classified. Stability also character- 
ized the proportionate distribution of chain sales according to annual sales-volumes, 
the 18 chain companies with sales of over $1,000,000 being responsible for 91.0+per 
cent of all food chain sales in 1945 and 90.5 per cent in 1944. Average sales per 
store for this group rose from $174,667 per store in 1944 to $190,875 in 1945. 


Individual outlets of chains, however, did shift moderately upward in 
sales size as shown in Table 7 where they are classified by amount of annual sales. 
This is a natural result of the increase in average sales per store which causes 
some stores to move from one group to that next higher. Both the two largest sales 
size groups, including all chain food stores with sales of over $300,000, showed . 
gains in number of stores as well as in the proportion of total business transacted. 
Stores with sales of $500,000 or over accounted for 18.5 per cent of all food chain 
business in 1945 with sales amounting to $40,404,200 as compared with sales of 
$32,521,500 or 15.9 per cent of the total food chain sales in 1944. All the sales 
size groups under $300,000 reported a smaller proportion of the total trade than 
they had secured in 1944; at the same time there was a proportionately greater re- 
duction in the number of stores in most of these smaller size groups. 


Table 8 shows comparative figures for the years 1944 and 1945 for cities 
of 30,000 population and over and for places under 30,000. Canada totals reveal 
that chain store sales in places of under 30,000 population advanced 9.5 per cent 
over last year as compared with an increase of 5.3 per cent for cities of over 
50,000 population. Cities of over 30,000 population in Hastern Canada gerierally 
had smaller increases in dollar volume of sales handled by food chains than places 
of under 30,000 population. Ontario cities of over 30,000 population registered an. 
increase of only 3.4 per cent over 1944. This was weighted by Toronto where an in- 
crease of only 1.1 per cent can be partially explained by a decrease of 18 in the 
number of food chain stores in 1945. On the other hand, the greater percentage ex- 
pansion in volume of business in the Western Provinces took place in cities of over 
30,000 population. 
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Table 8.-- Food §tore Chains - Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 


WHOL PO “Population and Over, 1944 and 1945 
. } Number o ae 
Province and city stores Per cent 
1944 [ 1945 change 


Fiaces 50,000 and over, total... Trebek ye “TOT 127 ,354 ,400 134 ,094 ,900 + 5.3 
Places under 30,000, total ......f 638 {| 605 [ 77,518,000 | 84,873,800 {| + 9.5 
British Columbia, Total ocoo] 224 206 22 037,500 24,025 ,700 + 6.6 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 123 124 } 13,812,800 | 15,039 ,600 + 8.9 
Vancouver pas RN ha ole, oiareie ASE Elen ’ JS | : 11,612,400 12,565,600 wa rs Omi 
PMOIUOY AOL is siete Rig oho <5 ols0le'0 @ 4)5 9.6 © ital ll 2,200 ,400 25974 ,C00 | + 7.9 
proces under 30,000, total oe... 101 82 8 724 ,700 8 ,986 ,100 + 3.0 
Alberta, Total ..occscssssee 91 86 10,772,100 | 11,503,600 | + 4.9 
Places 30,000 and over, total ooo} 58 58 | 75,557,800 7,993 ,400 | EE URDIORS, 
Calgary a is RSS ent iae cae pxe e a ; 40 | 40 | ie 4, 6,700 2 & O0 a 00 + a9 
Edmonton ©900082008000056900900906000080 18 18 e008 5 L0G 3,158,300 + ined: 
Places under 30,000, totale....0. 33 28 8 5214 ,3500 3,310,200 + 3.0 
Saskatchewan, Total ..ccoco Co 89 9,088 ,500 9,849,100 
Places 30,000 and over, total ior 29 | 4,413,200 4 861,300 
~~ Regina Ee ETRE ee 20 \ Ou) ¢ an 


Saskatoon Ape are ered yi Rech cw stele ese ail 
Places under 30,000, total ..ccoo 


x x 
ohhh erniecane (x) 
AGO LOO 4 ,987 ,800 


10 ,847 ,400 


Manitoba, Total oi. sepvcs tive 


Places 30,000 and over, total e00 
WENT OIG sole hs «0.5 6 sels laste ols oho 
Places under 30,000, total ..ee. 


114 ,829 ,600 


Gaiswenel,, Worl Fann soos 


66 ,568 ,600 


(x) 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... 


Brantford oo0e60000000000000006 


Fort William 000000900098000000 0 


d 


Hamilton 1 ccccccccccvccce 00d 82 7,941,000 8,279,900 
Kingston ) > ae en 4 4 (ee) (x) (5 
Kitchener «occvcoesccccecvvrcese 1,489 ,900 1,623 ,400 + 9.0 
TFOMG OM ter etorerst hors, se piele eu cholelete.o 3,280,500 5,405,100 + 3.8 
CH went HU ow ws Dle ev clahe 7,585,300 7,785,700 + 2.6 
St, Catharines 4). dves iiss tie. 2,094,300 2,201,300 her ip 
Sudbury -cccesscoccscesscss0e000 1,788 ,300 iL 58225000 Whi 
We HORE ANE las ea Vedio dard! Medics 32,270,500 | $2,617,700 ath 
WindSOr ccvcsceccccvsccrccsccve 4,421 ,000 4,638,700 + 4.9 
Places under 30,000, total .cccoe 295 4 43 ,736 ,100 48,261,000 +10.3 


(I) In some instances figures for 1944 have been revised. — 
(x) Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but 


these are included in the totais, 


ipa 


Table 8.==- Food Store Chains - Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 
of 50,000 Population and Over, 1944 and 1945 (Concl'd. 


Mumter of 


Value of sales 


Province and City stores Per cent 
~ 1944 change 


— 


Buehea, Total sows fueyea es $38 ,251,800 


28,309,500 
= x 


Montreal... eich ree dl 20,056,800 | 21,305,200 768 
AEC Leet Mik CRO EE SC OR ECW Waa Ree (x) (x) (x) 
Sherbrooke. . 856s. .sb ne eicdes ow (x) (x) (x) 
BOP roe. Lise ohne ols ach a alain bie (x) (x) (x) 
Verdun cosccceeccccccccescvce 3,229,600 3,651,400 + 9.5 
Places under 380 30 5000 , TOCA stats 8,433,100 9,942 ,300 


9,601,100 


Maritime Provinces, Total °| 9,661 500 


Places 30,000 and over, total ..!} 3, at 000 S883 ,400 
aelivax ASA RE EEE LR, Sa Lan CS io 


Saint John o9? 90600000 008090060086 2 | Z es (x) moe 
Places under 30,000, total .oss.o oeta 70 55799 ,100 5s , 978 » » 100 | 
(1) In some instances figures for 1944 have been revised. 


(x) Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but 
these are included in the totals. 


LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1945 


a eee 


Grocery Store Chains 


Bo & Ko. Economy Stores, Ltd., 1490 West Broadway, Vancouver, B,C. 
Butti, Mrs. A. (Carload Groceterias) 268 Ferguson Sto, North Ray, Ont. 
Garrolits {td o, 19 Hughson St., So, Hamilton, Ont. 
Cash Foods Ltd., VOSI6=<$VO7Tth St. , Edmonton, Alta. 
Curry's Grocery Ltd., 6115 Fraser St., Vancouver, B.C. 
Ford's Groceterias Co., Ltd., 1221 St. James St., Montreal, P.Q. 
Gowman Grocery, The 181 Colborne St., Brantford, Ont. 
Hickman Stores, The 843 Bank St., Ottawa, Ontario. 
Jenkins’ Groceteria Ltd., 702-9th Aveo, Wo, Calgary, Alta. 
Model Grocery Ltd., $08-6th St., New Westminster, 
Ro Cs 
C.K. Economy Stores, 501 Ontario Ave., Saskatoon, Sask. 
Overwaitea Ltd., TST SRachardsme iter, Vancouver, R.C.o 
Pinch Stores; The J.C. 536 Queen St., E., Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ont. 

Pollock Wholesale Ltd., Sam, (Quality 

Groceteria) 7 lEmeraldSt., Sa; Hamilton, Ont. 
Ray's Superior Stores Ltd., 207 West Hastings St., Vancouver, P.C. 
Robertson, aude, soe Nels Water St., Shelburne, N.S. 


Steinberg's Wholesale Groceterias Ltd., 5400 Hochelaga St., Montreal, P.Q@. 
Tait Groceterias J.td., Harry 10012-10lst Ave., Edmonton, Alta. 


es Be 
LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1945 (Conel'd.) 
Grocery Store Chains (Cont'd. ) 


Thomson Groceries Ltd., 296 Greenwood Ave., Noronto,, Ont 
Teronto Grocery Stores, 290 Queen St., Eo, Wopr@annels, (Wiehac 
Wilbee's Service Stores Ltd., 6027s rraser: Site Vancouver, B.C. 
Z2igbtell Stores, 149 Pembroke §t., W., Pembroke, Ont. 


" 


Combination Store Chains 


oe 


ee 


Acadia Stores Ltd., 245 Hollis St, Heder ax aNisiie 
Barker's Stores Ltd., King St., Stellarton, N.S. 
Carload Grocery (Bertrand Bros. ) 634 Notre Dame St., Sudbury, Ont. 
Cohen, Louis 134 Sterling Road, Glace Bay, N.S.» 
Consumers Co-operative Society Ltd., The 114 Algonquin Rlvd., Timmins, Ont. 
Cosmopolitan Stores, The 214 Townsend Sto, Sydney, N.S. 
Curtis Markets, 1028 Pape Ave., TWOrOmconnlOn bre 
David's Market Ltd. , 106 Townsend Sto, Sydney, N.S. 
Dionne Lteee, 1221 §t. Catherine St., 

Wo » Montreal, P.O. 
Nominion Stores Ltd., Oe woUiilalnigeval Saga Moroney Lomi. 
Eaton Co. Ltd., The T. Toronto.) Ont 
Fitzpatrick & Geraghty Ltd., 198 Rubidge St., Peterborough,Ont. 
Five United Markets Ltd., SOC Pi G -Sibemu Wek Windsor, Ont. 
Great Ao & Pe. Tea Co. Ltd. 135 Laughton Aveo, Toronto, Ont. 
International Provision Co. ,Ltd. 626 Barrington St., Halifax, N.S. 
Jewel Stores Ltd., 288 Princess St., Winnipeg, Man. 
Loblaw Groceterias Co. Ltd., Fleet & Bathurst Sts., Toronto, Ont. 
Mason Stores, E.F. 429 George Sto, Peterborough, Ont. 
Powell & Co.,. Ltd., King & Main Sts., Dundas, Ont. 
rower Food Markets, 118 King St., E., Toronto, Ont. 
‘Ray's Limited, 501 Dominion Rank Rldg.Vancouver, BeCo 
Safeway Stores Ltd., Box 660, Oakland, California, U.S.A- 
Shop-Easy Stores Ltd., 204 Confederation Life Winnipeg, Man. 

Bldg., 

Shoprite Stores, 1502-12th Ave., W., Calgary, Alta. 
Shore's Chain Stores, Main St., Glace Bay, N.S. 
Sobey, JW. Main St., Stellarton. Nes. 
Thorvic Stores, Ltd. , 960 Outremont Ave., Montreal, P,Q. 
Whyte Packing Co. Ltd., The 78 Linton Aveo, Stratford, Ont. 
Workers! Co-operative of New Ontario,Ltd., 64-drd Aveo, Timmins, Ont. 


Meat Market Chains 


Ruehler Bros. Ltd., 2896 Dundas Ste, Woy Toronto, Ont. 
Collins, LUG. , Len 475 Danforth Ave. , Toronto, Ont. 
Cooper Ltd., Joseph 565 Danforth Ave., Toronto, Ont. 
Cross! Stores Ltd., 13510 Douglas St., Vike GOR ase srg 
Duff's Meat Stores, FS) bane so Uel, Hamilton, Ont. 
OeWeovores, Ltd. 501 Dominion Bank 
Bldge, Vancouver, B,C. 
Poyntz, A. 790 St. Clair Ave., 
: West, Toronto, Ont. 
Pure Food Meat Markets 203 First Ave., Toronto, Ont. 
a Sterling Food Markets Ltd., 18 West Hastings St., Vancouver, B.C. 


Swanwick, A. 428 King St., W., Hamilton, Ont. 
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DEFINITIONS 
Chains 


For the purpose of this survey, a retail chain is an organization 
operating four or more retail stores under the same ownership. 


Chain classification 


A chain is classified according to the kind of business carried on 
by the majority of its stores. The chains included in this report are the 
three principal types of food stores - grocery, combination grocery and 
meat, and meat markets. Due to the broader chain classification it follows 
that some combination type chains may operate some strictly grocery stores. 
In a few instances food chains operate stores entirely outside of the food 
classification, such as a general store. 


Stores = average 


The average number of stores operated is obtained by averaging the 
number in operation at January lst, June 5O and December Slst. . 


Maximum 


The maximum number is the total number of stores operated through- 
out the year, whether continuous or part year. 


Sales 


Net retail sales are gross sales less any returns or allowances. 
Sales at wholesale are not included. 


Salaries and Wages 


Salaries and wages shown in this report are those paid to store 
employees only as comparable to store sales. Salaries and wages paid to 
head office and warehouse employees are not included. 


Accounts Outstanding 


This represents the amounts owing on charge, instalment or open 
accounts at the end of the year. It woes not include any accounts written 
opi is ; : : 


Stocks 


The inventory of stocks on hand at the end of the year in both 
stores and warehouses is at cost or invoice value. 


DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


Dominion Statistician: Herbert Marshall 
Director, Division of Census of Industry end Verchandising: W. H. Losee 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Stetistics: ee Ge He McDonald 
Series, 1945 pes hm pa eh ee = OBO 

No. 6 


RETAIL FOOD STORE CHAINS, 1946 
Introduction 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics conducts an annual survey on the 
operation of retail chains of which retail food store chains form a part. 
The results of this survey yield figures on retail chain food store sales, 
salaries and wages paid to store employees, accounts outstanding at the end 
of the year and store and warehouse inventories at the end of the year. 
Reports are received from all known firms coming within the definition of a 
chain giving this study a complete coverage. While forming part of a gener~ 
al report on retail chains, information on retail food stores in the chain 
category is presented here in considerably more detail than in the compre~ 
hensive report on chain stores, "Retail Chains in Canada, 1946". This 
latter bulletin will be made available shortly. As explained in the defi- 
nitions, the food chains whose results comprise this report are the three 
major food classifications of grocery stores, combination stores and meat 
markets. 


Summary 


1. Stores and sales in 1946 
In 1946 there were 65 retail food chains in Canada operating 1,289 
stores which sold merchandise to the value of $245,278,100. Al- 
though there was a reduction of 56 in the number of stores from 
the previous year, the dollar volume of retail sales increased 
11.5 per cent. The average sales per store’ continued on an upward 
trend with sales of $194,357, a figure 15 per cent greater than the 
1945 average. (See table 1). 


2. Comparison with previous years 
Table 1, depicts the growth of chain stores in the field of food 


retailing since 1950, the first year in whica tie Survey was 
conducted. Comparison in the trends of the total dollar volume 
of sales, salaries and inventories is shown in chart AC-1 while 
the trends in average store sales, salaries and stocks have been 
plotted in chart AC-ad. ‘The steady shrinkage of chain store units, 
coupled with the gain in dollar volume has greatly increasea tie 
1946 store averages from earlier years. 


Average sales per store more than quadruplec from the 1935 
low level to $194,357 in 1946. Outstanding accounts declined 
steadily from 1938 to 1945 but gained somewhat in 1946. A 
significant rise occurred in the dollar value of store and ware- 
house stocks at the end of 1946. 


5. Provincial comparison 
Increases in sales volume were general in all regions _of the country, 


ranging from 18.4 per cent in Manitoba to 0.3 per cent in Saskat- 
chewan. The shifting from or to the chain category is evident in the 


= 4-= 


number of chains and stores tabulated in the different years, and 
is a significant factor in the varying percentage increase from 
the previous year. (See table 2). 


4. Food chesins classed by number of units 
One chain firm increased its number of units sufficiently since 1945 


to place it in the largest category of 100 units or over. The slight 
increase in the percentage of the business transacted by that group 
of chains is no doubt partially due to this movement. (See table 3). 


5. Chains classed by amount of annual sales 
Two chain companies moved up to the $1,000,000 and over class there-. 
by raising the proportionate distribution of sales for that group 
from 90.4 per cent in 1945 to 91.7 per cent in 1946. A general up- 
ward shifting in the sales volume of food chains is reflected in the 
greater number of firms in the higher sales volume categories. 
(See table 4). 


6. Individual stores classed by size 
The trend toward increased average sales is further substantiated 


when the units are classed by size of business. In 1946 there were 

34 more stores in the $500,000 and over class than in 1945, bringing 
the proportion of business done by that group from 18.35 per cent in 

1945 to 25.5 per cent in 1946. A general upward movement is evident 
in all size ranges. (See table 5). 


7. Sales by localities 
In 1946, localities of 30,000 population and over secured a slightly 


greater proportion of the 11.5 per cent increase over 1945 than did 
places under 50,000. In Ontario, however, chain stores registered a 
smaller increase in the cities than in the rest of the province. In 
one Ontario city a chain was dropped from this study because the 
number of stores operated was reduced to less than 4, (see definition 
of a chain, page £2). Localities under 30,000 population in Saskat- 
chewan also registered a decline in 1946 due to the loss of a chain 
organization from this tabulation. (See table 6). 


Kind of ‘business composition 
The 65 chain firms whose results make this report constitute 29 


combination type chains which transacted 81.8 per cent of the 1946 
business in food chains; 23 grocery chains which accounted for 15.1 
per cent; and 13 meat market chains which did 5.1 per cent. This 
percentage distribution varied slightly from 1945 and was almost 
identical with the 1944 ratios. (See table 7). 

The individual units operated by the combination and grocery 
chains were as follows: 


Total units _ Combination units 
|_Sales_ _—{No. | Sales __ | No. | Sales __ 
$ F " 


NO. 


rocery chains «.«.. | 339(1) 57,018,200 | 516 | 25,644,100 
ombination chains. | e38(2) | 200,659,100 25,399,700 |610 | 174,920,800 
(1) Includes & stores with $6&,900 sales not classed as grocery or 

combination. 
(2) Includes 5 stores with $338,600 sales not classed as grocery or 
combination. 
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Table 6.--Food Store Chains - Stores and Sales Ss by Provinces and for Cities 
of 4$0,CO0C Population and Over, 1945 and 1946 


—— eee . — = ss a a nn 


1 1 ¥eloe Of) eal of sales 


“1945 Per cent 
Ty 1946 change 


|. 245,278,100 +11.3 


Province and City 


CRD SE RIE SATII 


CANADA , Total kad ie, a 5S SES. ve nee eo00 3 . | 220 > £85,900 | 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... 135 ,473 ,400 151,290,800 +11.9 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 84,811,900 95 5 987,300 +10.5 
British Columbia, Total .... 24,563,400 28,037,600 +14.1 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 15,559,200 17,815, 100 +14,5 
VENGCOUV.CTs Farclecturore crate orateratoronerere 15,185,200 15,168,100 +15.0 
NVECCOTL Asc ates havens 6-5 & 6 be teta ore 008 2,374,000 2,645,000 +11.4 
Places under 30,000, total ...-.. | 9,004,200 | 10,224,500 +135 26 
PABEPtS >  TOCRL “s06 5% 4d suns sees 11,303,600 12,027,700 + 6.4 
Places $0,000 and over, total ... 7,993,400 8,502,600 + 6.4 
CELBOry cine «tlle sid 4 o seg sales 4,855,100 5,474,900 +10.7 
Edmonton 9°00 2X7 GBH FFG F290 00 SRE STEKO LONS 3 5138 ,300 35127, 700 cal 0.35 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 5,310,200 39920 5 L00 + 609 
Saskatchewan, Total .o.cccooe 9,849,100 9,874,700 + 0.3 
Places 30,900 and over, total ... 4,861,300 5 5045 »200 + 3.8 
Regina eoo0ocoogv Goo GcC oa FRAO CHOCH KDA HOH eOCO (x) {x} 
Saskatoon voocovodn veo oOo nKdHOK OO A (x) (x) 
Places under 30,000, total 10 O29 LE GARe 4,987 .800 4,829 ,500 ea Dee 
Manitoba, Gotial sac ossvccuns 61 62 11,161,200 13,220,200 +18 .4 
Places $0,000 and over, total ..o. 7,668,800 9,248,100 +206 
Wi ANU PCR es ee sloitstc neue o's oars cee aes 7,668,800 9,248,100 +£0 6 
Places under 350,000, total 55.00 5 492,400 5,972,100 +1307 


OnGETIO,s “TOCL 2 aciclete oun eaerniel > 115,294, 700 128 ,608,200 4+11.5 


67,197,800 74 5343 5300 


Places 30,000 and over, total ... +10.6 
BPSDGLords wo 2 aie «cbt es win whee 155755200 1,654, 700 + See 
Fort WLL1LAEM ode c een os ye itaiad Wore! ¢ 1,146,300 1,277,700 +11.5 
Peiet COM aa ow alge bis cm tess nes are oho 8,279,900 8,835,600 + 6.7 
Wi NRS COR: huis. & oho. 4006 & eis 5 Ree We eens 1,475,300 1,556 ,300 + 5.0 
MECCHERS TH ns «4l9.ce oe hha n sa eames 1,623,400 1,831,200 +128 
TOUOGE? os Gield's'e Soule sere es altel 6 3,405,100 35,714,100 + 9.1 
OE UAWEL bec s' 0:4 Shc. 614, state ototelerc seats 7,785,700 8,743,300 +12.35 
Stix CAUMATiIneS peso cas vor os s ae 2,617,000 2,897 5,300 +10.7 
BUGDEY Yr. Ts hcis ood a. cis eo ewe abe 1,822 ,000 1,507,400 baal FAC, 
TOPONLO® cvocscesccovcscesecece 32,617,700 37,091,200 +13.7 
WEA SOI ticles «gic'4. 5.08 ec wie Suntelers 4,852,200 5,234,500 + 7.9 


Places under 50,000, total ....0. 48 ,096 , 900 54,264,900 +12.8 
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Table 6.--Food Store Chains - Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 
of 50,000 Population and Over, 1945 and 1946 


—— Sea ee ee eS Se ae =~ 
a rs 


~ | Number of [| Value of sales 
Province and City 1945 None Per cent 
1) 


h 
1946 enpnee 


BUCOEe se LOUAL sc sis o's ce se cs one 58 ,251, 800 43 5476 ,500 +135.7 
Places 30,000 and over, total ... 106 28,309 ,500 352,186,100 +13.7 
BNE os GG EY ss Kig'e oe ots ee es 1 (x) (x) 
ORUTOA I sss oe <6 6s 66 a0 06 0.4 oe 62 21,305,200 24,265,600 +13.9 
BUMDOC UG een tec we TEs os oeine Sh: 3 (x) (x) 
BSHOPOTOOKE esc s sess se ciewse cee é (x) (x) 
TELS OCRIVETS etc ts v's eels s oo 0 ves 3 (x) (x) 
PSR ROU SUL Ser is a 19 3,551,400 3,943,100 +11.7 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 55 9,942,500 11,290,200 +13 .6 
Maritime Provinces, Total .. 90 90 9,861,500 10,033,400 + 1.47 
Places 50,000 and over, total ... 20 20 3,885 ,400 4,152,400 + 6.9 
Beek e i ciee ces tives sa 004s 5 1€ 18 (x) (x) 
SOERES Afet SEE habs se ae ee ne 2 2 (xj % (x) 
Places under 30,000, total ...... 70 70 5,976,100 5 5681 ,000 7416 


{1) In some instances figures for 1945 have been revised. 
(x) Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but 
these are included in the totals. 
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LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1946 


Grocery Store Chains 


B. & K. Economy Stores, Ltd. 
Capital Grocers Ltd. 
Carroll's Ltd. 

Cash Foods Ltd. 

Curry's Grocery Ltd. 

Ford's Groceterias Co., Ltd. 
Gowman Grocery, The 

Heglin, V. ‘J. 

Hickman's Stores 

_ Jenkins’ Groceteria Ltd. 
Mitchell, Donald 

Model Grocery Ltd. 

Q.K. Economy Stores, The 
Overwaitea Ltd. 

Pinch Stores, The J.C. 
Pollock Wholesale Ltd. Sam, 
Robertson, itd., S.M. 
oteinberg's Wholesele Groceterias Ltd. 
Superior Food Stores Ltd. 
Thomson Groceries Ltd. 
Toronto Grocery Stores 
Wilbee‘s Foodland Stores Ltd. 
Ziebell Stores 


Combination Store Chains 
Acadia Stores Ita. 


Braund, Ernest 
Cohen, Louis 


Consumers Co-operative Society Ltd. The 


Cosmopolitan Stores, The 
Curtis Markets, 

David's Market Ltd. 

Dionne Ltée. 

Dominion Stores Ltd. 

Baton Co. Ltd. The Tf. 
Fitzpatrick & Geraghty Ltd. 
Five United Markets Ltd. 

Great A. & P. Tea Co. Ltd. The 
International Provision Co. Ltd. 
Jewel Stores Ltd. 

Loblaw Groceterias Co. Ltd. 
Mason Stores, The E.F. 

Powell & Co. Lta. 

Power Food Markets, 

kay's Limited 

Safeway Stores Ltd. 


Shop-Easy Stores Ltd. 


1490 West Broadway, 
135 Garnet St., 

19 Hughson St., S., 
10316-107th St.; 
6115 Fraser St.; 
1221 St. James St., 
181 Colborne St., 
CLlerIVeErE Ss sli ss 
843 Bank Ste, 
70z-Sth Ave., We; 

S Coteeu St., We, 
S508-6th Sto, 

501 Ontario Avec, 
1181 Richards St., 
956 Queen St., Eo, 
71 Rmereald St., S., 
Water St., 

5400 Hochelaga Ste, 
501 Dominion Bldg., 
296 Greenwood Ave., 
£90 Queen St., EK., 
6027 Fraser Ste, 
179 Fembroke Sto, Eo, 


Bao Hollis St. 

718 George Stes 

134 Sterling Road, 
114 Algonquin Blvd., 
£14 Townsend St., 
1028 Pape Ave., 

1C6 Townsend St., 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Regina, Sask. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Vancouver, B.Co 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Brantford, Ont. 
Moose Jaw, Sask. 
Ottawa, Onte 
Calgary, Atta. 
Moose Jaw, Sask. 
New Westminster, B.C. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Vancouver, B.Ce. 
Sault Ste.Marie, Ont. 
Hemilton, Ont. 
Shelburne, N.S. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Pembroke, Ont. 


Halifax, N.S. 
Peterborough, Out. 
Glace Bay, Nex. 
Timmins, Ont. 
Sydney, Nod. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Svaney, NeSe 


gel St.Catherine St.,8.,Montreal, P.Q. 


832 Old Weston Rd., 


198 Rubidge St., 
552 Pitt St.» Wes 
135 Laughton Ave.; 
626 Barrington St., 
288 Princess St., 
Fleet & Bathurst Sts.» 
433 George St., 
King & Main Sts., 
118 King St., Eo, 
501 Dominion Bldg., 
Rox 660; 


203 Confederation Life 
Bldg@es 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
Windsor, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Falifax, N.S. 
Winnipeg, lean. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Peterborough, Ont. 
Dundes, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, BeCe 
Oakland, California, 
U.S.A» 
Winnipeg, Man. 
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LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 1945 (Concl'd.) 


Grocery Store Chains (Cont'd. ) 


Schwartz & Sons, D. 

Shore's Chain Stores 

sobey#s Stores Ltd. 

Thrift Stores, Ltd. 

Whyte Packing Co. Ltd. The 

Workers’ Co-operative of New Ontario,Ltd. 
Thomson's Food Markets 


Meat Market Chains 


Buehler Bros. Ltd. 
Collins itd. Len 

Cooper Ltd. Joseph 

Cross' Stores Ltd. 

Duff's Meat Stores 
Johnson Markets, SE. 
Minor's Meat Merkets 

Home Service Meat Markets 


O.K. Stores, Ltd. 

Poyntz, Ao 

Pure Food Meat Markets 
Sterling Food Markets Ltd. 
Swanwick, A. 


115:London St., 
Main St., 

Main St., 

960 Outremont Ave., 
78 Linton Ave, 
64-Srd Avec, 

8 Ontario St., 


2896 Dundes Ste, We, 

475 Danforth AVEe, 

LOLS* Bloor St., 

1310 Douglas St., 

LE King St. , 

2657 Commercial Drive, 

<150 Albert St., 

615 W. Hastings St., 
Room 112. 

501 Dominion Bldg., 


790 St. Clair Ave., Wa, 


£03 First Aveo, 
1& West Hastings St., 
428 King Ste, We; 


Windsor, Ont. 

Glace Bay, N.S. 
Stellerton, N.S. 
Montreal, P.Q-. 
Stretford, Ont. 
Timmins, Ont. 
St.Catharines, Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Victoria, B.C. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Regine, Sask. 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
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DEFINITIONS 
Chains 


For the purpose of this surveys a retail chain is an Organ sear ten. 
operating four or more retail stores under the same ownership. 


Chain classification 


A chain is classified according to the kind of business carried on 
by the majority of its stores. The chains included in this report are the 
three principal types of food stores ~- grocery, combination grocery and 
meat, and meat markets. Due to the broader chain classification it follows 
that some combination type chains may operate some strictly grocery stores. 
In a few instances food chains operate stores entirely outside of the food 
Classification, such as a general store. 


Stores = average 


The average number of stores operated is obtained by averaging the 
number in operation at January 1st» June 30 and December Jlst. 


Maximum 


The maximum number is the total number of stores operated through- 
out the year, whether continuous or part year. 


Sales 


Net retail sales are gross sales less any returns or allowances. 
Sales at wholesale are not included. 


Salaries and wages 
Salaries and wages shown in this report are those paid to store 


employees only as comparable to store sales. Salaries and wages paid to 
head office and warehouse employees are not included. 


Accounts Subs tandine 

This represents the amounts owing on charge, instalment or open 
accounts at the end of the year. It does not include any accounts written 
off. 
Stocks 


The inventory of stocks on hand at the end of the year in both 
stores and warehouses is at cost or invoice value. 


DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES SECTION 


OTTAWA 


Dominion Statistician: HERBERT MARSHALL 
Directors Industry and Merchandising Division: W.H. losee 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Section: C.H. McDonald 


Series, 1947 


No. 14 


RETAIL FOOD STORE CHAINS, 1947 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics conducts an annual survey 
on the operation of retail chains of which retail food store chains 
form a part. The results of this survey yield figures on retail 
chain food store sales, salaries and wages paid to store employees; 
accounts outstanding at the end of the year and store and warehouse 
inventories at the end of the year. Reports are received from all 
known firms coming within the definition of a chain giving this study 
complete coverage. While forming part of a general report on retail 
chains, information on retail food stores in the chain category is 
presented here in considerably more detail than in the comprehensive 
report on chain stores, "Retail Chains in Canada, 1947", This latter 
bulletin will be made available shortly. As explained in the defi- 
nitions, the food chains whose results comprise this report are the 
three major food classifications i.¢.» grocery stores, combination 
stores and meat markets. 


Summary 
1. Comparison with previous years: 


In 1947 there were 64 retail food chains operating 
1,501 stores the sales from which amounted to 

$308, 826,700. This represented an increase of 26 

per cent in sales from the previous year. The greatest 
increase over 1946 in any item presented in this report 
was made in warehouse stocks, 34.8 per cent. The in- 
troduction and growth of the "super market" type of 
‘food chain store is evidenced in average sales per 
store which rose from $45,041 in 1933 to $244,906 in 
1947 representing an increase of 444 per cent. While 
some of this increase may be attributed to price changes; 
there is no doubt that retailing units of food chains 
have become larger in volume of business handled. 
(Table 1). 


16-1060 


A comparison in the trends of total dollar 
volume is shown in the chart on page 6 and of average 
dollar volume per store in the chart on page 7. 


2e Provincial comparison: 


All regions of the country shared in the sales in- 

crease, ranging from 13 per cent in Saskatchewan to 

29 per cent in Ontario. No major change in number to 
stores operated in the provinces was recorded. (Table a 


3. Chains classed by number of units and size: 


One chain dropped from the "100 units and over" class to 
the next lower unit~number bracket but the proportion of 
sales done by the largest range did not change materially. 
Increased dollar volume of business brought the number 

of chains doing over $1,000,000 in 1947 to 24 from 20 in 
1946. These large firms increased the proportion of food 
chain business for that group to 94.2 per cent compared 
to 91.7 per cent in the previous year and 85.8 per cent 
in 1941. (Tables 3 and 4). 


4. Stores classed by size: 


The "super-market" type of new chain food stores is again 
brought out in comparison of store size. In 1947, 165 
stores were over $500,000 sales volume as compared to 96 
the previous year. In 1945 the number was 62. Part of 
this upward shifting may be the natural result of a 
general increase in dollar volume but the building of 

new stores of the large type is now being evidenced. 

This group of large stores accounted for 40 per cent of 
the food chain business in 1947 = (25.5 per cent in 1946). 
(Table 5). 


5. Locality distribution of sales: 


In the Prairie provinces and the Maritimes food chains 
made greater increases in sales volume in cities over 
30,000 population than they did in places under 30,000. 
In British Columbia, Ontario, and Quebees greater in= 
creases in dollar volume of sales were made in places 
under 30,000 population. Ontario towns and villages 
registered the greatest increases over 1946 (33.4 per 
cent). (Table 6). 


6. Kind of business composition: 


The 64 chain firms included in this report were com= 
prised of 19 grocery chains, 32 combination type chains 
and 13 meat market chains. Exclusion of some firms as 
chains from the grocery classification and the addition 
of new firms as combination grocery and meat chains 
resulted in an increase in the percentage of business 
done by combination chains. (Table 7). 


According to classification, chain firms are 
classified by the kind of business carried on in the 
majority of stores. in the food field, it is common 
for some grocery firms to operate stores where a con= 
siderable proportion of fresh meat is sold (over 20% 
to be classed as a combination store). Likewise many 
combination chains operate stores where very little 
or no fresh meat is sold. The individual units 
operated by these two types of food chains in 1947 
were as follows: 


‘Grocery and Combination units operated by Grocery and Combination Chains, 1947 


Combination Units 


Grocery 


chains (1) « 25,394,200] | 22,488, 400 2, 850; 200 
Combination 


chains (2) . 275» 5395000 27,484,300 24756945 200 


(1) Includes 2 stores with $55,600 sales not classed as grocery or 
combination. 

(2) Includes 5 stores with $360,500 sales not classed as grocery or 
combination. 


CHART NO.! 


RETAIL FOODSGHAING SEORE.S 


TOTAL SALES, SALARIES, STORE 
AND WAREHOUSE STOCKS 


1930-1947 


18 i T T (es tine 


(1935-39 =100) 
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REHOUSE STOCKS: 


CHART NO.2 


RETAIL FOOD: CHAIN STORES 


AVERAGE SALES, SALARIES AND STOCKS 
PER» STORE 
1930-1947 
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Table 6.-~Food Store Chains - Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 


of 50,000 Population and Over, 1946 and 194 


7 


Value of sales 


Province and City 


CANADAs Total 2 9 8 9 9 o 6 oe oe oo 1; 289 


729 
562 


GOGeuliaie rere 744. 


S57, 


fl 
ls 
1563 071s 300 


Cg 
Beiprsnacotumnbias ‘Tobal ls. oe 223 28, 037, 600 


CO La es. 
_ Vancouver CCGHOKHKHHOGFCH CHKOSGH# VOB HO 
Victoria ©OC TFC HCFC OC HOS BOS OK HR OE 


17,8135 100 
155 1685 100 
- 236455 000 
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IDEs ca OOM MMerstareie i eierslete/ aie: ea 


Places under 30, 000)-totel sen«. a. 


Manitoba, Total ©e00093990960 135 220, 200 
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Table 6.~-Food Store Chains ~ Stores and Sales by Provinces and for Cities 
of 30,000 Population and Over, 1946 and 1947 = Concl. 


Province and City 
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(x) Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but 
these are included in the totals. 
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LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 


Grocery Store Chains 


Bo. & K. Economy Stores Ltd. 
Capital Grocers Ltd. 
Carroll's Ltd. 

_ Curry's Grocery Ltd. 

Ford's Groceterias Co. Ltd. 
Gowman Grocery, The 

Heglins Vo Jeo 

Hickman‘s Stores 

Jenkins’ Groceteria Ltd. 
Mitchell, Donald 

0.K. Economy Stores, The 
Overwaitea Ltd. 

Pinch Stores, The J.C. 
Pollock Wholesale Ltd.» Sam 
Robertson Ltd.» S.M. 
Superior Food Stores Ltd. 
Thomson Groceries Ltd. 
Toronto Grocery Stores 


Wilbee's Foodland Stores Ltd. 


Combination Store Chains 


Acadia Stores Ltd. 
Bélanger & Cie, E. 
Braunds Ernest 


Campbellton Cash and Carry Stores 


Canada Safeway Ltd. 
Carload Groceteria 
Cohen, Louis 


Consumers Co~operative Society Ltd.; The 


Cosmopolitan Stores, The 
Curtis Markets 

David's Market Ltd. 

Dionne Ltée. 

Dominion Stores Ltd. 

Eaton Co. Ltd.» The T. 
Fitzpatrick & Geraghty Ltd. 


Great A. & P. Tea Co. Ltd., The 
International Provision Co. Ltd. 


Jewel Stores Ltd. 

Loblaw Groceterias Co. Ltd. 
Mason Stores, The E.F. 
Powell & Co. Ltd. 

Power Food Markets 

Ray's Limited 


1490 West Broadway 
1333 Garnet St. 

19 Hughson St. S. 
6115 Fraser St. 
1221 St. James St. 
181 Colborne St. 
211 River St. W. 
8435 Bank St. 
702-9th Ave. W. 

& Coteau St. Wo 
301 Ontario Ave. 
1181 Richards St. 
556 Queen St. HE, 
71 Emerald St. 5S. 
Water St. 

501 Dominion Bldg. 
296 Greenwood Ave. 
290 Queen St. HE. 
6027 Fraser St. 


245 Hollis St. 

1977 Frontenac St. 
718 George St. 

88 Water St. 

1425 Standard Bidg. 
82 Geary Ave. 

134 Sterling Road 
114 Algonquin Bivd. 
214 Townsend St. 
1028 Pape Ave. 

106 Townsend St. 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Regina, Sask. 
Hamilton, Ont. 


Vancouver, B.C. 


Montreal, Pele ; 
Brantford, Ont. 


Moose Jaw, Sask. 


Ottawa 2 Ont ° 
Calgary, Alta. 


Moose Jaw, Sask. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 


Vancouvers B.C. 


Sault Ste.Marie, 


Hamilton, Ont. 
Shelburne, N.S. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver; B.C. 


Halifaxs N Ae 
Montreal, P.Q. 


Oniti. 


Peterborough, Ont. 


Campbelltons N.B. 


Vancouvers B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Glace Bays N.Se 
Timmins, Ont. 
Sydney» N.S. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Sydney, N.S. 


1221 St.Catherine St. W. Montreal, P.Q. 


832 Old Weston Rd. 


198 Rubidge St. 
135 Laughton Ave. 
626 Barrington St. 
288 Princess St. 


Fleet & Bathurst Sts. 


435 George St. 
King & Main Sts. 
116 Kine Ste EB. 
501 Dominion Bldg. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Peterborough; Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Halifax, N.S. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Peterborough, Ont. 


Dundas; Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Schwartz & Sons, D. 
| Shop-Easy Stores Ltd. 


Shore's Chain Stores 
| Sobey’s Stores Ltd. 


Thomson’s Food Markets 
Thrift Stores Ltd. 


Meat Market Chains 


Buehler Bros. Ltd. 
Collins Ltd.» Len 

Cooper Ltd.» Joseph 
Cross' Stores Ltd. 

Duff's Meat Stores 

Home Service Meat Markets 


Johnson Markets, 5S.E. 
Minor’'s Meat Markets 

O.K. Stores Ltd. 

Poyntz, Ao 

Pure Food Meat Markets 
Sterling Food Markets Ltd. 
Swanwick, A. 


Whyte Packing Co. Ltd.» The 
Workers’ Co-operative of New Ontario 


LIST OF FOOD CHAIN STORE FIRMS IN CANADA, 


Combination Store Chains (Concel‘'d.) 


Steinberg’s Wholesale Groceterias Ltd. 


Ltd. 


1545 fondon St. 
203 Confederation Life 


Bldg. 


71 Main St. 

King St. 

5400 Hochelaga St. 
8 Ontario St. 

960 Outremont Ave. 
78 Linton Ave. 
64-drd Ave. 


2896 Dundas St. W. 

475 Danforth Ave. 

1018 Bloor St. 

1310 Douglas St. 

Vo King St. 

815 W. Hastings St. 
Room 112. 

2657 Commercial Drive 

2130 Albert St. 

501 Dominion Bldg. 

790 St. Clair Ave. We 

203 First Ave. 

18 West Hastings St. 

428 kine St. W. 


1? 


1947 (Concl'd,. 


Windsor, Ont. 
Winnipeg, Man, 


Glace Bay, N.S. 
Stellarton, N.S. 
Montreal; P.Q. 

St Catharines, Ont. 
Montreal, PQ. 
Stratford, Ont. 
Timmins, Ont. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Victorias B.C. 
Hamilitons Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Regina, Sask. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
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